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COM  M  I'M  CATION. 


Department  of  Internal  Affairs,  ) 
IIarrisbcrc,  December  4,  1876.) 

To  II is  Excellency  Jonx  F.  IIartranft, 

Governor  of  Pennsylvania : 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution,  I  have  the  honor 
to  present  you  herewith,  for  transmission  to  the  General  Assembly,  reports 
of  this  Department  for  the  year  ending  with  the  30th  ultimo,  as  follow  : 
Part  I.  Land  Office. 

Part  II.  Assessments. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  M’C  AND  LESS, 

Secretary  of  Internal  Affair*. 


R  E  P  O  R  I 


MONEY  HECE1VED. 

The  sum  ol’  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-niue  dollars  and  five 
cents  was  received  in  this  ollice  and  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  during 
the  fiscal  year ;  $2,777  98  thereof  was  for  purchase  mohey  and  interest; 
$1,310  49  for  warrant  and  patent  fees,  and  $1,100  58  for  copies  ol  war¬ 
rants,  surveys  and  other  documents,  as  will  appear  by  the  accompanying 
detailed  statement. 

UN TAT EXT ED  LANDS. 

It  was  estimated  in  the  last  annual  report  of  this  office,  that  there  were 
over  thirteen  thousand  tracts  of  land,  embracing  2,340,000  acres,  more  than 
one-thirteenth  of  the  area  of  the  entire  State  remaining  unpatented,  upon 
which  there  was  due  the  Commonwealth  three-quarters  of  a  million  of 

dollars. 

In  conformity  with  acts  ol  Assembly,  passed  from  time  to  time,  various 
methods  were  successively  adopted  for  the  collection  of  the  money  due  on 
these  lands.  That  prescribed  by  the  act  of  11th  of  April,  1S72,  suggested 
by  the  experience  of  the  officers  under  the  former  enactments,  wTas  esteemed 
the  most  efficient  and  at  the  same  time  the  fairest  to  the  land-owner.  This 
act  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Surveyor  General  (now  Secretary  of  Internal 
Affairs)  to  make  out  and  forward  to  the  several  county  surveyors,  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  board  of  properly  may  determine,  spec.iul  lists  of  uu- 
patented  tracts,  and  required  the  county  surveyor,  of  the  proper  county, 
to  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  owners,  agents  or  occupiers  of  the  lands 
described  in  said  lists,  that  they  were  unpatented,  and  that  unless  the  ar¬ 
rearages  shall  be  paid  within  six  months  from  the  time  of  giving  such 
notice,  the  board  of  property  may  direct  proceedings  to  be  commenced  by 
the  Attorney  General  to  enforce  payment. 

During  the  term  of  the  last  Surveyor  General  a  number  of  such  lists  were 
sent  to  the  proper  county  surveyors  and  the  required  notices  served.  This 
action  resulted  in  the  payment  of  a  large  amount  of  money  into  the  trea¬ 
sury.  But,  with  the  advent  of  the  prevailing  financial  stringency,  the 
board  of  property,  in  view  of  the  oppression  and  hardship  that  would  be 
inflicted  upon  many  of  our  citizens  occupying  lands  against  which  the 
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Commonwealth  has  a  just  claim,  if  the  payment  of  these  arrears  was  vigor¬ 
ously  enforced,  deferred  for  the  time,  to  order  suits  to  be  brought  or  to  di¬ 
rect  other  lists  to  be  sent  out.  This  humane  policy  has  had  a  marked 
effect  in  the  receipts  of  money  on  unpatented  lands,  inducing  the  amount 
collected  during  the  year  just  closed  to  about  one-fourteenth  of  that  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  same  source  in  1873. 

All  the  unpaid  balances  and  liens  are  justly  due  the  Commonwealth,  ex¬ 
cept  in  cases  of  interfering  or  overlapping  tracts  releases  for  which  are 
provided  for  by  law,  and  should  be  collected  whenever  the  financial  con¬ 
dition  of  the  country  will  allow.  Great  leniency  has  been  exercised  by  the 
Commonwealth  toward  the  holders  of  unpatented  lands,  their  burdens 
lightened  by  the*  reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest  proportioned  to  the 
original  price  of  the  land,  and  great  indulgence  allowed,  but  while  some 
will  discharge  their  indebtedness  on  being  made  aware  of  it,  others  will 
procrastinate  as  long  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so,  and  will  pay  only  when 
compelled  by  a  rigorous  execution  of  the  law. 

PATENTS. 

The  suggestion  of  the  last  Surveyor  General,  that  a  law  should  be  passed 
preventing  the  issue  of  a  patent  until  six  months  have  elapsed  from  the 
time  of  the  return  of  survey  by  the  county  surveyor,  mentioned  with  ap¬ 
proval  in  the  last  report  of  this  department,  is  again  brought  to  your  at¬ 
tention. 


RE-SURVEYS. 

Your  attention  is  again  respectfully  called  to  the  growing  necessity  ful¬ 
some  provision  to  be  made  by  law  authorizing  a  re-survey  of  the  actual 
lines  of  patented  tracts,  and  the  preservation  of  a  record  of  the  bearings, 
distances  and  monuments  found  upon  the  ground.  During  the  periods  of 
land  speculations,  when  large  tracts  of  country  were  hastily  and  imper¬ 
fectly  surveyed  by  careless  or  unskillful  artists,  great  errors  were  com¬ 
mitted,  hence  the  lines  represented  on  the  returns  and  perpetuated  in  the 
patents,  differ  materially  from  those  marked  upon  the  ground.  As  long  as 
these  marks  exist  and  can  be  verified  by  the  usual  tests,  disputes  seldom 
arise.  Corner  or  line-trees  may  decay,  or  be  burned  or  cut  down,  and 
other  marks  destroyed  or  removed.  Against  the  disputes  generally  follow¬ 
ing  the  happening  of  these  contingencies,  the  land  holder  should  be  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  authorization  of  a  correct  survey  and  a  record  of  its  metes 
and  bounds. 

The  following  cases  of  actual  occurrence  are  mentioned  as  evidence  ot 
the  defect  of  the  present  regulation,  and  in  demonstration  of  the  necessity 
for  corrective  legislation  :  In  1784-,  A  obtained  a  warrant  for  300  acres, 
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on  which  a  survey,  represented  to  contain  300  acres,  10  perches  and  allow¬ 
ance,  was  made  in  1785,  and  patented  in  1708.  B  purchased  and  entered 
into  possession  of  the  tract.  The  lines  being  plainly  marked,  and  corner 
trees  all  standing,  he  could  trace  the  lines  without  an  instrument.  After 
residing  upon  the  tract  many  years  he  had  a  survey  made,  which  revealed 
the  fact  that  each  of  the  six  lines  inclosing  his  land,  was  much  shorter 
than  the  distance  represented  in  the  patent,  and  that  the  area  was  short 
about  seventy  acres.  Junior  surveys  were  made  surrounding  this  tract, 
and  it  subsequently  became  the  property  of  C.  Meantime,  by  the  clearing 
of  land,  cutting  of  timber  and  destruction  by  forest  lires,  some  of  the  original 
lines  and  corners  had  become  extinct.  C,  unacquainted  with  the  lines, 
procured  a  surveyor,  and  placing  in  his  hands  a  copy  of  the  original  sur¬ 
vey  and  its  counterpart,  the  patent,  and  taking  him  to  one  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  corners,  directed  him  to  find  and  re-mark  his  boundaries.  Running  out 
the  courses  and  distances  of  the  patent,  he  overlapped  the  adjacent  sur¬ 
veys  on  three  sides,  and  supposing  that  he  was  entitled  to  all  the  land 
within  the  metes  and  hounds  of  his  patent,  became  involved  in  litigation, 
which  was  finally  decided  against  him,  with  a  very  heavy  hill  of  co6ts  to 
pay. 

In  1848,  I)  obtained  a  warrant  for  40  acres  of  land,  and  the  same  year  a 
^survey  represented  to  contain  that  quantity  was  made  and  returned.  The 
.lines  upon  the  ground,  however,  included  an  aiea  of  probably  70  acres.  In 
1852,  another  warrant  was  procured  and  located,  as  it  is  claimed,  upon  the 
•residue  of  the  tract  survej'ed  in  1848,  after  limiting  the  warrant  of  that 
•date  to  the  actual  courses  and  distances  given  on  the  return  of  survey,  and 
regardless  of  the  marks  upon  the  ground.  The  owners  of  each  of  these  sur¬ 
veys  contested  the  right  of  the  other  to  the  thirty  acres.  Both  tracts  were 
patented  in  1853,  before  this  alleged  overlapping  was  known  to  the  owners. 

The  difficulties  above  described  seldom  arise  in  the  older  counties,  or  in 
cultivated  land  where  the  removal  of  the  original  land-marks  are  followed 
by  fences  or  other  visible  indications  of  boundaries,  but  frequently  occur 
in  mountainous  regions,  and  in  the  iron,  coal  and  lumber  districts. 

UNLOCATED  WARRANTS. 

The  books  of  the  land  office  show  that  thousands  of  warrants  and  orders 
have  been  issued  upon  which  surveys  have  not  been  returned.  A  small 
number  of  these  have  been  executed,  and  through  the  negligence  of  the 
owner  returns  have  not  been  made,  but  in  a  majority  of  cases  the  land  for 
which  they  were  issued  was  appropriated  by  older  rights.  Under  existing 
statutes  a  new  warrant  cannot  be  issued  unless  the  application  was  proven 
before  a  magistrate  of  the  township  in  which  the  land  applied  for  is  situa¬ 
ted,  nor  until  thirty  days’  notice  shall  have  been  given  by  advertisement 
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inserted  in  the  nearest  newspaper  of  the  filing  of  the  application,  thereby 
giviog  due  publicity  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  land,  and  affording  any 
person  interested  an  opportunity  of  resisting  the  issue  of  a  warrant  by 
proceedings  before  the  board  of  property.  Prior  to  the  act  of  14th  of  April, 
1814,  (see  appendix,)  no  such  safe-guard  existed,  and  on  the  receipt  of  a 
return  of  survey  on  any  of  these  old  warrants,  made  in  conformity  with  the 
regulations  of  the  office,  it  must  be  accepted  and  a  patent  issued  on  the 
payment  of  arrears  and  fees,  and  no  opportunity  afforded  an  adverse  claim¬ 
ant  to  interpose  a  caveat  unless  he  should  be  apprised  of  the  action  of  the 
county  surveyor.  The  necessity,  therefore,  for  legislation  either  declaring 
all  warrants  heretofore  issued  to  be  void  unless  surveys  are  returned  thereon 
within  a  fixed  time,  or  requiring  proper  publicity  to  be  given  of  the  time 
of  the  return  of  surveys  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  is  obvious  if  a  disturb¬ 
ing  element  is  to  be  removed  from  our  land  system. 

Cases  are  known  of  owners  of  warrants  having  their  liues  marked  so  as 
to  include  a  much  larger  area  than  could  be  returned  upon  their  warrants, 
and  exercising  acts  of  ownership  over  the  land  under  the  color  of  title,  and 
thereby  withholding  from  the  Commonwealth  the  purchase  money  for  such 
excess  land  and  the  interest  that  would  be  due  thereon. 

SURVEYS  OF  COUNTY  LINES,  &C. 

In  an  act  passed  on  the  8th  day  of  May  last,  it  was  directed  that  all 
maps,  drafts,  reports  and  other  papers  relating  to  surveys  of  State  or  coun¬ 
ty  lines,  State  or  turnpike  roads,  railroads,  canals  or  other  public  improve¬ 
ments  remaining  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  should 
be  transferred  to  this  department,  and  tkatthereafter  all  such  papers  should  be 
deposited  in  this  department  instead  of  in  the  office  of  said  Secretary.  This 
act  also  provided  that  a  copy  of  the  report  of  all  commissions  appointed  to 
re-establish  any  of  the  boundary  lines  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  to  re-sur- 
vey,  re-mark,  alter  or  change  any  county  line,  should  be  deposited  in  this 
department. 

NEW  BUILDING. 

The  addition  to  the  “  Land  Department”  building,  made  necessary  to 
accommodate  the  Department  of  Internal  Affairs,  authorized  by  the  act  of 
the  18th  of  March,  1815,  has  been  completed  and  occupied.  For  conveni¬ 
ence  the  business  of  the  department  has  been  arranged  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

I.  Land  Office. — This  contains  all  the  records  and  documents  that  were 
in  the  charge 'of  the  Surveyor  General  at  the  time  of  the  expiration  of  his 
office,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  1875,  and  includes  the  papers  and 
records  relating  to  the  original  title  to  all  the  lands  granted  by  the  pro^- 
prietaries  or  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  surveys  of  county  lines,  State 
roads,  &c. 
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IT.  A  ssessments. —  l  ndcr  lli is  head  are  included  the  annual  reports  made 
to  the  Department  by  the  commissioners  of  each  county,  of  the  valuation 
of  taxable  property  and  the  county  debt. 

III.  Industrial  Statistics  — It  is  the  duty  ol  this  bureau  to  collect,  com¬ 
pile  and  publish  statistics  in  regard  to  the  wages  of  labor  and  the  social 
condition  of  the  laboring  classes,  and  the  productive  statistics  of  agricul¬ 
ture',  mining,  manufacturing,  commercial  and  other  business  interests  of 
the  State. 

IV.  Railroads. — Each  railroad,  canal,  navigation  and  telegraph  com¬ 
pany  is  required  to  make  an  annual  report,  embracing  in  detail  its  opera¬ 
tions  and  affairs  during  the  financial  year. 

The  report  of  the  department  is  issued  annually  in  four  parts,  each  part 
embracing  one  of  the  subjects  above  mentioned  and  designated  by  the  cor¬ 
responding  title  and  numeral. 

METRIC  STANDARDS. 

A  set  of  metric  standard  measures  of  “  Weight/'  •*  Volume”  and 
“  Length,”  prepared  in  accordance  with  a  joint  resolution  of  the  United 
States  Congress  was  forwarded  by  J.  E.  Ililgard,  Esq.,  Inspector  of  United 
States  weights  and  measures,  to  his  Excellency,  Governor  Hartranit,  and 
by  bis  direction  lias  been  placed  in  this  Department.  The  use  of  the  metric 
system  is  authorized  by  act  of  Congress,  approved  the  2Slh  day  of  July, 
1806.  A  table  of  these  measures  and  their  equivalents  in  denominations 
now  in  use,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

SURVEYORS. 

The  important  interests  committed  to  the  surveyors  of  our  lands,  whether 
public  or  private,  should  demand  integrity,  skill,  and  proper  education  ou 
the  part  ol  the  artist.  rl  he  records  of  our  courts  are  replete  with  evidence 
of  the  inaccuracy  of  many  of  our  surveys — some  to  be  attributed  to  the  in¬ 
capacity  of  the  surveyors’  assistants  and  not  a  little  to  his  own  want  of 
skill.  It  is  a  duty  that  the  government  owes  the  people  to  protect  them, 
as  far  as  possible,  by  well  considered  legislation  from  the  commission,  by 
surveyors,  of  costly  mistakes  discovered  often  too  late  to  apply  a  remedy. 

A  re-examination  of  the  surveys  of  county  and  township  lines,  turnpike, 
State,  township  and  other  roads,  reveals  a  greater  degree  of  inaccuracy 
than  is  found  in  our  land  surveys,  rendering  it  difficult,  and  in  some  cases 
almost  impossible,  to  recover  the  original  location. 

The  best  security  against  contests  about  lines  or  boundaries,  is  to  have 
them  visibly  marked  by  durable  monuments,  aud  next  to  have  the  bearings 
or  angles  taken,  lines  measured  and  plot  made  by  or  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  an  experienced  and  skillful  surveyor,  then,  if,  at  a  subsequent 
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time,  it  was  necessary  to  recover  a  lost  line,  it  could,  ty  the  exercise  cf  the 
same  care,  be  restored  with  some  precision.  In  this,  as  in  any  other  voca¬ 
tion,  the  best  skill  is  commanded  by  the  highest  reward .  The  time  is  not 
far  distant  in  the  future,  if  it  has  not  already  arrived,  when  the  public  will 
demand  that  only  those  shall  be  privileged  to  practice  the  art  of  surveying, 
where  so  many  interests  are  involved,  who  have  successfully  passed  such 
an  examination  of  proficiency  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 


TRUE  MERIDIAN  LINES. 

This  subject  was  referred  to  in  the  last  report  of  the  Department.  For 
the  purpose  of  directing  attention  to  the  importance  of  the  observance  of 
the  law  providing'  for  the  erection  of  true  meridian  lines,  requiring  survey¬ 
ors  to  test  their  instruments  thereon,  and  to  record  the  declination  or  vari¬ 
ation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  the  following  circular  letter  was  addressed 
to  the  president  judges  of  several  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas,  the  county 
surveyor  of  each  county,  and  to  other  persons  interested  in  or  familiar  with 
the  subject: 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  ) 
Department  of  Internal  Affairs,  j 

Harrisburg, .  ...  ...  18T-. 


Dear  Sir: — The  land  Surveys  of  Pennsylvania  having  nearly  all  been 
made  with  instruments  directed  by  the  magnetic  needle,  the  necessity  for 
a  reliable  record  of  the  progressive  declination  of  the  needle  is  evident  to 
every  practical  surveyor.  A  knowledge  of  this  declination  is  a  pre-requisite 
to  the  accurate  re-tracing  of  old  lines  and  the  re-establishment  of  those 
where  the  monuments  have  been  removed. 

Prior  to  the  \7ear  I860  no  effort  had  been  made  by  the  State  government 
to  provide  for  such  a  record.  On  the  26th  day  of  April  of  that  year,  (P.  L. 
595,)  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  was  approved  requiring  the  commis¬ 
sioners  of  each  county  to  establish  a  true  meridian  line  and  a  standard 
measure  for  two  and  four  pole  chains.  It  was  made  the  duty  of  every7  land 
surveyor  in  the  month  of  April  in  each  year  to  adjust  and  verify  his  com¬ 
pass  and  chain,  and  to  enter  in  a  book  to  be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  county 
commissioners  of  the  proper  county7,  the  variation  of  his  compass  from  the 
true  meridian. 

In  many  counties  full  and  complete  records  as  contemplated  ana  required 
by  that  act  have  been  kept,  which  have  proven  to  be  of  great  utility  to  sur¬ 
veyors  and  other  persons  interested  in  the  subject. 

Although  this  law  has  been  in  force  for  more  than  quarter  of  a  century, 
no  collation  of  the  statistics  contained  in  these  county7  records  has  been 
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made  l»y  (lie  government.  Several  of  our  sister  Commonwealths  have, 
during  the  last  few  years,  issued  reports  on  the  subject  containing  informa¬ 
tion  of  great  value  to  their  citizens.  With  a  view  of  embodying  in  my  next 
annual  report,  such  statistics  as  can  be  obtained  from  the  county  records 
and  from  reliable  private  sources,  I  address  you  this  communication  and 
respectfully  ask  that  you  will  fill  the  blanks  on  this  sheet  with  abstracts 
from  your  county  records  and  such  other  trust-worthy  information  on  the 
subject  of  the  declination  of  tin;  needle  in  your  locality*  as  may  be  in  your 
possession,  and  mail  the  same  to  me  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

WM.  M’CANDLESS, 
Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs. 

1.  Location  of  meridian  lino. 

2.  Date  of  establishment. 

3.  How  marked. 

4.  Amount  of  present  declination  of  the  needle  from  the  true  meridian, 
and  the  progression  since  the  establishment  of  the  line. 

5.  Note  other  reliable  tests  by  the  retracing  of  fixed  and  certain  lines,  etc. 

ti.  Remarks  and  suggestions. 

To  which  replies  were  received  as  follow  : 

Au.\ms — John  G.  Brinkeriiofk,  C.  F.,  Hmters'ovm,  (Mob  r  ‘26,  187t>. 

'.  In  the  Diamond,  Gettysburg. 

2.  September,  1852,  by  Charles  A.  Proctor. 

3.  The  southern  polar  monument  is  a  granite  block,  surmounted  by  an 
iron  spindle.  The  compass  point  is  due  north  of  the  south  polar  monument 
one  hundred  and  three  feet,  which  is  a  granite  block  surmounted  by  a  solar 
dial  plate  and  an  iron  with  sight  and  plnmmer,  and  with  a  centre  hole  for 
all  staff  compasses. 

-1.  From  the  book  of  records,  I  find  the  surveyors  of  Adams  county  have 
attested  their  compass  needles  about  annually,  from  September,  1852,  until 
August  21,  18G6,  since  which  time  the  meridian  line  of  Adams  has  been 
entirely  discarded  by  us  surveyors,  from  the  fact  of  its  location  being  under 
the  influence  of  local  attraction.  The  variation  as  recorded  by  the  survey¬ 
ors  is  from  2°  45'  up  to  3°  30'  west,  and  ivhile  from  observation  and  expe¬ 
rience  the  declination  was  evidently  west,  man}7  of  them  represent  the 
reverse.  A  standard  measure  for  surveyors’  chains  established  in  the  court 
house. 

6.  I  commenced  practical  surveying  in  the  year  1847  ;  have  served  ten 
years  as  county  surveyor,  as  the  records  of  your  Department  will  show, 
and  therefore  have  had  considerable  practical  experience.  When  I  com¬ 
menced  practical  surveying,  by  tracing  old  marked  lines  with  their  corner 
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monuments  standing,  I  then  found  the  highest  variation  to  be  from  2°  to 
2J°  west,  and  that  on  surveys  made  about  1815.  and  have  found  the  decli¬ 
nation  of  the  magnetic  needle  gradually  westward  to  the  present  time,  or 
near  the  present  time.  I  have  traced  lines  run  as  early  as  1142,  and  found 
the  variation  to  have  been  eastward  then  to  what  it  is  at  the  present  time, 
and  I  have  repeatedly  discovered  that  the  old  marked  lines  run  about  the 
year  1165,  could  be  traced  and  run  with  about  the  same  bearing  in  and 
about  1865  that  they  had  been  run  with  one  hundred  years  before.  The 
greatest  variation  at  the  present  time  in  our  locality  on  old  marked  lines 
is  from  3°  15'  to  3°  30'  west,  making,  of  course,  in  all  my  figures,  due  al¬ 
lowance  for  a  slight  difference  in  compasses  and  for  diurnal  variation. 

I  have  frequently  spoken  to  our  board  of  county  commissioners,  and  have 
spoken  to  the  clerk  of  the  present  board  since  I  received  your  communica¬ 
tion,  about  the  dilapidated  condition  of  our  count}^  meridian,  and  shall  urge 
them  to  establish  one  in  some  other  locality,  outside  the  influence  of  water 
pipes  causing  local  attraction. 

Armstrong — Hon.  Jackson  Boggs,  P.  J.,  Kittanninq,  Oct.  19,  1816. 

I  called  with  the  commissioners  of  this  county  and  showed  them  your 
enclosed  letter,  and  they  inform  me  that  the  matter  has  been  entirely  neglec¬ 
ted,  and  that  no  meridian  line  or  chain  lengths  is  yet  fixed,  and  no  book 
kept,  but  they  promise  to  have  the  matter  attended  to  as  soon  as  they  can, 
and  then  report  to  you.  As  to  further  information  I  have  surveyed  none 
for  more  than  twenty-five  years  past,  and  of  course  am  not  posted. 

E.  S.  Slaymakep.,  C.  S.,  Kittanning,  Oct.  5,  1816. 

1.  None  located. 

5.  I  allow  one  degree  to  sixteen  years.  By  this  rule  I  have  been  able  to 
trace  old  lines  when  the  former  survey  was  correct  1  find  in  the  old  lines 

e 

much  careless  surveying  which  makes  it  difficult  to  retrace  all  the  lines  of 
a  survey. 

6.  The  establishment  of  a  meridian  line  would  be  of  great  advantage  in 
the  future,  and  would  be  to  ascertain  the  annual  change  in  the  needle. 
Why  the  commissioners  have  not  a  line  established  I  don’t  know,  unless 
the  want  of  suitable  ground,  as  the  county  does  not  own  any  ground  suita¬ 
ble  to  trace  a  meridian  line. 

Bedford— TIon.  Wm.  M.  Hall,  P.  J.,  Bedford,  Oct.  5,  1876. 

1,  2,  3.  A  meridian  line  was  erected  in  the  fall  of  1850,  on  the  farm  of 
the  poor  house  property  owned  by  the  county,  near  to  the  town  of  Bedford, 
and  was  marked  by  locust  posts  at  either  end.  The  posts  were  some  five 
hundred  and  eighty  feet  apart.  Some  years  ago  the  poor  house  farm  was 
sold  and  another  purchased.  The  posts  that  marked  the  line  are  not  now 
standing. 
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4.  For  a  few  years  the  surveyors  tested  their  compasses  and  registered 
the  variation.  Obedience  to  the  law  was  soon  neglected,  and  lung  before 
the  posts  marking  the  line  were  removed  the  law  was  generally  disregard¬ 
ed.  I  am  unable  to  answer  the  fourth  interrogatory.  When  the  line  was 
in  use  the  variation  was  from  one  degree  to  one  and-a-half  degrees  to  the 
west  of  north,  compasses  differed  to  that  extent,  at  least  the  registration 
showed  about  that  amount  of  difference. 

6.  The  law  is  a  good  one,  with  a  slight  modification.  Instead  of  re¬ 
quiring  surveyors  to  give  true  bearings,  they  ought  to  be  permitted  to  give 
the  magnetic  bearings,  and  simply  note  on  the  draft  the  amount  of  varia¬ 
tion  of  the  compass.  Most  of  the  compasses  are  without  verniers.  1  mean 
those  used  in  this  county,  and  many  of  the  surveyors  incapable  of  cor¬ 
rectly  changing  the  bearings  from  the  magnetic  to  the  true. 

Burks—  Danikj,  S.  Zacbarias,  C.  S.,  Reading,  Oct.  16,  1876. 

No  meridian  established,  neither  is  there  any  standard  measure.  1  have 
called  the  attention  of  the  county  commissioners  to  the  necessity  of  hav¬ 
ing  a  meridian  line  established,  and  invariably  the  answer  was  given,  it  is 
not  needed,  and  that  if  the  line  was  established  it  would  only  lead  to  law. 
suits — nearly  all  our  surveyors  being  opposed  to  having  a  meridian  line 
and  say  to  the  commissioners  that  there  will  be  no  end  to  law-suits  if  cne 
is  established. 

Bradford — If  ox.  Paui,  I).  Morrow,  P.  J.,  Tuicanda,  Oct.  17,  1S76. 

1.  Across  the  public  square  in  the  borough  of  Towanda — from  south  to 
north — in  front  of  certain  buildings  ;  Presbyterian  church,  on  the  south, 
and  the  “  Elwell  House”  on  the  north. 

2.  185G. 

3.  Stone  set  in  the  ground  on  the  west  side  of  the  entrance  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  church,  uud  inside  of  the  church  fence.  This  stone  has  hole  in 
the  top  for  “  Jacob  Staff.”  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  public  square  there 
is  a  red  and  white  mark  on  the  water-table  of  the  Elwell  House — distance 
between  stone  and  this  mark  about  23  rods. 

4.  [See  note.]  *~ 

A  few  years  ago  the  commissioners  made  an  effort  to  procure  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  a  correct  chain  measure,  and  were  informed 
that  he  had  never  furnished  any  such  measure  to  any  county,  and  had  none 
to  furnish. 

This  I  learn  from  E.  B.  Coolbaugh,  l’ecent  clerk  of  the  commissioners. 

5.  Am  unable  to  note  any  at  present ;  but  it  is  well  known  that  in  run¬ 
ning  old  lines,  the  surveyor  (where  he  can  find  marks  on  the  ground)  as¬ 
certains  quite  accurately  the  variation,  and  thereby  is  able  to  locate  lands 
with  great  precision.  Our  oldest  marks  are  from  85  years  upwards. 
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6.  Surveyors’  instruments  auu  chain  measures  ought  to  be  tested  every 
year,  and  that  too  by  an  expert,  and  if  they  fail  to  present  their  instruments 
and  chain  measures  for  test  should  subject  themselves  to  a  penalty  and  be 
deprived  of  their  right  to  collect  for  their  services  by  any  suit  at  law. 

The  test  should  be  made  at  the  county  seat  by  an  expert  appointed  or 
elected  for  that  purpose,  who  should  be  paid  by  the  surveyors,  presenting 
themselves,  and  a  certain  fee  be  paid  by  each. 

This  suggestion  is  made  on  the  spur  of  the  moment — may  be  impractica¬ 
ble,  but  something  ought  to  be  done  to  make  surveys  of  the  same  line,  at 
the  same  time,  more  uniform. 

[Note. — The  annual  tests  made  on  this  meridian  from  1857  until  18G8,  as  shown  in 
the  extract  made  from  the  surveyor’s  record  by  Judge  Morrow,  are  so  diverse  and 
irreconcilable  as  to  point  a  very  strong  probability  that  the  line  is  in  the  vicinity  of 
local  attraction.  For  this  reason  the  observations  are  omitted.  Dcp.  Sec'y .] 

Bucks — Benjamin  S.  Rich,  Lahaska,  November,  1876. 

1 .  At  Doylestown,  Bucks  county.  Pa.,  in  the  court  house  yard. 

2.  in  the  summer  of  1852. 

3.  A  platform  of  dressed  stone  is  laid  in  lime  and  mortar  on  stone  foun¬ 
dation  about  thirty-four  feet  in  length,  with  two  bolts  thirty-three  feet  apart 
for  a  test  of  chains,  a  monument  about  seventy-five  yards  from  the  platform 
(on  which  a  mark  is  made  for  the  compass  to  set)  was  erected  with  a  target 
line  to  sight,  to,  this  line  was  established  by  George  Hart,  a  practical  survey¬ 
or,  and  Richard  Watson,  who  was  a  practical  surveyor,  now  judge  of  our 
court. 

4.  The  variation  of  my  compass  was  four  and-a  half  degrees  west  in  1852, 
which  was  the  variation  of  the  greater  part  of  the  compasses  at  that  time. 
The  variation  was  scarcely  perceptible  from  year  to  year.  In  1S56  it  was 
four  and  three-quarter  degrees  west ;  1859,  five  degrees  west.  The  com¬ 
pass  1  then  used  was  made  by  Benjamin  Rittenhouse,  but  by  one  of  later 
style  made  for  me  by  Air.  Young  of  Philadelphia,  I  found  the  variation  to 
be  in  1860,  four  degrees  thirty-five  minutes  west ;  iu  1865,  5  degrees;  in 
1870,  five  and  one-quarter  degrees  ;  in  1875,  five  degrees  forty  minutes  west, 
which  is  nearly  the  same  ;  1876,  not  exceeding  five  and  three-quarter  de¬ 
grees  west,  making  the  annual  progression  about  five  minutes. 

I  have  adjusted  all  my  surveys  to  this  meridian  from  the  time  it  was  first 
established,  and  have  used  the  meridian  bearings  in  all  m3r  conveyancing, 
where  new  surveys  had  been  made,  noting  the  date  of  survey ;  but  the 
greater  portion  of  our  conveyancing  is  from  old  deeds,  in  some  instances 
the  survey  has  been  made  more  than  100  years  ago.  Some  surveyors.  I 
find,  pursue  the  old  custom  of  using  the  magnetic  bearing,  having  paid  no 
attention  to  the  meridian.  Nearly  all  our  old  surveys  have  been  carelessly 
measured,  and  often  with  incorrect  chains.  When  I  first  commenced  sur- 
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Tewing  in  1842,  I  established  a  test,  at  my  residence,  from  the  most  correct 
measure  I  could  obtain  ;  my  chain  being  according  to  test,  I  took  it  to 
Doylestowu  immediately  after  the  test  was  established.  Messrs,  llart  and 
Watson  were  both  there  ;  they  applied  my  chain  to  their  test,  and  pro¬ 
nounced  it  correct ;  this  satisfied  ineof  the  correctness  of  my  test  at  home. 
I  soon  discovered  that  the  frost  operating  on  the  foundation  of  the  test 
laid  down  at  Doylestowu,  affected  it  so  much  that  it  could  not  be  relied 
upon.  After  two  or  three  winters  it  was  more  than  one  inch  too  long.  Rut 
there  is  a  pole  eleven  feet  long  in  the  commissioners ’  oflice  of  correct  mea¬ 
sure,  by  which  chains  can  be  correctly  adjusted. 

5.  All  our  old  surveys  being  taken  at  various  times,  and  by  different 
compasses,  our  custom  lias  been  to  ascertain  the  variation  from  the  time 
the  survey  wars  made  to  the  present,  on  some  line  where  two  adjacent  cor¬ 
ners  are  known,  and  by  this  variation  trace  the  lines  of  the  old  survey. 

6.  From  our  record  you  will  perceive  that  many  of  our  surveyors  have 
neglected  to  adjust  their  chains  and  test,  and  enter  the  variation  of  their 
compasses. 

In  1852,  twenty-two  entries  were  made;  1853,  thirteen  ;  1851,  eight; 
1855,  twenty-one;  1856,  seven  ;  1857,  eight;  1858,  nine  ;  1859,  nine;  I860, 
ten;  1801,  ten;  1802,  ten;  1S03,  eight;  1864,  eleven ;  1865,  five;  18G6, 
three;  1867,  five  ;  1808,  three;  1809,  seven;  1870,  six  ;  1871,  eight;  1872, 
two;  1873,  four;  1874,  four;  1875,  eight;  1876,  three.  My  entry  is  on 
the  record  every  year  except  1875,  when  it  appears  I  have  neglected  to  en¬ 
ter  it  on  the  book. 


Bl'TLEK. - - 

1.  West  wall  of  jail  building. 

2.  November,  1871. 

3.  Brass  points  of  iron  rods  inserted  in  the  wall. 

4.  Present  declination  2°  5'. 

Cambria— David  Pi:ei.or,  Johnstown,  November  27,  1870. 

1 .  There  is  no  meridian  line  at  this  time  in  this  county.  There  was  one 
put  up  at  the  court  house,  but  is  uot  in  use  at  the  present  time. 

4.  I  have  never  taken  the  declination  of  the  needle  from  the  marks  put 
up  at  Ebensburg. 

I  took  the  declination  of  the  needle  at  Johnstown,  Cambria  county,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  February  1,  1875,  and  found  it  to  be  2°  10'  42"  west,  taken  in 
the  eveuing  at  the  western  elongation  of  the  Pole  star.  September  6,  1875, 
at  Johnstown,  eastern  elongation,  tho  variation  was  2°  20'  west.  August 
14,  1876,  at  Hopewell,  Bedford  county,  eastern  elongation,  the  variation 
was  3°  11'  west.  In  Indiana,  Indiana  county,  on  the  11th  August,  1857, 
the  variation  was  1°  12"  west. 
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5.  In  1864,  at  Johnstown,  I  run  a  line  thirteen  miles  that  was  originally 
run  in  1194,  and  I  found  in  running  it  in  1864,  the  variation  was  2°  west. 

6.  In  the  winter  of  1850,  seeing  the  trouble  that  would  hereafter  occur 
in  re-tracing  old  lines  after  the  marks  were  obliterated,  and  the  advantage 
of  having  something  permanent  in  relation  to  the  variation  of  the  needle, 
and  while  a  large  amount  of  the  original  marks  remained  on  the  timber,  1 
suggested  to  Wm.  Evans,  Esq  ,  who  was  then  in  the  Legislature  from  In¬ 
diana  county,  to  have  something  permanent  to  show  the  variation  of  the 
needle  hereafter,  as  we  could  not  remedy  what  was  before.  Mr.  Evans 
framed  the  bill,  which  I  at  that  time  examined,  and  considered  the  best  we 
could  do,  and  after  showing  the  advantages  it  was  passed.  Now  I  would 
suggest  that  it  would  be  kept  up,  and  all  places  wherein  it  is  not  attended 
to,  that  the  law  be  enforced  if  possible  ;  and  that  some  person  be  appointed 
by  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  to  inspect  them  and  see  that  they  are 
permanent  and  correct,  and  each  county  to  pay  the  expenses. 

Cestre — Joseph  D  eyling,  C.  S. ,  Belief onte ,  Oct.  26,  3  876. 

No  meridian  line  or  standard  measure  has  ever  been  established  in  this 
county.  There  is  therefore  no  book  of  record  kept  by  the  county  commis¬ 
sioners.  Would  it  not  be  well  for  your  department  to  adopt  a  plan  for 
erection  of  a  meiidian  line  which  would  be  permanent,  and  forward  the 
same  to  the  different  boards  of  county  commissioners,  with  a  request  that 
they  have  such  lines  established  ? 

Chester — Jos.  F.  IIill,  West  Chester ,  Oct.  31,  1816. 

1.  The  original  meridian  line  was  two  stones  placed  some  distance  apart 
in  the  north-east  part  of  the  borough  of  West  Chester,  having  the  spire  of 
the  court  house  for  the  southern  point,  and  was  established  in  1852.  The 
line  now  in  use  was  established  on  the  grounds  of  the  Chester  County  Agri¬ 
cultural  Society  by  Thos.  W.  Harlan,  Esq.,  in  1815,  and  is  marked  by  two 
long  marble  stones  firmly  set  in  the  ground,  and  even  with  the  surface  of 
the  same,  with  a  hole  drilled  in  the  top  in  which  to  put  a  small  target. 

4.  Of  the  surveyors  who  have  tested  their  instruments  by  the  new  me¬ 
ridian  line  and  made  a  record  thereof,  I  find  the  variation  to  be  about  5° 
45'  west.  In  examining  the  records  of  the  old  line,  I  find  a  great  many 
instruments  were  tested  when  the  line  was  established  in  1852,  and  the 
average  variation  to  be  about  4°  20'  west,  and  on  same  line  in  1872  the 
average  was  about  5°  15'  west,  making  a  difference  of  about  55  minutes  iu 
twenty  years,  or  an  average  annual  progression  of  two  and  three-quarter 
minutes. 

Chains  are  tested  by  marks  on  the  front  portico  of  the  court  house. 

5.  A  practical  surveyor  informs  me  that  he  prefers  old  well  defined  lines 
in  adjusting  his  Instrument  in  running  old  surveys.  Some  surveyors  also, 
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have  well  defiued  lines  of  their  own,  so  that  they  can  test  their  instruments 
more  frequently. 

G.  Not  being  a  practical  surveyor,  I  cannot  give  you  as  much  informa¬ 
tion  as  you  may  desire.  1  have  answered,  at  the  request  of  lion.  William 
Butler,  as  we  keep  the  record  of  the  surveyors  in  our  office. 

Cleakfiei.d — S.  F.  M’Closkv,  C.  S..  Clearfield,  Oct.  10,  1870. 

Clearfield  county  is  neither  in  possession  of  a  true  meridian  line,  nor  a 
standard  measure  for  chains,  nor  has  it  been  since  the  removal  of  the  old 
jail.  I  believe  they  had  a  line  in  the  old  jail  yard,  but  it  was  not  consid¬ 
ered  accurate,  and  surveyors  paid  no  attention  to  it.  Consequently  no 
record  of  variation  or  declination  of  the  magnetic  needle  has  been  kept. 

Our  commissioners  will  talk  of  erecting  a  true  meridian  just  while  you 
talk  to  them  about  it,  but  don’t  seem  to  realize  the  importance  ot  it,  or  their 
obligation  to  do  it.  I  would  be  glad  if  it  was  done,  as  we  labor  under  an 
inconvenience  for  want  of  it. 

John  L.  Cutti.k,  Clearfield,  October  4,  187G. 

1.  A  meridian  was  established  on  the  jail  property  in  Clearfield  by  Wm 
Waring,  Esq.,  of  Tyrone,  and  myself,  about  1854  or  ’55,  and  a  record 
of  the  variations  of  compasses  was  kept,  and  filed  in  the  commissioners’ 
office  in  a  book,  but  the  county  sold  the  property  and  the  book  is  lost,  and 
no  trace  of  it  can  be  found.  Since  that  time  a  new  court  house  has  been 
erected  and  the  papers  frequently  removed,  which  accounts,  in  some  mea¬ 
sure,  for  the  loss  of  a  record  fallen  into  disuse. 

3.  The  monuments  were  of  sandstone,  about  five  feet  in  length,  dressed 
with  plain  top  and  a  hole  drilled  for  a  pin  to  place  the  compass  on,  placed 
in  the  ground  about  three  feet,  with  a  crease  on  which  was  placed  a  per¬ 
pendicular  rod. 

4.  The  declination  of  the  needle  since  1855,  is  about  one  degree  fifteen 
minutes  by  actual  difference  on  lines  run  by  me  at  that  time,  and  the  present. 
The  want  of  monuments  marking  the  meridian,  leaving  me  the  only  inode 
of  arriving  at  a  conclusion  on  the  subject.  I  have  been  engaged  in  survey¬ 
ing  in  this  and  adjoining  counties  since  1839,  and  at  this  time  there  is  a 
trifle  over  one  and  one-half  degrees  additional  variation  that  can  be  safely 
added.  Original  lines  run  by  different  surveyors  vary  a  good  deal  and 
frequently  the  lines  have  to  be  run  carefully  to  find  the  true  bearing. 

0.  A  meridian  fixed  permanently  would  be  of  great  value  to  surveyors, 
as  it  would  enable  them  with  proved  variation  to  their  respective  instru¬ 
ments  to  agree  in  the  bearing  of  lines,  which  now  may  cause  doubt  and 
cast  a  doubt  upon  the  minds  of  juries  who  are  ignorant  of  the  importance 
of  the  niceties  required  in  actual  work  to  arrive  at  correct  conclusions. 

2  A — Sec  Ixt.  Aff. 
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Columbia — Hon.  Wm.  Ei/vvell,  P.  J.,  Bloomsbury ,  October  30,  1 8 7 C . 

1.  The  law  has  not  been  complied  with  by  the  commissioners  of  Colum¬ 
bia  county,  nor  by  the  commissioners  of  Montour  county.  I  have  called 
attention  to  the  matter  in  both  counties,  and  shall  insist  that  the  duty  im¬ 
posed  on  them  by  law  be  no  longer  neglected. 

4.  There  are  no  records  kept  in  the  county  which  give  any  official  infor¬ 
mation  upon  the  subject. 

5.  Lines  run  in  1793,  and  running  south,  now  run  nearly  south  3J  de¬ 
grees  west.  Seven  years  ago,  1869,  the  variation  was  from  3J  to  3|  de¬ 
grees.  Mr.  Geo.  W.  West,  an  intelligent  and  reliable,  as  well  as  practical 
surveyor,  says:  ‘‘  The  needle  is  traveling  to  the  west  at  the  rate  of  three 
or  four  minutes  in  a  year.  In  the  last  four  or  five  years  it  has  traveled  a 
little  faster.  Samuel  Neyhard,  Esq.,  also  a  reliable  surveyor,  says  the  de¬ 
clination  is  now  about  four  minutes  in  a  year. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  compliance  with  the  law  on  this 
subject,  and  will  urge  the  commissioners  to  take  immediate  action  in  the 
matter. 

Isaac  A.  DeWitt,  0.  S.,  Bohrsburg,  Oct.  21,  1876. 

5.  The  only  test  we  apply  in  this  county  is  the  allowance  of  a  variation 
of  three  minutes  to  the  year  in  tracing  old  lines,  aud  which  we  very  often 
find  incorrect, 

6.  The  importance  ot  establishing  a  meridian  has  frequently  been  laid 
before  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  county,  but  ihey  have  neglected 
to  take  any  action  in  the  matter. 

Crawford— Hox.  Walter  H.  Lowrie,  P.  J.,  Mecidville,  Ocl.  20,  1876. 

1.  I  am  sorry  to  say  we  have  no  meridian  line  in  our  county,  and  of 
course  we  have  no  official  record  of  any  phenomena  connected  with  tire  ob¬ 
servation  of  such.  I  am  informed  that  there  was  one  some  years  before  I 
came  here,  but  in  the  building  of  the  new  court  house  it  was  destroyed 
by  the  builders  taking  one  of  its  monuments  for  the  wall  of  the  same. 

Trios.  Yam  Horne,  C.  S.,  Oct.  11,  1876. 

5.  There  are  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place  well  defined  tract  lines,  made 
in  the  year  1794,  that  by  our  instruments  at  this  time,  show  a  declination 
of  2°  45',  i.  e.  lines  that  were  north  and  south  are  now,  say  north  2°  45' 
east. 

6.  The  commissioners  of  our  county  in  1850,  or  thereabouts,  made  some 
show  of  having  established  a  meridian  line,  but  so  imperfect  that  survey¬ 
ors  preferred  to  find  the  variations  by  well  known  adjoining  lines  ;  which 
practice,  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted,  still  prevails.  Such  well  defined  lines 
are  found  here  extending  for  miles.  Our  professors  are  about  to  establish 
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a  meridian  for  the  comity,  from  wliicli  tis  Imped  much  good  to  science  niav 
bo  realized. 

C L'MUEKLAND — J 08 E I’ll  KlTXER,  JleclianiCxbury,  Od.  20,  !  vlo 

1.  Cumberland  county  meridian  line  is  located  at  the  county  aim*  house, 
two  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Carlisle. 

•J.  From  the  best  data  I  can  get,  it  was  located  in  1853  by  John  11  uprr, 
county  surveyor. 

:>.  By  stones  three  feet  high,  dressed  square,  with  a  small  iron  pin  set  on 
the  top  ;  the  body  of  tho  stones  painted  white,  with  a  bla  k  stripe  lawn 
the  centre.  The  stones  are  about  one  hundred  yards  apart. 

4.  Owing  to  the  careless  manner  in  which  the  observations  have  b<  n 
taken,  it  is  impossible  to  give  an  average  of  all  that  would  be  reliable. 
They  have  been  taken  at  irregular  intervals,  and  in  many  instances  with  in¬ 
struments  without  verniers,  and  nothing  less  than  quarter  degrees  o  ,  i. 
An  average  of  nine  observations,  taken  in  1854,  show  the  variation  of  that 
year  to  have  been  2  10jj\  An  average  ol  three  observations,  taken  in 
1S76,  gives  4  2'.  The  nearest  annual  progression  from  1854  to  187fi,  that 
1  can  approximate,  is  four  minutes  per  year. 

5.  My  experience  in  re-tracing  old  lines  having  li.\<  d  permanent  marks,  has 
been  that  the  surveys  of  1785,  in  this  locality,  can  be  re  traced  by  a  varia¬ 
tion  of  three  degrees  and  ten  minutes.  I  find  also  that  an  annual  change  cf 
three  minutes  and  fifty  seconds  gives  me  as  near  the  true  line  is  can  be 
reached  by  calculation.  I  place  the  change  here  at  about  1809.  I  find  but 
little  or  no  variation  for  two  or  three  years  each  side  of  that. 

0.  1  would  suggest  that  the  use  of  the  magnetic  needle  be  abandoned  al¬ 
together,  and  the  transit  substituted,  and  that  wherever  the  needle  was 
used,  that  the  surveyor  be  required  to  note  not  only  t lie  date  of  his  work, 
but  the  exact  variation  in  degrees  and  minutes  from  the  old  line,  and  that 
whenever  new  corners  are  erected,  permanent  stAnes  be  set.  and  in  no  in¬ 
stance  to  adopt  a  tree  as  a  corner. 

|  Since  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Eitner’s  communication,  the  blank  sent  lion. 
M.  C.  Herman,  P.  •).,  was  returned  by  J.  P.  Ithoads,  Esq.,  containing  about 
the  same  information  as  that  given  by  Mr.  Ritner.] 

Dauphin — J.  Simpson  Africa,  Dep.  Sfc.  Internal  M/air*,  Xov.,  187G. 

1.  In  the  capitol  grounds,  in  the  roar  of  the  building  occupied  by  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Internal  Affairs. 

2,  3.  The  first  line  was  established  about  1855.  Obstructions  preventing 
its  use  another  was  fixed  a  few  years  afterward,  only  a  few  feet  distant  from 
the  original  line,  and  is  marked  at  each  end  by  a  heavy  cut  stone,  with  the 
direction  of  the  line  cut  on  a  lead  centre  on  tfie  too. 
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4.  An  observation  made  by  John  Roberts  and  Samuel  II offer  in  the  fall 
of  1 854,  gave  3°  6'  W.  as  the  declination  of  the  needle.  C.  A.  Schott  of 
the  United  States  Coast  Survey  found  in  an  observation  made  at  the  capi- 
tol  in  July,  1S62,  3°  44.5'.  In  October,  1874,  II.  Alricks,  Jr.  and  J.  Simpson 
Africa  made  solar  observations  for  the  true  meridian,  each  using  a  different 
method,  and  found  the  declination  to  be  4°  51'  W.  The  same  result  was 
obtained  in  tests  on  the  line  in  the  capital  grounds. 

Progression  from  1854  to  1862,  7.6  years,  38.5  minutes,  equal  to  5.1’  per 
year. 

Progression  from  July.  1862,  to  October,  1874,  12.3  years,  66. 5  minutes, 
equal  to  5.4  per  year. 

General  average  from  1854  to  1874,  5.3'  per  year. 

Erie — George  Platt,  0.  S  ,  Erie,  October  16,  1876. 

1.  The  meridian  line  for  this  county  is  located  in  the  Erie  city  cemetery. 

2.  I  caD  find  no  record  when  established,  but  I  find  the  first  record  of  de¬ 
clination  to  be  in  April,  1855. 

3.  By  two  monuments  of  marble  placed  about  two  hundred  (200J  feet 
apart.  The  monuments  being  about  five  (5)  feet  high,  and  are  set  in  sandstone 
bases.  The  line  being  designated  by  vertical  lines  cut  in  the  stone  and 
filled  with  black  paint. 

4.  Some  needles  record  a  declination  of  two  degrees,  and  thirty-five  (2° 
35')  minutes  west,  while  others  give  as  high  as  two  degrees  and  fifty-seven 
(2°  57')  minutes  west,  being  about  (2°  46')  mean  variation  west. 

To  give  the  progression  since  the  establishment  of  the  line,  I  have  no 
better  way  than  to  give  the  record  of  the  same  needle  from  year  to  year 
that  was  first  recorded  :  1855,  1°  33'  west ;  1856,  1°  30'  west  ;  1857,  1° 
35'  west  ;  1858,  1°  45'  west  ;  1859,  1°  35'  west :  1860,  1°  40'  west ;  1861, 
1°  30'  west;  1862,  1°  30'  west ;  1863,  1°  30'  west. 

The  foregoing  declinations  were  recorded  by  Samuel  Low,  who  estab¬ 
lished  the  line  when  the  monuments  were  placed  in  position.  His  record 
closed  in  1863.  The  following  is  taken  from  Samuel  Wilson’s  observa¬ 
tions — 1863,  2°  00'  west;  1864,  2°  05' west ;  1865,  2°  00' west ;  1866, 
2°  15' west;  1867,  2°  15' west ;  1868,  2°  15' west;  1869,  2°  15'  west ; 
1870,  2°  25' west  ;  1871,  2°  20' west ;  1872,  2°  20' west ;  1873,2°  50' 
west ;  1874,  2C  30'  west ;  1875,  2C  45'  west;  1876,  2°  50'  west. 

The  above  declinations  were  taken  during  the  month  of  April  of  each 
year,  but  there  has  been  no  record  of  temperature  kept,  neither  has  any 
allowance  been  made  for  diurnal  variation. 

5.  There  are  very  few  land  marks  left  in  this  county  in  comparison  to 
the  number  that  at  one  time  no  doubt  existed. 
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The  tests  by  measurement  cannot  be  relied  upon,  lor  tliu  reason  that  the 
tracts  iu  this  county  are  in  excess  of  the  same,  arid  the  surplus  is  not  uniform , 
land  here  in  many  cases  over-running  the  quantity  called  lor  by  the  old 
deeds  to  the  amount  of  ten  and  fourteen  per  cent  ,  beside  the  six  per  cent, 
allowance  for  roads,  &c. 

6.  I  would  suggest  that  if  we  muni  use  tin  needle,  th  it  cadi  township 
should  have  its  own  meridian  established  at  or  near  its  centre. 

The  next  best  thing  to  do  is  to  abolish  the  use  of  the  needle  entirely,  and 
establish  base  lines  for  each  township  and  city,  and  have  them  laid  down 
and  recorded,  the  true  astronomical  course  and  all  surveys  made  by  trian¬ 
gulation  from  that  line.  The  bearing  of  the  line  would  be  of  no  consequence 
so  long  as  it  is  known,  or  I  should  say  that  it  need  not  necessarily  be  on 
the  meridian,  but  on  any  bearing  that  may  bn  most  convenient  lor  the 
locality. 

In  the  first  place  a  meridian  line  located  at  any  one  point  in  any  county 
in  the  State,  will  not  serve  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  declinatiou  of 
the  needle  only  for  that  point. 

Should  you  wish  to  make  a  survey  a  few  miles  north  of  that  point,  you 
would  find  such  a  change  of  declination  that  the  needle  would  be  compara¬ 
tively  useless,  the  same  difficulty  would  occur  if  your  survey  wen;  to  be 
made  south  of  the  point,  only  the  declination  would  be  less  in  proportion. 

There  is  a  difference  of  variation  between  the  east  line  of  this  county  and 
the  west  line  of  nearly  forty-six  (40')  minutes.  Now  when  yon  take  into 
account  that  one  (1')  minute  error. in  course  produces  eighteen  and  one  half 
(18J)  inches  departure  in  one  mile,  it  is  very  easy  to  conceive  what  trouble 
would  arise  in  running  a  line  from  six  to  eight  miles  (which  1  frequently 
have  occasion  to  do)  in  length.  The  change  of  declination  at  points  east 
or  west  of  the  meridian  is  much  greater  than  at  points  north  or  south,  but 
the  change  in  any  direction  is  sufficient  to  make  the  needle  absolutely  use* 
less  for  accurate  work  even  on  short  lines. 

Should  you  adopt  back  and  lore  sights  (which  should  always  be  done) 
in  establishing  long  lines,  you  are  still  liable  to  two  or  three  minutes  error 
in  your  first  sight,  for  I  do  not  believe  t fiat  there  is  any  person  who  can 
determine  the  contact  of  the  needle  with  the  graduation  of  the  compass,  of 
even  the  largest  size  within  three  minutes  to  any  certainly,  and  an  error 
of  that  amount  would  be  a  serious  objection  in  locating  roads,  or  tracing 
tract  lines  any  considerable  distance. 

Another  objection  to  the  common  use  of  the  needle  is  its  diurnal  cr 
daily  variation,  which  is  not  uniform,  temperature  having  considerable  in¬ 
fluence  over  it.  By  dispensing  with  the  use  of  the  needle,  we  also  deprive 
inexperienced  men  and  boys  from  running  lines  and  making  surveys  that 
tend  only  to  mischief.  In  some  localities  where  surveyors  sue  not  handy 
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some  person  will  provide  himself  with  a  compass,  and  will  run  lines  with 
as  much  assurance  as  if  he  were  stretching  a  line  between  two  posts  a  few 
rods  apart.  Such  men  do  great  injury  by  blazing  trees  through  the  woods, 
without  testing  their  work  or  perhaps  not  knowing  how.  I  have  often 
found  lines  to  diverge  sixty  feet  in  running  two  or  three  miles,  and  have 
invariably  found  it  to  be  caused  by  inexperienced  men,  and  perhaps  inferior 
instruments. 

The  Solar  compass  would  obviate  a  great  deal  of  the  difficulty,  for  you 
could  be  positive  as  to  your  meridian,  provided  that  your  adjustments 
were  perfect,  but  there  are  not  many  surveyors  that  understand  the  use  of 
them,  and  unless  there  was  a  law  requiring  their  use  would  not  provide 
themselves  with  one.  If  such  a  law  were  enacted  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  weeding  out  incompetent  men  ;  and  here  let  me  saj7  fhat  there  should 
be  a  law  requiring  all  surveyors  to  be  examined  as  to  qualifications,  &c., 
by  a  competent  board,  and  not  be  permitted  to  make  surveys  and  record 
them  unless  they  held  a  certificate  from  such  board. 

Surveying  is  as  much  a  profession  as  medicine  or  the  law,  and  no  person 
should  be  allowed  to  practice  it  without  authority  any  more  than  a  lawyer 
should  be  allowed  to  practice  in  our  courts  without  being  admitted  to  the 
bar. 

I  would  suggest  for  what  it  is  worth,  that  there  should  be  a  carefully 
measured  base  line  established  in  each  township,  the  bearing  of  which 
should  be  ascertained  astronomically,  and  the  distance  measured  with  care¬ 
fully  prepared  rods,  the  line  when  measured  to  be  made  level  by  means  of 
stakes  and  strips  of  boards  lacked  upon  them,  so  that  the  contact  of  the 
rods  may  be  made  certain.  At  eacli  end  of  the  line  I  would  set  6tones  in 
such  a  way  that  they  would  not  bo  disturbed  by  action  of  frost,  the  stones 
to  have  holes  drilled  in  them  to  receive  lead,  and  the  trigonometrical 
points  made  in  the  head  of  a  copper  nail  driven  in  the  lead.  From  such  a 
base  line  the  whole  township  can  be  measured  accurately  by  means  of 
triangles,  either  side  of  any  of  the  triangles  forming  new  base  lines,  the 
length  of  which  to  he  determined  by  calculation,  and  if  proved  will  bo  as 
accurate  as  the  main  base. 

It  would  take  but  a  short  time  to  establish  lines  through  uud  around  any 
township  and  record  them,  so  that  any  surveyor  would  have  no  difficulty 
in  finding  and  using  them — the  bearings  of  the  different  lines,  of  course, 
are  ascertained  by  their  angle  with  the  base  line  ;  by  this  means  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  finding  corners  years  hence,  and  the  surveyor 
would  not  be  misled  by  the  eccentricities  of  the  needle. 

I  think  that  if  the  whole  State  could  be  re-surveyed  by  means  of  triangula¬ 
tion,  that  what  would  be  gained  by  re-assessment  and  saving  of  vexatious 
litigation,  would  more  than  pay  for  the  survey  ;  of  course  we  cannot 
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change  old  land  marks,  but  \vc  can  record  them  as  they  arc,  and  give  cor¬ 
rect  areas  bounded  by  such. 

Fayette — Andrew  J.  Gilmore,  C.  S  ,  L’lriontuwn.  (Jet.  6.  1876. 

1.  At  the  east  end  of  Main  street.  Union  borough,  Fayette  county,  Pa. 

2.  The  meridian  line  was  established  in  th»*  year  1851  ;  do  not  know  the 
exact  dates. 

Two  stone  columns  about  four  and  one-half  feet  high,  set  on  masonry, 
one  north  and  the  other  south  of  the  Eastern  bridge,  where  the  National 
road,  or  Main  street,  crosses  Redstone  creek,  about  six  hundred  feet  apart. 

4.  .1.  It.  Jamison's  compass  gave,  in  1852,  1  7.\'  west,  and  in  1873,  2° 

-Ju'  ;  average  nearly  four  minutes  per  year.  \V.  II.  Speer’s  compas3  gave, 
in  1860,  1°  40',  and  in  1860,  2  10';  annual  average  four  and  one-third 

minutes  A.  -J.  Gilmore’s  transit  in  June,  1872,  gave  2-  15'  (noon,)  and 
in  October,  1876,  (0  A.  M.)  2°  33'  ;  annual  average  four  minutes. 

5.  In  my  experience  in  running  old  lines,  it  seems  that  the  needle  was 
moving  eastward  prior  to  about  the  year  1812,  and  since  that  time  it  has 
been  moving  westward.  1  find  lines  that  were  run  in  1785,  to  run  about 
the  same  bearing  with  my  instrument  (which  lias  the  vernier  set  to  read 
t he  true  bearing  by  the  meridian)  would  make  the  variation  about  two  and 
a  half  degrees  west  byT  the  magnetic  needle.  The  line  of  no  variation  would 
seem  to  have  passed  through  this  county  about  the  year  18-10.  From  1785 
to  1812,  the  needle  moved  eastward  ;  moving  at  the  same  rate  westward 
from  1812,  it  would  reach  the  same  point  in  1839  as  17S5,  leaving  thirty, 
seven  years  it  has  been  moving  westward  at  the  rate  of  four  and  one-third 
minutes  per  annum,  would  make  one  and  two-third  degrees,  which  is  a  little 
too  much  declination. 

.  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  meridian  established  here  makes  too  much 
declination,  although  I  am  not  certain  of  that.  In  comparing  the  reports, 
il  this  meridian  shows  more  declination  than  others  that  should  show  the 
same,  it  would  confirm  that  opinion. 

Forest— Samvel  1).  Irwin,  0.  S.,  Tionesta,  October  4,  1876. 

1  received  your  circular  and  instructions  (in  print)  relative  to  a  true  me¬ 
ridian  line  in  Forest  county. 

The  law  establishing  a  line  as  aforesaid  was  set  at  naught  by  the  commis¬ 
sioners  ot  tin’s  county,  ]  called  their  attention  to  it  some  eight  years  ago, 
and  once  or  twice  since,  but  each  board  of  county  commissioners  (although 
the  law  is  imperative  in  its  terms)  has  done  nothing,  but  have  made  default, 
so  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  report. 

Having  run  and  traced  many  of  the  old  warrant  lines  of  the  early  patents 
-in  tin’s  county,  I  find  the  variation  of  the  needle  to  be  usually  2°  15'  east  ; 
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or,  in  other  words,  to  run  a  line  run  due  north  (magnetic  course)  in  1191 
to  1794,  the  time  most  of  our  lands  were  originally  surve3Ted,  the  direction 
or  magnetic  course  now  would  lie  north  2°  15'  east.  I  remember  in  1866 
trying  some  ot  these  same  lines,  and  the  bearing  was  north  2°  25'  east,  and 
have  so  noted  on  some  of  my  notes.  So  1  believe  the  magnetic  current  is- 
working  back  SI0WI3-.  This  may  or  may  not  be  of  any  practical  utility. 
This  seems  to  partially  answer  your  3  and  4-  interrogatories,  yet  only 
amounts  as  it  is  to  a  personal  observation,  which  may  be  true  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  State. 

Now  a  true  meridian  line  should  be  established,  I  believe,  in  every  county, 
so  that  the  surveyor  of  wild  lands  can  go  to  it  yearly  to  adjust  and  test  his 
chain  and  compass,  in  no  other  way  can  he  be  rightly  qualified  to  discharge 
his  duties  as  a  surveyor.  The  double  lines  run  through  the  woods,  the 
law  suits,  troubles  and  griefs  incident  upon  random  running  of  lines,  is  a 
sufficient  commentary  on  not  having  a  system,  a  true  meridian  line  to  regu¬ 
late  and  guage  the  ever  dunging,  treacherous  magnetic  compass. 

Franklin — Jotix  XV.  Kuiin,  0.  S.,  Chamber  sbu-rg,  Oct.  30,  1870. 

4.  The  records  of  our  county  show  declination  at  the  time  of  the  erection 
of  the  meridian  line  to- have  been  as  follows:  Emanuel  Kuhn,  who  was 
county  surveyor  at  that  time,  records  on  January  3,  1852,  1°  42'  west  of 
north;  J.  D.  Goldsmith,  on  March  13,  1852,  1°  40' ;  Emanuel  Kuhn,  on 
April  13,  1852,  1°  44'.  During  the  month  of  April  of  the  same  year  a  num¬ 
ber  recorded  from  1°  30'  to  1°  50'.  I  have  run  out  a  number  of  lines  that 
Emanuel  Kuhn  had  run,  and  find  that  having  my  compass  properly  adjusted 
to  the  meridian  line,  1  generally  can  trace  those  lines  pretty  accurately, 
hence  1  conclude  that  the  declination  he  recorded  January  3,  1852,  was 
about  correct. 

1  see  also,  by  comparing  the  records  all  through,  that  taking  the  records 
of  various  surveyors  for  a  number  of  years  the  progression  has  been  nearly 
four  minutes,  or  about  three  and  seven-eighths  minutes  per  year,  on  an 
average  for  twenty-four  years,  and  has  now  reached  about  3°*15'  west. 

John  13.  Kaufman,  Upper  Sirasburg,  Oct.  31,  1876. 

1.  The  meridian  line  for  Franklin  county  is  located  in  a  field  on  the  alms, 
house  farm,  near  the  buildings,  about  one  and  three-quarter  miles  S.  E.  E. 
from  the  public  square  of  Ghambersburg. 

2.  It  was  established  in  December,  1851.  The  first  observation  having- 
been  made  by  E.  Kuhn,  Esq.,  then  county  surveyor,  on  the  24th  December, 
1851,  and  recorded  January  3,  1852.  Was  established  by  J.  Stilly,  G.  E. 

3.  It  is  marked  by  two  monuments  of  hewn  stone,  dimensions  above¬ 
ground  about  six  by  eight  inches  in  thickness,  and  about  three  feet  high 
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Eacli  surmounted  with  an  iron  point  painted  white,  (the  stones  being  black.) 
They  are  placed  about  four  hundred  feet  apart,  and  are  sunk  deeply  in  the 
ground,  and  firmly  secured  to  prevent  all  possibility  of  disturbance  or  re¬ 
placement. 

4.  The  declination  in  IS7G  as  shown  by  the  average  of  seven  instruments 
is  3°  10'  west.  The  change  since  the  spring  of  1852,  is  fully  a  degree  and 
a  half,  or  about  3  7  5'  per  year.  The  average  of  fourteen  instruments  tested 
in  1852,  gives  1°  30',  and  six  in  1804,  gives  2  llj'.  [Here  follows  the 
averages  for  each  year.]  1  have  given  the  extremes  of  each  year,  showing 
a  considerable  diversity  or  discrepancy  in  the  results  of  different  instill¬ 
ments,  evidently  showing  that  many  of  them  must  have  been  seriously  de¬ 
fective,  or  out  of  adjustment ,  caused,  probably,  by  imperfect  centering,  eccen¬ 
tricity  of  sights,  absence  of  spirit-levels,  so  that  it  is  dillicult  to  place  tin 
sights  in  a  perpendicular  position,  dull  centre  pin,  or  perhaps  by  needb 
having  partially  lost  its  polarity,  or  at  least  greatly  weakened.  Then  the 
diurnal  variation  may  have  affected  some  instruments  to  some  extent.  1 
gave  the  average  results  of  each  year,  from  the  records  in  the  commis¬ 
sioners’  office,  although  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  average  in  some  yeais 
has  been  unduly  affected  by  the  presence  or  absence  of  such  as  show  ex¬ 
treme  results,  as  in  very  few  years  have  all  the  surveyors  made  records  of 
their  adjustments  or  observations.  Rut  taking  a  few  of  the  best  instru¬ 
ments  that  have  been  tested  most  frequently,  it  would  appear  that  the  aver¬ 
age  annual  change  during  the  first  hall  of  the  period  (from  1^52  to  1SG1,) 
was  about  3J  minutes,  and  for  the  last  half  (from  1801  to  1870,)  it  has  been 
at  the  rate  of  about  4),  minutes  per  year,  indicating  a  slight  acceleration 
in  the  rate  of  change. 

5.  1  am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  trigonometrical  lines  established  or 
marked  in  this  county,  at  least  I  do  not  know  of  any,  except  the  southern 
boundary  line  of  our  county,  (Mason  and  Dixon  s  line;)  but  as  I  live  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  county,  and  never  did  much  work  in  the  souther: 
tier  of  townships,  I  never  had  occasion  to  lest  any  considerable  portion  i  t 
that  line,  b(U  found  the  portion  thereof  that  I  did  run  to  correspond  wit: 
our  meridian  (making  allowance  for  difference  in  locality)  as  near  as  I 
could  judge,  considering  the  distance  from  Chambersburg,  as  the  part  ot 
line  in  question  is  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  from  the  poor  house 
farm,  in  a  south-westerly  direction,  consequently  the  needle  there  wftuld 
vary  less  than  at  the  meridan  line. 

G.  Although  the  law  of  1850.  imperfectly  as  it  has  been  observed  by  the 
majority  of  surveyors,  has  been  productive  of  much  greater  uniformity  in 
results  than  before  the  meridian  line  was  established,  so  long  as  survey¬ 
ors  are  satisfied  and  continue  to  work  with  old  worn  out  compasses, 
graduated  (o  whole  degrees,  sights  bent,  needle  not  reversing  within  a 
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whole  degree,  no  vernier  or  levels,  so  long  will  the  anticipated  advantages 
be,  to  a  great  extent,  frustrated  and  prove  nugatory.  Nothing  short  of  the 
improved  vernier  compass,  and  well  adjusted  in  all  its  parts,  should  be 
taken  to  the  field  at  all,  and  better  still  would  it  be,  were  it  required  that 
all  surveys  be  made  with  instruments  capable  of  taking  angles  independ¬ 
ently  of  the  needle,  as,  for  instance,  the  railroad  compass,  the  surveyors’ 
•or  engineers  transit,  or  the  solar  compass.  Even  then  the  business  of  the 
Land  Purveyor  would  for  a  long  time  to  come  present  difficulties  in  dealing 
with  the  errors  and  imperfections  of  the  old  surveys  and  lines  extending 
in  the  oldei  portions  of  the  State  over  a  period  of  more  than  a  century  and 
a  half.  I  have  often  thought  too  that  great  advantages  would  be  derived 
from  a  system  of  triangulation  over  the  State,  covering  the  several  counties 
with  a  net-work  of  lines  and  angular  points  at  convenient  distances,  the 
lines  to  be  of  moderate  length,  their  direction  and  lengths  accurately  de¬ 
termined,  the  angular  points  plainly  and  permanently  marked,  so  that  all 
lines,  or  the  most  important  lines  of  each  of  them,  might  be  referred  to  such 
lines  or  points.  The  whole  to  be  recorded  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  easily 
accessible  to  all  surveyors.  A  plan  of  this  kind  might  be  thought  too  ex¬ 
pensive  to  be  practicable,  but  when  we  consider  the  vast  amounts  annually 
expended  in  vexatious  land  suits,  caused  by  disputed  lines,  and  the  re¬ 
proach  the  profession  of  the  Land  Surveyor  suffers  thereby,  it  seems  at 
feast  worthy  of  serious  consideration.  It  would  also  perhaps  require  in  a 
surveyor  a  higher  degree  of  scientific  knowledge  than  many  now  possess  ; 
but  would  that  be  a  serious  disadvantage  ?  In  the  interest  of  the  profes¬ 
sion  of  my  choice,  and  as  a  lover  of  peace  and  good  will  among  neighbors 
and  land-holders,  I  hail  with  unfeigned  satisfaction  the  movement  which 
you  nave  inaugurated,  and  hope  it  may  inure  to  benefit  of  surveyors  and 
of  the  landholders  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Gkeexg — C.  C.  Brock,  C.  S.,  Way  no-burg,  Oct.  9,  1876. 

1.  At  Waynesburg. 

-•  Between  1850  and  September  28,  1852.  At  which  date  J.  S.  M’- 
Conell  made  the  first  recorded  adjustment,  vid  -15'  west,  on  his  instrument 
at  that  time. 

3.  Stones  cut  for  the  purpose,  and  set  in  other  large  stones,  which  are 
sunk  in  the  ground  below  frost  depth. 

4.  Present  variation  2~  3'  west  The  needle  seems  to  be  moving  west, 
at  about  the  rate  of  3'  15"  annually. 

6.  The  surveyors  have,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  come  up  to  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  act  ot  Assembly,  consequently  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years  more,  the  bearings  of  the  lines  in  the  county  will  have  generally  been 
taken  with  reference  to  the  established  meridian. 
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II r mi xu do \  IIexky  WTi.sox,  C.  S.,  Donation,  Aoe.  27.  lv70. 

1.  In  the  court  bouse  pounds,  borough  of  Huntingdon. 

in  the  bill  of  1851.  or  early  part  of  1852,  by  John  Reed  and  J.  Simp¬ 
son  Africa. 

3  l>v  a  cast-iron  post  at  the  south,  and  a  stone  at  the  north  end.  Both 
secured  by  masonry  below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  each  having  above 
the  ground  a  vertical  groove  in  the  direction  of  the  meridian. 

6.  In  November,  1870,  1  re-traced  a  line  about  live  miles  west  of  the 
borough  of  Huntingdon,  which  had  been  carefully  run  and  marked  19th 
April,  1860.  The  bearing  at  that  date  was  north  41=]  -  east  1  found  it,  at 
this  time,  to  be  north  42]  cast,  a  difference  of  one  degree,  equal  to  3  ]  minutes 
per  year.  Surveys  made  in  this  county  in  1794,  1  find  require  an  allow¬ 
ance  of  about  S:  15'  to  run  them  now. 

J.  Simpson  Airica,  Nov.  1.  1876. 

1,2  and  3  described  by  Mr.  Wilson,  0  S.  The  length  of  lie*  line  is 
214.5  feet  The  stone  marking  the  northern  point  in  the  line  was  broken 
olf  in  1863,  when  the  court  house  and  grounds  were  occupied  as  a  rendez¬ 
vous  by  the  military. 

4.  Declination  in  April,  1852,  by  the  most  reliable  instruments,  2  If/ 

west.  An  average  of  six  observations  made  with  a  solar  compass  at  differ¬ 
ent  hours  on  the  19th  and  21st  days  of  August,  1874,  gave  a  western  de¬ 
clination  of  3  3t'.  Difference  in  22  3  years  1  18',  equal  to  3  5  minutes 

per  year. 

5.  On  a  line  established  for  my  own  convenience,  exempt  from  any  local 
attraction,  the  progression  in  the  declination  of  the  needle  from  the  21st 
day  of  May,  18*49,  until  the  29th  day  of  October,  1874,  a  period  of  25.4 
years,  was  one  degree  and  thirty-five  minutes,  equal  to  3.74  minutes  per 
year.  Numerous  tests  of  new  lines  I  had  run  from  184S  to  1858,  and  re¬ 
traced,  generally  with  the  same  instrument,  in  1872  and  1874,  gave  an  aver¬ 
age  annual  progression  of  3.05  minutes.  On  the  10th  day  of  September, 
1858,  I  ran  a  new  line,  about  eight  miles  south-east  of  the  borough  of  Hun¬ 
tingdon,  for  a  distance  exceeding  a  mile,  and  on  the  23th  day  of  October, 
1874,  16  1  years  afterward,  1  re-traced  the  line  with  the  same  instrument, 
and  running  in  the  same  direction  as  in  1858,  and  found  the  declination  to 
have  increased  one  degree,  equal  to  3.73  minutes  per  year. 

The  method  of  obtaining  the  correct  declination  with  instruments  with¬ 
out  verniers,  used  soon  after  the  establishment  of  the  county  meridian,  was 
to  set  the  instrument  on  the  southern  point,  with  the  needle  precisely  at 
zero,  and  make  a  mark  in  the  line  of  sight  at  right  angles  from  the  northern 
point;  measure  the  distance  from  this  mark  to  the  northern  point,  then, 
having  the  length  of  the  line  and  this  distance,  the  deflection  from  the  true 
meridian  was  calculated  in  degrees  and  minutes. 
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Jefferson — James  Caldwell,  Borough  Engineer.  Brookville ,  Oct.  20,  1  ST 6. 

1.  It  is  located  on  the  public  grounds,  at  an  elevation  of  220  feet  above 
Red  Bank  creek,  and  three  squares  north  of  the  court  house  in  the  borough 
of  Brookville. 

2.  It  was  established  at  the  instance  of  the  county  commissioners,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  act  of  I860,  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  A.  I).  1851,  and  a 
standard  measure  placed  in  their  office  of  33  feet  in  length. 

3.  It  is  marked  by  two  large  stones  set  firmly  in  the  grouu  1,  at  about  •"■30 
feet  apart,  with  centre  mark  on  top  of  each. 

4.  The  present  declination,  according  to  the  last  entry  made  in  the  book 
kept  for  that  purpose  in  the  office  of  the  county  commissioners,  was  made 
by  myself  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  1876,  and  is  as  follows  : 

Variation  of  compass  two  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  west,  (2~  30'.) 

Variation  of  transit  two  degrees  and  forty-live  minutes  west,  (2°  45'.) 

I  have  recorded  the  variation  of  rny  instruments  regularly  in  the  month 
of  April  each  and  every  year  since  1852.  The  variation  at  that  time  was 
one  degree  and  twenty  minutes  (1°  20')  west  of  the  established  meridian 
line.  I  am  the  only  man  in  this  county  who  has  followed  up  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  act  >'f  1850.  The  first  entry  made  in  the  book,  was  made  by 
Robert  Walker  (by  whom  the  line  was  established)  on  the  day  the  line  was 
marked  upon  the  ground  ;  and  by  the  record,  I  see  his  compass  varied  one 
degree  west  of  established  line. 

The  declination  or  variation  of  the  needle  is  still  increasing  to  the  west, 
if  you  desire  to  have  it,  I  can  give  you  the  variation  of  the  needle,  as  taken 
by  me,  in  the  month  of  April  in  each  year  since  1852. 

Yearly  increase  since  1852,  i.  e.  the  average  increase,  two  minutes  fifty- 
live  seconds,  (0°  2'  55".) 

5.  In  re-tracing  of  fixed  and  certain  lines,  and  lines  run  by  me  informer 
years  with  the  variation  (as  it  then  was)  set  off  I  find  no  difficulty  in  run¬ 
ning  now7,  (with  the  present  variation  set  off,)  so  that  the  true  bearing  then 
entered  in  my  field  book  is  just  the  true  bearing  of  to-day  (1876)  with  the 
present  variation. 

As  the  declination  or  variation  of  the  established  meridian  line  increases, 
so  does  the  variation  of  the  land  lines  increase  just  the  same.  An  experi¬ 
enced  surveyor  or  engineer  will  always  watch  carefully  the  diurnal  varia¬ 
tion,  if  he  wishes  to  follow7  the  lines  closely,  for  the  sun  has,  in  hot  weather, 
an  influence  on  the  needle,  if  exposed  to  his  rays  any  length  of  time,  and 
will  cause  it  to  vary  from  Jen  to  fifteen  minutes  in  a  few  hours.  I  have 
proved  it  to  be  so. 

6.  Would  it  not  be  well,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  to  have 
a  supplementary  act  to  the  act  of  1850  passed,  requiring  land  surveyors 
and  civil  engineers  to  use  only  such  instruments  as  are  constructed  with  a 
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vernier  scale,  so  that  the  variation  can  be  sot  oil',  and  the  instrument  clamped 
lirmly  that  it  cannot  move  ' 

Many  (would  be)  surveyors  iu  tins  part  ol'  the  country  are  using  what 
are  called  plain  instruments,  without  any  vernier,  and  have  to  guess  at  the 
variation,  unless  it  happens  to  be  a  whole,  a  half  or  a  quarter  degree.  Some 
of  them  try  their  instruments  on  the  meridian  line  once  in  two  or  three 
years,  and  some  not  at  all.  When  they  make  a  survey  they  always  give 
the  magnetic  bearing,  and  arc  a  source  of  annoyance  to  competent  men, 
and  one  cause  of  vexatious  litigation.  I  see  that  in  Canada  “so  great  is 
the  distrust  of  needle  instruments,  that  the  Provincial  Land  surveyors  art- 
forbidden  to  use  an  instrument  in  their  land  surveys,  unless  it  is  capable  of 
taking  angles  independently  of  the  needle.” 

Incompetent  men,  and  incompetent  instruments,  by  some  means,  should 
be  driven  from  the  profession. 

Lebanon — II.  C.  Gkittincf.i-.,  Cur  me  all,  Xov  4,  1876. 

1.  Lebanon,  Lebanon  county.  Pa. 

2.  April  7,  1851. 

3.  The  south-east  corner  of  base  of  court  house  was  taken  as  southern 
terminus,  and  a  large  tree  on  Gravel  Hill,  about  a  mile  distant,  as  northern 
terminus,  with  an  intermediate  point  200  feet  from  southern  end.  In  1861, 
owing  to  the  removal  of  the  tree,  and  the  obstruction  of  the  view  by  several 
buildings,  the  northern  point  was  changed  to  a  target  attached  to  south 
end  of  Lebanon  Paper  Co.’s  mill  on  Eighth  street,  about  400  yards  distant 
from  court  house.  In  1872,  owing  to  obstruction  caused  by  trees,  a  new 
meridian  was  established  in  the  Independent  District  north  of  Lebanon,  the 
northern  terminus  being  a  large  marble  monument  in  Mt.  Lebanon  ceme¬ 
tery,  and  the  southern  a  marble  post  at  west  side  of  Main  avenue  to  ceme¬ 
tery,  a  short  distance  from  entrance. 

4.  The  variation  of  the  needle  at  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  a  me¬ 
ridian  iu  1851,  was  3°  30'  west. 

Since  then  the  progression  westward  has  been  about  3  minutes  and  20 
seconds  annually. 

The  variation  on  the  same  compass  with  which  the  meridian  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1851,  being  4°  52'  west  in  April,  1876. 

Lebanon — Martin  Meii.y,  C.  S.,  Ono  Fost  Office,  Ocl.  20,  1876. 

1.  Iu  the  borough  of  Lebanon — on  the  pavement  91  perches  east  of  the 
court  house,  with  a  signal  post  one  mild  off. 

2.  April  6,  1874. 

3.  A  marble  stone  marked  W  on  the  weff  side,  and  E  on  the  east  side, 
and  a  signal  post  a  mile  off. 
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4.  Declination  in  April.  1851,  3°  30'  west;  in  April,  1876,  4°  45'  ;  dif¬ 
ference  1°  16',  equal  to  three  mintes  per  annum. 

Lycoming— Robert  II  Faries,  C.  E.,  Williamsport ,  Ocl.  23,  1876. 

] .  None. 

2.  None. 

3.  Not  marked. 

4.  In  1857  a  map  of  Williamsport  was  published,  known  as  M  Minn  s 
map,  in  which  the  latitude  of  the  city  is  put  down  at  41°  19'  north,  and 
the  longitude  i\'  west  of  Washington,  or  77°  5'  45"  west  of  Greenwich. 
This  has  generally  been  taken  as  the  true  latitude  and  longitude  of  Wil¬ 
liamsport.  Mr.  M  Minn's  character  as  a  scientific  man,  being  considered 
a  sufficient  guarantee  of  its  correctness. 

In  a  publication  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  "I  find  that  on  tne  28th  o 
July.  1841,  Alexander  D.  Bache  (late  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey) 
was  here  for  the  purpose  of  making  astronomical  and  magnetic  observa¬ 
tions— establishing  his  station  “from  the  academy  south-west  by  south  350 
feet  in  the  angle  of  a  road.”  (The  academy  here  meant,  is  the  old  Octago¬ 
nal  building  near  John  B.  Hall’s  residence,  West  Third  street.)  By  a  large 
number  of  observations  made  with  different  magnetic  needles,  he  ascer¬ 
tained  the  latitude  to  be  41°  14'  3"— the  3"  being  rejected  in  correction- 
410  14'  is  now  established  as  the  true  latitude  of  this  city,  taking  the  old 
academy  as  the  base. 

He  also  made  observations,  both  astronomical  and  chronometrical,  for  as¬ 
certaining  the  true  longitude,  which  resulted  in  fixing  the  longitude  of  the 
city  at  7  7°  2'  west  of  Greenwich,  or  1'  west  of  Washington.  The  true 
difference  in  time,  as  ascertained  chronometrically,  between  the  Girard  Ob¬ 
servatory  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  old  Williamsport  Academy,  is  seven 
minutes  and  twenty-eight  seconds.  The  declination  or  variation  of  the 
needle  July  28,  1841,  as  ascertained  by  Mr.  Bache,  was  3°  31  2'.  In  1862, 
as  ascertained  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Schott,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  it  was  4°  25.7', 
being  an  annual  increase  of  western  declination  of  2.6'.  It  the  same  an¬ 
nual  increase  has  continued  up  to  this  time,  (1873,)  then  tne  variation  ot 
the  magnetic  needle  at  this  date  (1873)  must  be  about  4  54'  west  at  Wil¬ 
liamsport. 

In  July,  1841,  Mr.  Bache  found,  by  actual  observation,  the  dip  of  the 
needle  to  be,  at  this  city,  72°  54.4',  and  in  August,  1862,  Mr.  Schott  also, 
by  actual  observation,  found  it  to  be  72-  51',  a  mean  annual  decrease  of 
dip  from  1841  to  1862,  of  sixteen  one-hundredths  of  a  minute." 

(The  above  from  Josiah  Emery,  Esqr.,  in  Blair  and  M  Math  s  history  of 
Williamsport.) 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  I  would  state  that  about  the  year  1874,  a 
party  was  sent  to  this  locality  by  Prof.  Ililgard,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  to 
make  observations,  &c.,  who  established  a  true  meridian  in  an  open  field 
near  the  Ilcrdic  House,  but  left  n»  permanent  monuments  upon  the  meridian 
so  established. 

On  the  5th  oi  September,  1875,  John  15.  Otto  present  city  surveyor)  es¬ 
tablished  a  true  meridian  in  the  grounds  surrounding  his  father’s  residence, 
corner  of  Lycoming  and  Centre  streets,  Fourth  ward,  finding  the  varia¬ 
tions  to  be  4°  46'  west,  verifying  the  observations  of  Mr.  Schott  in  1862, 
of  an  annual  increase  of  western  declination  of  about  2.6',  and  agreeing 
with  Mr.  Emery’s  calculation  within  8',  so  that  the  variation  of  the  needle 
at  this  place  may  be  safely  put  down  at  4  55’  west  declination  Sept.  187ij, 
with  an  annual  increase  westward  of  2.6'  per  annum. 

5.  The  law  of  1850  has  never  been  complied  with  in  this  county,  and 
there  are  no  permanent  monuments,  to  my  knowledge,  nor  has  there  ever 
been  any  reports  of  variation  of  the  needle  kept  by  the  commissioners, 
though  the  practical  utility  of  such  an  observance  of  tin*  law  is  unques¬ 
tioned,  and  the  benefits  to  be  derived  therefrom  admitted  by  all. 

Meriuck  Reedkk,  Newberry,  Oct.  It),  1 S  7  <  > . 

-.  No  met  idian  line  has  been  established  in  Lycoming  county,  or  stand¬ 
ard  measure  for  chains. 

4.  1  find  no  records  in  the  county.  In  tracing  lines  that  were  run  in 
1792-3,  there  is  a  variation  of  from  24  to  3  degrees,  and  sometimes  even 

greater. 

5.  In  establishing  corners  where  all  the  original  monuments  have  been 
removed,  we  find  it  very  difficult.  If  two  of  the  adjacent  monuments  are 
on  the  ground,  we  can  get  the  true  bearings  of  Hie  survey,  and  from  that 
and  the  measurement  establish  the  others. 

G.  The  original  surveys  of  this  county,  in  many  instances,  have  been  made 
on  paper,  without  running  the  lines.  The  deputy  surveyor  would  run 
mound  a  large  tiact  of  country  and  draw  the  inside  lines  on  paper,  and  call 
the  inside  corners  posts. 

When  the  re-surveys  have  been  made,  as  a  consequence  the  corners  of 
inside  tracts  do  not  come  together  ;  1  find  some  as  far  as  thirty  or  forty  rods 
upuit,  while  the  official  copy  shows  that  they  should  come  together;  these 
inaccuracies  have  caused  a  great  deal  of  litigatiox. 

Mercer— R.  A.  M’Kim,  C.  S.,  Mercer,  Oct,  12,  1876. 

1.  In  park  cast  of  court  house. 

-•  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three. 

3.  By  monuments  of  stone  masonry. 

1.  First  record  in  docket  made  December,  1853,  declination  of  needle  55" 

west. 
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Miffiix — John  Swabtzell,  Siglerville,  Oct.  21,  18V 6. 


1 .  The  meridian  line  is  located  outlie  Poor-House  farm,  about  one-fourth 
of  a  mile  east  of  Lewistown. 

2.  Said  meridian  line,  after  several  observations  at  various  dates,  was 


finally  established  on  the  5th  day  of  March,  1851. 

3.  It  is  marked  by  two  locust  posts,  said  to  be  set  into  the  ground  to  the 
depth  of  seven  feet ;  one  at  each  end  of  the  line,  at  the  distai. ce  of  592  feet 
3  inches  apart,  and  six  feet  above  the  surface.  Tops  sharpened  and  painted 


white. 

4.  The  present  declination  of  the  needle  from  the  meridian  line  is  not 
known.  The  post  at  the  south  end  of  the  line  commenced  to  lean  to  the 
north-west  about  1868,  and  continued  to  do  so  more  each  year,  and  is  now 
entirely  gone. 

Declination  in  April,  1851 , 1°  55'  W.  ;  in  April,  18?  1,  3°  5' ;  average  an 
nua!  progression  3|L 

5.  I  have  found  the  adjusted  compass  very  convenient  in  re-tracing  the 


lines  of  those  large  batches  of  mountain  lands  surveyed  in  1?93  and  1194. 
In  nearly  every  case  I  could  follow  those  lines  by  running  a  half  degree  to 
the  left.  I  have  also  found  it  very  convenient  in  re-surveying  new  lines 
that  were  surveyed  with  the  adjusted  compass. 

6.  A  meridian  line,  if  strictly  adhered  to  by  the  surveyors  of  each  county, 
would  certainly  soon  be  found  a  great  convenience  to  those  surveyors  ;  and 
I  would  be  highly  pleased  if  some  stringent  law  would  be  enacted,  com- 
veiling  the  commissioners  of  each  county  to  establish,  on  a  permanent 
foundation,  with  imperishable  materials  and  proper  marks,  a  meridian  line 
for  each  county  in  the  State  ;  and  that  the  surveyors  be  compelled  to  take 
notice  of  the  same,  and  make  all  their  surveys  accordingly.  Many  of  the 
adjustments  in  this  county  amounted  to  nothing— all  their  surveys  weie 
made  to  the  old  magnetic  bearing. 


David  Hough,  Lewistown,  Oct.  23,  lSiO. 

■The  answers  to  the  1st,  2d,  3d  and  4th  questions  are  similar  to  those 
given  above  by  Mr.  Swartzell.] 

5.  I  have  found  that  in  the  last  twenty  (20)  years  the  variation  has 
steadily  increased  about  three  minutes  (3')  to  the  right  or  east. 

6.  I  think  it  is  too  late  to  begin  to  re-trace  our  lines  in  Pennsylvania  by 
compasses'  adjusted  to  a  true  meridian,  and  give  the  courses  or  bearings 
accordingly,  as  all  of  our  surveys  were  made  or  run  by  a  magnetic  meri¬ 
dian  ",  and  in  many  surveys  I  find  the  variation  to  differ  from  5  to  2  on 
going  around  them,  therefore  you  must  change  ;  and  as  to  chaining,  it  is  or 
has  been  worse  done  than  the  compass  work. 
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And  the  only  way  to  locate  those  old  surveys,  is  to  find  their  courses  and 
distances  by  their  work  on  the  ground.  It  is  truly  right  and  proper  to  have 
a  true  meridian  lfne  established  in  each  county,  and  compel  each  and  every 
surveyor  in  the  county  to  meet  on  a  certain  day  in  April  of  each  year,  and 
correct  their  compasses  in  the  presence  of  each  other,  and  all  the  surveyors 
to  sign  each  certificate,  and  by  that  means  we  would  get  a  much  truer  ad¬ 
justment;  also,  with  the  chain,  have  the  corrections  done  on  the  same  dav 
and  in  the  presence  of  each  other. 

Wm.  J.  Swigart,  C.  S.,  Lewislotcn,  Oct.  19,  1876. 

1.  On  adjoining  fields  of  George  M’Kee  and  C.  Swigart,  in  west  end  of 
Granville  township. 

2.  September,  1875. 

3.  By  wooden  posts  set  in  the  ground  at  each  terminus  of  the  line. 

4.  Three  degrees  and  thirty-six  minutes  west. 

6.  The  meridian,  marked  some  years  ago,  on  the  poor  house  farm,  near 
Lewistown,  has  become  destroyed  and  has  been  out  of  use  since  before  my 
election.  If  there  has  been  a  book  kept  in  the  commissioners’  office,  I  can¬ 
not  find  it,  and  the  present  clerk  knows  nothing  of  it.  The  commissioners 
have  never  authorized  me,  or  any  one,  to  re-establish  the  marks.  The  one 
I  report  in  Granville  township,  1  put  up  last  fall  merely  for  my  own  accom¬ 
modation,  and  not  by  authority  of  the  commissioners. 

Montour— Geo.  W.  West,  Danville,  Oct.  24,  187G. 

4.  1  very  much  regret  that  the  commissioners  of  Montour  county  have 
not  complied  with  the  act  of  the  26th  of  April,  1850.  It  prevent  us  from 
answering  your  question  and  from  much  satisfactory  knowledge  of  the  de. 
clination  of  the  needle. 

5.  I  can  say  nothing  on  this  worth  noting. 

6.  I  think  that  meridians  should  be  estaulished  accurately  in  each  county 
by  properly  qualified  parties  having  the  requisite  instruments. 

Perry — Jas.  B.  IIackett,  New  Bloomfield,  Oct.  18,  1876. 

1.  The  commissioners  of  Perry  county  have  never  established  a  true  me 
ridian  line. 

G.  The  surveys  in  Perry  county  have  all  been  made  and  returned  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  magnetic  bearing  at  the  time  the  survey  was  made,  and  we  have 
no  way  of  ascertaining  the  declination  or  variation  now,  except  from  marks 
found  on  the  ground  and  our  own  experience  and  knowledge  as  practical 
surveyors. 

The  most  of  our  mountain  land  was  surveyed  from  1793  to  1800,  after  the 
fifty  shilling  act  of  1793,  April  3,  went  into  operation.  On  these  surveys 
3  A — Sec  Int.  Aff. 
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I  now  find  a  variation  of  from  3^  to  3-|  degrees  westward  from  what  they 
ran  at  that  time. 

On  surveys  made  from  1810  to  1820  there  is  now  fully"2£  degrees  varia¬ 
tion. 

I  have  been  a  practical  surveyor  since  1842 — 34  years,  and  1  find  in  re¬ 
tracing  my  old  surveys  that  the  needle  has  travelled  fully  14  degrees  to  the 
west  in  that  time,  or  averaging  about  one  degree  in  every  20  years. 

Somerset — Jonathan  H.  Fritz,  C.  S.,  Somerset,  Aon.  3,  18 1 6. 

1.  At  the  court  house,  in  Somerset  borough. 

2.  Established  in  October,  1855,  by  the  clerk  of  county  commissioners: 
re-established  May  4,  1875,  by  J.  H.  Fritz,  E.  D.  Yutzy  and  R.  J.  Batzer. 

3.  Line  is  117  feet  in  length,  and  is  marked  at  each  end  by  a  cast-iron 
post,  the  -base  of  which  extends  3|  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
and  is  surrounded  with  stones. 

4.  The  variation  in  October,  1855,  was  one  degree  west,  and  on  May  4, 

1875,  when  the  line  was  re-established,  was  2°  45',  and  on  November  1, 

1876,  2°  55'. 

6.  I  consider  the  law  defective  in  the  collection  of  fines.  It  should  be 
the  duty  of  the  county  surveyors  to  see  that  the  law  is  duly  enforced,  and 
have  the  power  to  prosecute  any  surveyor  who  neglects  or  refuses  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  with  a  penalty  of  $100  if  he  (county 
surveyor)  neglects  to  enforce  the  law. 

Susquehanna — James  W.  Chapman,  C.  S.,  Montrose,  Oct.  23,  1876. 

Your  circular  of  the  2d  inst.,  relative  to  meridian  lines,  was  received. 

1  have  to  inform  you  that  the  act  of  1S50,  requiring  the  county  commis¬ 
sioners  to  procure  the  establishment  of  a  meridian  line  and  a  standard  mea¬ 
sure  for  chains,  was  totally  neglected  in  this  county,  and  there  is,  there¬ 
fore,  no  records  from  which  to  answer  your  inquiries.  If  I  am  correctly 
informed,  several  of  the  neighboring  counties  likewise  failed  to  comply 
with  the  law,  and  surveyors  are,  of  course,  unable  to  meet  their  part  of  the 
requirement. 

If  you  find  it  has  been  disregarded  by  any  considerable  number  of  coun¬ 
ties,  would  it  not  be  well  to  suggest  to  the  Legislature,  at  its  coming  ses¬ 
sion,  to  pass  a  supplement  to  the  law,  more  imperative  in  its  provisions,  to 
accomplish  the  object.  My  own  observation,  concurred  in  by  other  sur¬ 
veyors  with  whom  I  have  consulted,  makes  it  apparent  that  the  declination 
of  the  needle  has  been  increasing  more  rapidly  for  some  years  past  than 
formerly,  and  from  tracing  the  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  State  line  in 
several  places  within  in  a  few  years,  (which  is  said  to  have  been  run  at 
right  angles  with  the  true  meridian,)  as  well  as  from  other  sources  upon 
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which  to  rely,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  present  variation  here  is  about 
6£  J  west,  though  some  other  surveyors  think  it  is  rather  more.  It  may  be 
6^  by  some  compasses,  as  mine  apparently  indicates  a  trifle  less  than  others 
with  which  it  has  been  compared. 

I  have  been  contemplating  for  some  time  getting  up  an  apparatus  for 
taking  an  observation  ot  the  polar  star  at  the  proper  time,  as  it  is  several 
years  since  I  have  done  so,  and  if  I  do  I  will  inform  you  of  the  result. 

Tioga  County— Hon.  II.  W.  Williams,  P.  J  ,  Wellsboro’,  Oct.  10,  1876. 

A  our  circular  of  date  13th,  relating  to  meridian  lines,  &c.,  is  received. 
Upon  inquiry  I  find  that  none  has  been  established  iif  this  county.  I  am, 
therefore,  unable  to  give  the  information  desired.  I  will,  however,  endeavor 
to  see  our  county  commissioners  and  sec  that  such  a  line  is  established  at 
an  early  date,  and  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  1850  brought  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  our  board  and  of  the  county  surveyor. 

Tioga — David  IIei.se,  Wellsboro ’,  Oct.  17,  1876. 

1.  No  meridian  line  ever  established  in  this  county. 

6.  No  meridan  line  having  been  established  in  this  county,  I  will  make 
here  a  few  remarks.  I  have  never  made  any  particular  observations  of  the 
north  star  to  ascertain  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle.  For  my  own 
use,  and  to  ascertain  the  increasing  variation  of  the  needle,  I  established  on 
my  piemises,  in  October,  1858,  a  north  and  south  liuc  as  the  compass  then 
pointed  it  out.  By  taking  an  observation  witli  the  same  compass  and  nee¬ 
dle  now,  I  find  that  the  west  variation  has  increased  since  that  time  1°  21'. 

Foi  several  years  after  1858,  I  could  perceive  no  increase  in  the  variation 
till  in  April,  1S65,  when  I  found  that  a  variation  of  one-eighth  of  a  degree 
had  taken  place,  since  that  time  the  west  variation  has  been  increasing, 
though  not  at  a  regular  rate.  The  surveys  of  the  Lottery  warrants  in  this 
county,  along  the  principal  streams,  were  made  in  1786  and  1 787.  Most  of 
the  other  surveys  from  1792  to  1794.  The  lines  of  these  surveys  now  vary 
from  three  to  four  degrees.  On  a  stone  placed  in  the  line  dividing  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Aork,  at  the  point  where  Troup’s  creek 
crosses  said  line,  I  found  the  following  inscription  :  “109  miles  36  chains, 
variation  1°  52'  west,  1787.”  By  running  a  line  in  October,  1864,  a  short 
distance  noitli  of  the  State  line,  in  Liudley  township,  N.  Ah,  for  a  distance 
of  more  than  four  miles,  I  made  the  bearing  of  the  State  line,  N.  85°  49' 
AV  .  by  the  compass.  The  variation  since  1864,  according  to  my  observa¬ 
tions,  is  1°  15',  so  that  the  present  bearing  of  the  State  line  would  be  N. 
84°  34'  W.  by  the  magnetic  needle. 

Union— Conrad  Sheckler,  C.  S.,  Forest  Hill,  Oct.  30,  1876. 

1.  College  grounds,  Lewisburg,  Union  county,  Pa. 

2.  January,  A.  D.  1869. 
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3.  Two  marble  monuments. 

4.  Present  declination,  4°  35'  west ;  progression  since  establishment,  24'. 

6.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  in  locating  lines  or  corners  of  tracts  of  land 

that  bearings  were  not  taken  to  trees  or  other  prominent  objects.  Corners 
get  lost,  witness  trees  are  carelessly  marked,  frequently  pointing  in  a  differ¬ 
ent  direction  from  the  corner,  creating  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  uncer¬ 
tainty. 

R.  F.  Brown,  Lewisburg,  Oct.  30,  1876. 

1.  On  college  campus,  or  grounds  of  the  University  at  Lewisbuig. 

2.  In  January,  A.  D.  1869. 

3.  With  two  marble  monuments. 

4.  October  26,  A.  D.  1876,4°  35';  in  January,  1869,4°  11';  difference, 
24'  in  nearly  eight  years. 

5.  Lines  run  in  1769,  and  again  run  in  1869,  differed  ,  (strong  with 
common  compass  ;)  at  present,  1°.  Lines  run  m  1793  and  1794,  and  again 
in  1S69,  differed  2£°,  and  at  present  differ  3°. 

Washington— Allen  J.  White,  C.  S  ,  Fike  Run,  Dec.  8,  1876. 

1.  In  the  college  campus,  in  Washington. 

2.  In  1852. 

3.  By  stones  set  as  monuments. 

4.  About  2°  west  of  north. 

There  seems  to  be  considerable  difference  in  compasses.  At  the  date  of 
establishment  some  are  recorded  as  pointing  due  north  ;  others  varying 
from  4|'  to  35'  west. 

Wayne — Lewis  S.  Collins,  Honesdale,  Oct.  25,  1.876. 

1.  Is  located  in  the  yard  or  park  east  of  the  public  buildings,  at  the 
county  seat,  in  Honesdale. 

2.  Established  in  1855. 

3.  Is  marked  by  rectangular  cut-stone  posts,  set  in  the  ground  five  feet 
deep,  at  each  end  of  the  meridian.  Upon  the  top  of  each  post  is  cut  an 
N,  showing  the  exact  position  of  the  meridian  line. 

4.  Present  declination,  about  6°  45'  west. 

In  regard  to  the  progression  since  establishment  of  the  line,  see  enclosed 
table  of  the  declination  of  the  compass  of  nineteen  different  surveyors  from 
the  Wayne  county  meridian,  as  they  have  recorded  them  in  the  book  kept 
by  the  county  commissioners.  I  have  copied  the  record  from  1855  to  1866, 
inclusive.  It  would  appear  from  this  record  that  either  the  observations 
were  very  inaccurately  made  or  there  is  great  difference  in  the  declination 
indicated  by  the  different  compasses.  In  some  instances  the  surveyor  has 
noted  that  his  compass  was  subject  to  local  attraction,  caused  by  metals 
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used  in  the  construction  of  the  public  buildings  near  by  ;  in  others  that  his 
instrument  had  recently  been  repaired,  the  needle  re-magnetized,  &c.  After 
1866  the  law  requiring  the  annual  adjustment  of  compasses  seems  to  have 
been  somewhat  neglected,  aud  the  record  is  not  so  full.  In  the  table  is 
given  the  declination  for  1873,  1375  and  1876,  as  recorded  by  surveyors 
who  had  also  adjusted  their  compasses  during  the  ten  years  from  1855  to 
1866.  Many  of  these  compasses  were  plain  without  a  vernier,  and  the 
amount  of  declination,  less  than  half  a  degree,  was  necessarily  estimated. 
The  stones  marking  the  extremities  of  the  meridian  line  being  set  in  the 
ground,  which  is  here  a  sandy  loam,  are  liable  to  be  thrown  out  of  position 
by  the  action  of  frost  or  accidental  concussions.  The  two  stones  marking 
the  standard  for  two  pole  chains  have  been  moved  in  some  way  .  so  that  the 
distance  between  them  is  now  by  a  Chesterman’s  steel  tape,  one  and  one- 
half  inches  short.  One  of  these  stones  is  also  the  stone  marking  the  south 
extremity  of  the  meridian  line.  The  new  court  house,  now  in  process  of 
erection,  when  completed,  will  be  directly  in  the  line  of  sight  from  one  end 
to  the  other  of  the  present  meridian  line,  so  that  hereafter  the  adjustment 
of  compasses  on  that  line  will  be  impracticable.  There  have  been  com¬ 
passes  adjusted  from  1866  to  1876  by  other  surveyors  than  those  noticed  in 
the  enclosed  table,  but  as  their  record  does  not  extend  back  to  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  meridian  I  have  not  given  them. 

5.  In  retracing  old  lines  we  find  the  change  of  declination  from  former 
surveys  to  be  from  3°  to  4°.  In  many  instances  there  has  been  a  re-survey 
or  allotment  made,  and  the  surveyor  at  that  time  changed  the  original  to 
the  then  magnetic  bearing.  In  these  cases  we  find  the  change  now  about 
3|°.  Where  the  original  bearing  has  been  retained  we  find  the  change 
sometimes  as  great  as  4°. 

[Note. — The  declination  in  1855,  as  ascertained  by  an  average  of  the  tests  of  fifteen 
instruments,  was  5°  29  west,  and  in  1870,  as  given  above  by  Mr.  Collins,  G°  45',  show¬ 
ing  an  annual  progression  of  3.6'  per  year.  The  various  tests  made  during  the  inter¬ 
vening  years  show  such  diverse  results  that  it  seems  to  be  evident  that  the  line  is 
affected  by  local  attraction. — l)ep.  Sec'y .] 

Westmoreland — Cyrus  T.  Long,  C.  S.,  Greensburg,  Oct.  21,  1876. 

1.  Located  in  the  academy  ground  at  the  north  end  of  borough  of  Greens- 
burg. 

2.  Established,  March  27,  1852,  but  no  use  appears  to  have  been  made 
of  it  by  surveyors  until  April  10,  1854. 

3.  Marked  stone  columns.  Each  stone  having  a  niche  cut  into  it  and 
made  black  as  if  lacquered,  and  so  arranged  that  a  party  testing  an  instru¬ 
ment  will  have  to  place  it  midway  between  the  stones  and  in  line  with  the 
marks  on  the  same. 
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4.  The  variation  as  recorded  in  our  county-  records  are  about  as  follows  : 

Average  of  observations  made  in  1854,  one  degree  west;  in  1876,  two 
degrees  and  thirty  minutes. 

lion  Samuel  L.  Carpenter,  October  12,  1876,  reports  the  same  results  as 
those  given  by  Mr.  Long. 

Wyoming — Thos.  A.  Miller,  C.  S.,  Tunkhannoclc ,  Oct.  5,  1876. 

1.  I  would  state  that  the  provisions  of  the  above  law  have  not  been  com¬ 
plied  with  in  this  county,  therefore  there  is  no  meridian  established  in  the 
same. 

6.  I  find  by  actual  practice  in  tracing  old  lines  that  since  the  year  1800 
the  variation  of  the  needle  has  been  at  the  rate  of  three  minutes  each  year, 
or  at  the  rate  of  one  degree  in  twenty  years,  up  to  the  present  time. 

York — William  L.  Keech,  C.  S.,  York,  Dec.  9,  1876. 

1.  At  poor  house. 

2.  January,  1875. 

3.  Four  granite  stones,  steel  pointed  centres,  100,  50  and  33  feet  apart. 

4.  Present  declination  of  needle,  4°  54'  west — sis  minutes  increase. 

6.  The  meridian  line  and  standard  measure  was  established  about  one- 
year  ago,  consequently  cannot  say  much  more  than  that  the  surveyors  have 
pretty  generally  registered. 

New  Jersey" — Hon.  John  Clement,  Haddon field ,  Oct.  11,  1876. 

1.  Mount  Holly,  Burlington  county,  May’s  Landing,  Atlantic  county, 
Woodbury,  Gloucester  county,  Bridgeton,  Cumberland  county,  Salem,  Sa¬ 
lem  county,  Cape  May  Court  House,  Cape  May  county. 

2.  By  act  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  February  4,  1863 — supple¬ 
ment,  March  24,  1864. 

3.  By  act  of  1863,  there  was  to  be  a  plate,  fixed  on  a  stone  post — the 
plate  to  be  marked  with  the  true  meridian — the  supplement  of  1864,  pro¬ 
vided  for  two  stone  posts  at  least  100  feet  apart  in  the  line  of  the  true  me¬ 
ridian. 

4.  The  following  tests  were  made  and  reported  by  the  members  of  the 
Surveyors’  association  of  West  New  Jersey  : 

Mount  Holly. — September  1,  1866,  average  of  ten  tests  by 
six  instruments,  four  at  12  o’clock  noon  and  six  at  1  o’clock 
P.  M.,  cloudy  with  some  mist,  thermometer  near  90°.  . .  5°  36'  west. 

August  9,  1870,  average  of  tests  made  by  sixteen  instru¬ 
ments,  between  2  and  4  o’clock  P.  M.,  thermometer  about 
90° . 

(Difference,  24',  equal  to  6'  per  year.) 


6°  00’  west. 
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August  12,  1873,  average  of  tests  made  by  eleven  instru¬ 
ments,  at  12  o’clock  M.,  thermometer  85° .  6°  11'  west.- 


(Progression  since  1870,  11',  equal  to  3;'  per  year  ;  or  since 
1866,  35',  equal  to  5'  per  year  ) 

January  5,  1875,  average  of  tests  made  by  nineteen  instru¬ 
ments,  at  1 1  o’clock  A.  M  ,  thermometer  20° .  6°  14'. 

(Progression  since  1866,  38' 8.3  years,  equal  to  4.6'  per  year.) 

Woodbury. — August  13,  1867,  average  of  twenty-three  tests, 
made  by  thirteen  instruments,  at  10£  o’clock  A.  M.,  ther¬ 


mometer  about  90° .  4°  43'. 

August  11,  1874,  average  of  twenty  tests,  made  by  twenty 
instruments,  at  94  o’clock  A.  M.,  thermometer  80°  ;  104 
o’clock  thermometer  84°  ;  and  at  1 A.  M.  thermometer 

86° .  5°  13'. 

(Progression  in  seven  years,  30',  equal  to  4|'  per  year.) 

Bridgeton. — August  13,  1872,  average  of  tests  made  by  eleven 

instruments,  at  12  o’clock  M.,.  thermometer  95° .  4°  31'. 

May’s  Landing. — August  10,  1875,  average  of  tests  made  by 
thirteen  instruments,  at  12  o’clock  M.,  thermometer  80°  . .  5°  21'. 


5.  Practical  surveyors  differ  in  this  region  in  regard  to  the  amount  of 
variation  to  be  allowed  in  running  old  boundaries.  Some  allow  3'  to  the 
year,  some  3J'  to  the  year  from  1500  A.  D.  The  vague  and  doubtful  de¬ 
scriptions,  as  given  in  the  original  returns  to  surveys  in  West  New'  Jersey, 
have  been  the  cause  of  much  trouble  and  litigation. 

6.  No  settled  rule  can  be  adopted.  Bad  instruments,  careless  surveyors 
and  difference  in  temperature  may  be  considered  as  the  principal  causes. 

My  own  experience  is  that  3'  per  year  is  the  nearest  to  the  true  varia¬ 
tion. 


96936 
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TABLE  OF  RESULTS. 


County. 

Place. 

Date. 

Amount  of  decli¬ 
nation  west .... 

Dilferance . 

Time — years _ 

Average  annual 
progression  in 
minutes . 

Deg. 

Min. 

Deg. 

Min. 

Adams . 

Gettysburg . 

A  riff.. 

1 866. 

3 

30 

1 

Armstrong. . . . . . 

Kittanning . 

No  mp.rifh'jin 

1 

00 

16 

3.75 

Beaver . 

Beaver. . . !”! . 

May, 

1853, 

0 

00 

Bedford . 

Bedford . 

1850^ 

1 

30 

Hopewell . 

Auc.  14. 

1876! 

3 

11 

Berks . 

Reading . 

No  meridian  .  . 

Bradford . 

Towanda . 

1855, 

4 

20 

Bucks . . . 

Doylestown  . . 

1852! 

4 

30 

1859, 

5 

00 

30 

7 

4.30 

(Another  inst’t), 

1860, 

4 

35 

Nov., 

1876, 

5 

45 

1 

10 

16 

.  4.40 

Butler . 

Butler . 

Oct., 

1876, 

2 

05 

Cam  bria . 

Johnstown . 

1875' 

2 

17 

Johnstown . 

Sep.  6 

1875! 

2 

20 

Centre . 

Bellefonte.. . 

1855, 

2 

30 

Chester . 

West  Chester. . . . 

1852^ 

4 

20 

1876, 

0 

45 

1 

25 

24 

3.50 

Clearfield . 

Clearfield . 

1 

15 

21 

3.60 

Morrisdale . 

Oct.  23. 

1870. 

2 

42 

Columbia . 

Bloomsburg . 

No  meridian . . 

3.00 

Crawford . 

Meadville  .“. . 

No  meridian. . 

Cumberland  .... 

Carlisle . 

1854, 

2 

11 

1876! 

4 

2 

i 

51 

22 

5.00 

Dauphin . 

Harrisburg . 

Fall, 

1854, 

3 

6 

July, 

1862^ 

3 

44.5 

38.5 

7.6 

5.10 

Oct., 

1874, 

4 

51 

i 

06.5 

12.3 

5.40 

i 

45 

19.9 

5  30 

Dec.  2, 

1876, 

5 

10 

2 

04 

22.0 

5.60 

Elk . 

Ridgway . 

1855, 

i 

30 

Erie . 

EriP . 

1855; 

i 

33 

1876; 

2 

50 

i 

17 

21 

3.70 

Faj^ette . 

Uniontown . 

April, 

1852, 

1 

07i 

Oct., 

1876, 

2 

33' 

i 

25i 

24.5 

3.50 

Franklin . 

Cliambersburg. . . 

April, 

1852, 

1 

39 

Oct., 

1876; 

3 

10 

i 

31 

24.5 

3.70 

Greene . 

Waynesburg.. . . 

Oct., 

1876, 

2 

03 

3  25 

Huntingdon  .... 

Huntingdon . 

April, 

1852; 

2 

16 

Aug., 

1874, 

3 

34 

i 

18 

22.3 

3.50 

May  21, 

1849, 

Oct.  29, 

1874, 

i 

35 

25.4 

Sep.  10, 

1858, 

Oct.  28. 

1874. 

. .  . 

i 

00 

16.1 

3.73 

April  19.  1860. 

Nov., 

1876, 

i 

00 

16.6 

3.70 

Indiana . 

Indiana . 

Aug.  11, 

1857, 

i 

12 

Jefferson . 

Brookville . 

April, 

1852, 

i 

20 

April, 

1876, 

2 

45 

i 

25 

24 

3.50 

^Lebanon . 

Lebanon . 

April, 

1851, 

3 

30 

April, 

1876, 

4 

52 

i 

22 

25 

3.30 

Eycoming . 

Williamsport. . . . 

1862, 

4 

26 

1876, 

4 

55 

29 

14 

2.10 

Mercer . 

Mercer . 

Dec., 

1853, 

55 

Mifflin . 

Lewistown . 

April, 

1851, 

1 

55 

April, 

1871, 

3 

05 

i  ! 

10 

20 

3.50 

Oct., 

1876, 

3 

36 

. 
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Table  of  Results — Continued. 


County. 

Place. 

Date. 

c*  3 

r-*- 

5-  3 
o 

X  2. 

r  cd 
•  2. 

•  i 

DifTorance . 

Time — years ....' 

-  , 

=•3  c 
z  ^  3 

3*3 

X  X 

Deo  Mi  n . 

Deg.  Min. 

Jan.  14, 

1832, 

3  05 

April  17, 

1855, 

4  44 

1  39 

23.3 

4.25 

Montour . 

Danville . 

. .  No  meridian.. 

Perry . 

New  Bloomfield, . 

1  00 

20 

3.00 

Get., 

1  00 

Nov., 

1870, 

2  55 

1  55 

21 

5.50 

1 870, 

G  15 

Now  York  lino 

1S55’ 

3  80 

1876, 

5  26 

1  56 

21 

5.50 

WeUsboro’  . . . . 

1858, 

1870, 

1  21 

IS 

4  .50 

Lowisburg.  . 

Jan., 

1 800, 

4  11 

Oct., 

1876, 

4  35 

....  24 

7.8 

3.00 

I  IoilfiStlttlo  . 

5  29 

Oct., 

1876, 

0  45 

1  10 

21 

3.60 

Westmoreland. . 

IS.')], 

1  00 

1876, 

2  SO 

1  30 

90 

4.10 

Washington  . . . 

. .  Dec., 

1876, 

2  00 

York . 

York  . .  T . 

1870i 

4  54 

The  late  date  at  which  many  of  the  replies  to  the  circular  was  received 
prevented  the  preparation  of  some  additional  matter  on  the  subject  of  mag¬ 
netic  declination  that  was  intended  to  be  embodied  in  this  report. 

All  of  these  observations  contain  a  small  amount  of  error,  caused  by  the 
diurnal  and  seasonal  changes,  but  as  they  extend  over  a  number  of  years 
these  aberrations  do  not  materially  affect  the  results  obtained.  A  much 
more  serious  error  is  attributable  to  imperfections  of  instruments. 

True  meridian  lines  should  be  located  so  as  to  be  exempt  from  attraction 
caused  by  the  proximity  to  gutter  spouts,  lightning  rods,  iron  used  in 
fences  or  buildings,  gas  or  water  pipes,  &c.  After  careful  planetary  ob¬ 
servations  have  been  made,  and  verified  by  repeated  trials,  the  lines  should 
be  accurately  marked  with  pillars  ef  durable  material,  sunk  so  far  below 
the  surface  of  the  ground  as  to  be  immovable  by  frost  or  concussions.  No 
two  in  the  Commonwealth  have  been  marked  alike,  and  it  is  questionable 
if  all  are  correct. 

Surveyors’  instruments  should  be  correctly  graduated  ;  have  the  centre- 
pin  sharp  and  precisely  in  the  centre  of  the  graduated  circle.  The  needle 
should  be  perfectly  straight  and  kept  well  magnetized.  All  metallic  sub¬ 
stances,  such  as  pocket-knives,  keys,  steel  watch-chains,  or  buttons  with 
an  iron  body,  should  be  kept  away  from  the  instrument  when  the  bearing 
of  a  line  is  taken. 

The  suggestion  made  by  Judge  Hall,  of  Bedford,  that  the  law  of  1850 
might  be  so  modified  as  to  allow  the  magnetic  bearing  of  lines  to  be  given, 
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and  require  the  surveyor  to  note  on  his  draft  the  amount  of  the  declination 
of  die  needle  from  the  true  meridian,  is  a  good  one,  and  is  worthy  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Legislature. 

The  members  of  the  “Association  of  Practical  Surveyors  of  West  New 
Jersey”  meet  at  least  annually,  at  one  of  the  county  towns  in  their  district, 
and  in  the  presence  of  each  other  test  their  instruments  on  the  meridian, 
noting  the  hour  at  which  the  tests  are  made,  the  state  of  the  thermometer 
and  condition  of  the  atmosphere.  Greater  uniformity  of  results  is  thus 
obtained  than  under  our  system,  where  each  surveyor  consults  his  own 
convenience  as  to  the  time  at  which  he  will  test  his  instrument. 


Statement  showing  the  number  of  certificates  to  the  Slate  Treasurer ,  issued 
from  December  1,  1875,  to  November  30,  1876,  both  days  included,  with 
the  amount  of  purchase  money  and  fees  for  warrants,  patents,  c£c.;  also, 
copying  fees  received  and  paid  during  the  same  period. 


Month  and  Yeap.. 

New  warrants. . . 

Patents  paid  for, 

Lions  paid  . 

Excess  tickets  . . 

Certific’s  to  State 
Treasurer . 

Purchase  money, 

Warrant  and  pat¬ 
ent  fees . 

Copying  fees. . . . 

Totals . 

1875,  December . 

1 

5 

1 

7 

$11  73 

$53  76 

§111  85 

$177  34 

1876,  January . 

4 

9 

i 

1 

15 

300  55 

146  80 

160  75 

608  10 

1S76,  February . 

4 

9 

13 

495  OR 

134  17 

1 13  50 

742  7-5 

1876,  March . 

6 

13 

282  69 

100  95 

139  75 

573  39 

1876,  April . 

1 

4 

5 

119  41 

65  on 

ms  9 a 

352  64 

1876,  May . 

7 

15 

1 

23 

792  00 

238  24 

179  50 

1,209  74 

1876,  June . 

6 

5 

1 

i 

13 

147  85 

103  66 

95  25 

346  76 

1876,  July . 

9 

5 

i 

15 

158  91 

115  00 

46  25 

320  16 

1876,  August . 

5 

12 

3 

20 

220  67 

131  15 

74  00 

425  82 

1876,  September . 

9! 

2 

25  00 

105  75 

1876,  October . 

3 

8 

ii 

240  83 

114  58 

62  25 

417  66 

1876,  November . 

2 

5 

5.*  •  • 

7 

8  26 

82  18 

178  50 

268  94 

Total . 

49 

85 

3 

7 

144 

2,777  98 

1,310  49 

1,460  58 

5,549  05 

RECAPITULATION. 


Purchase  money . 

Warrants  and  patent  fees .  §1,310  49 

Copying  fees .  1, 460  58 


Total  amount  paid  into  State  Treasury. 


$2,777  98 


2,771  07 
5,549  05 
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FEES  RECEIVED  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  NOVEMBER  30,  1S7G 

G65  copies  of  surveys .  $665  00 

107  copies  of  patents .  107  00 

197  copies  of  warrants.  .  .  98  50 

2G5  searches .  66  25 

57  connections,  embracing  407  tracts .  305  25 

34  copies  of  applications,  and  1  ,,-g  -g 

86  miscellaneous  copies,  * 

49  warrants  issued .  245  00 

Patent  fees,  including  warrants  of  acceptance  and  other  fees  . .  1  ,065  49 

2,771  07 

% 

RESUME  OF  BUSINESS  OF  TIIE  DEPARTMENT  FOR  THE  YEAR 
ENDING  NOVEMBER  30,  1876. 

LETTERS  RECEIVED  AND  ANSWERED. 

4,222  relative  to  land  office  business. 

945  relative  to  industrial  statistics. 

154  relative  to  railroads  and  assessments. 

REPORTS,  BLANKS  AND  CIRCULARS  FORWARDED. 

1,200  relative  to  land  office  business. 

12,500  relative  to  industrial  statistics  * 

2,300  relative  to  railroads  and  assessments. 

LAND  OFFICE. 

1,755  copies  of  original  papers  certified  and  issued  under  the  seal  of  the 
Department. 

2,811  searches  for  warrants  and  surveys,  required  for  patenting,  copying 
and  connections,  and  re-filing  the  same. 

1 , S 1 8  entries  in  fee  book,  transcribing  the  same  quarterly  for  settlement 
with  the  Auditor  General. 

4  quarterly  returns  to  Auditor  General. 

93  patents  written  and  recorded,  embracing  15,-559  acres  of  land. 

93  patents  indexed. 

85  tickets  issued  for  patenting. 

49  tickets  issued  for  warrants. 

3  tickets  issued  for  liens  paid. 

7  tickets  issued  for  excess. 

*  This  does  not  include  about  1,500  copies  of  the  Keport  of  Industrial  Statistics  deliv¬ 
ered  in  person  to  “  Centennial  ”  visitors  and  others. 
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3  warrants  to  accept  surveys  issued. 

3  warrants  to  accept  surveys,  registered,  numbered  and  filed. 

49  new  warrants  written,  registered,  numbered  and  filed. 

368  surveys  copied  and  certified  under  the  act  of  15th  February,  1833, 
compared  and  entered  in  books  of  such  surveys. 

49  new  warrants  issued  and  directed  to  county  surveyors  for  execution. 
49  new  warrants  recorded,  indexed  and  filed. 

316  entries  on  single  warrants  of  the  time  of  patenting. 

316  endorsements  on  surveys  of  the  time  of  patenting. 

144  calculations  made  of  sums  due. 

144  certificates  of  sums  due  directed  to  State  Treasurer. 

144  treasurers’  receipts  entered  and  delivered  to  the  Auditor  General. 

12  monthly  statements  delivered  to  the  Auditor  General. 

93  entries  in  warrant  registers  of  the  time  of  patenting.  * 

144  vouchers  written  and  entered  in  fee  book. 

144  vouchers  numbered  and  filed. 

57  new  surveys  from  county  surveyors,  calculated  and  compared  with 
warrants. 

57  new  surveys  entered  in  surveyors’  list  of  returns,  numbered  and  filed. 
62  certificates  of  liquidation  of  liens  made  out  and  forwarded  to  the 
protkonotaries  of  the  several  counties,  under  the  act  of  the  4th 
day  of  April,  1868. 

62  satisfactions  of  liens  entered  on  land-lien  dockets. 

57  new  surveys  noted  in  warrant  register. 

20  caveats  entered,  recorded  on  caveat  book  and  filed. 

14  citations  issued  and  noted  on  caveat  book. 

12  new  surveys  containing  an  excess  of  land  calculated,  compared  with 
warrant  and  placed  in  excess  file. 

19  new  surveys  calculated,  compared  with  the  warrants  and  returned 
to  county  surveyors  for  correction. 


APPENDIX. 


board  of  property. 

A  Board  of  Property,  consisting  of  the  Attorney  General,  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth  and  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  is  authorized  by  law. 
“  Their  powers  are  to  hear  and  determine  in  all  cases  of  controversy  on 
caveats,  in  all  matters  oi  difficulty  or  irregularity,  touching  escheats,  war¬ 
rants  on  escheats,  warrants  to  agree,  rights  of  pre-emptions,  promises,  im¬ 
perfect  titles,  or  otherwise,  which  heretofore  have,  or  hereafter  may  rise,  in 
transacting  the  business  of  the  said  Land  Office.’’ 

The  present  Board  consists  of : 

George  Lear,  Attorney  General. 

M.  S.  Quay,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

William  M’Candless,  Secretary  of  Internal  A  ffairs. 

Clerk  of  the  Board,  J.  Simpson  Africa. 

Stated  meetings  of  the  Board  will  be  held  on  the  third  V  ednesday  of 
each  alternate  month  of  the  year  187",  to  wit:  January  17th,  March  21st, 
May  16th,  July  18th,  September  19th  and  November  21st.  All  communi¬ 
cations  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board  should  be  addressed  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Internal  Affairs. 

No  particular  form  of  caveat  is  required,  but  the  application,  survey  or 
other  office  right  against  which  it  is  entered,  together  with  the  reasons  for 
filing  the  same,  should  be  distinctly  stated.  After  the  caveat  has  been  en¬ 
tered,  if  not  more  than  two  years  have  elapsed  before  proceeding  thereon, 
either  party  may  apply  for  a  citation  to  bring  the  matter  in  controversy  be¬ 
fore  the  Board,  and  after  citation  issues  must  give  the  opposing  party 
thirty  days’  notice  of  the  time  fixed  for  hearing  the  case  ;  and  either  desir¬ 
ing  to  take  depositions  to  be  read  in  evidence,  must  give  the  other  at  least 
ten  days’  notice  of  the  time  and  place  and  before  whom  they  are  to  be  taken. 

All  other  matters,  within  the  powers  of  the  Board  to  hear  and  determine, 
should  be  brought  before  it  by  petition. 


WARRANTS  AND  SURVEYS. 

A  warrant  or  order  of  survey  authorizes  only  the  survey  of  vacant  lauds, 
for  they  alone  belong  to  the  Commonwealth  to  grant.  But  whether  the  lands 
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applied  for  are  vacant  or  not,  the  land  officers  do  not  undertake  to  examine, 
and  in  most  instances  do  not  possess  the  means  of  ascertaining.  Of  this  the 
applicant  must  judge  for  himself.  If  he  knows  them  to  be  appropriated  by 
prior  right,  it  is  against  conscience  to  take  out  a  warrant  for  them,  or  to 
have  them  surveyed  as  vacant.  But  he  may  assert  the  invalidity  of  a  for¬ 
mer  grant  and  insist  on  a  survey.  In  that  case  the  deputy  surveyor  ought, 
it  it  be  known  to  him,  to  note  it  in  his  books  and  return  of  survey. 

Returns  of  Surveys. — Having  finished  the  survey  and  plotted  it,  the 
surveyor  ought  to  return  it  to  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs. 
This  is  an  important  part  of  his  duty.  Many  regulations  and  laws  have 
from  time  to  time  required  it,  and  from  its  omission  frequent  disputes  have 
occurred.  The  deputy  surveyor,  however,  is  not  obliged  to  return  the 
survey  until  his  fees  and  expenses  are  paid  ;  and  if  the  failure  to  return  is 
occasioned  by  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  party  to  defray  them,  any  loss 
thereby  sustained  is  imputable  to  him  and  not  to  the  officer.  The  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Proprietaries  and  the  acts  of  Assembly  concur  in  directing  the 
return  to  be  made  on  paying  for  the  survey.  *  *  *  If  the  party  pays  or 

tenders  the  fees,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  to  return  the  survey  in  a  con¬ 
venient  time,  and  the  neglect  or  fraud  of  the  surveyor  will  not  affect  his 
rights.  But  it  lies  on  the  party  to  show  that  the  want  of  the  return  was 
not  occasioned  by  any  default  or  neglect  of  his  own  ;  and  if  there  is  noth¬ 
ing  to  show  that  the  surveying  fees  were  paid,  the  inference  is  that  they 
were  not  paid.  The  deputy  being  a  sworn  officer,  is,  prima  facie,  pre¬ 
sumed  to  have  done  his  dutv. 

«/ 


PATENTS. 

The  patent  is  a  deed  from  the  Commonwealth,  under  its  great  seal,  con¬ 
veying  to  the  grantee  all  its  right  in  the  land,  describing  it  by  metes  and 
bounds,  and  passes,  as  respects  the  Commonwealth,  the  complete  legal 
title,  all  the  preparatory  measures  of  warrant,  application,  survey  and  ac¬ 
ceptance  being  merged  in  the  patent.  As  to  third  persons,  it  is  prima 
facie  evidence  that  all  the  previous  requisites  had  been  complied  with. 
Before  it  issues,  the  purchase  money  due  [and  the  patent  fee]  must  always 
be  paid  ;  and  the  land  is  henceforth  discharged  from  the  lien  which  till 
then  existed.  Generally,  the  grantee  is  concluded  by  the  lines  and  boun¬ 
daries  described  in  the  patent,  though  perhaps  in  a  special  case  there  might 
be  an  exception. 

Third  persons  claiming  by  warrant,  application,  settlement  or  otherwise, 
may  show  that  the  patent  was  wrongfully  issued  to  the  patentee,  or  rather 
that  he  is  trustee  for  him  who  has  the  right ;  the  material  consideration  being 
not  who  has  the  patent,  but  to  whom  it  ought  to  have  been  granted.  For 
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the  land  officers,  in  issuing  the  patent,  act  merely  in  a  ministerical  capacity, 
and  cannot  change  the  rules  of  law  or  rights  of  parties.  And  even  though 
he  who  has  the  patent  sell  to  a  bona  fide  purchaser  without  notice,  the 
vendee  is  in  no  better  situation.  XI is  claim  under  the  patent  may  be  con¬ 
tested  by  one  having  a  better  right  by  settlement,  warrant  or  location. 
These  titles  are  not  equities  within  the  ordinary  rule  of  being  unavailing 
against  a  purchaser  of  the  legal  title.  A  patent  founded  on  a  fraudulent 
survey,  or  obtained  by  misrepresentation  and  deceit,  is  void  against  third 
persons  afTected  by  it. 

The  patent,  however,  has  always  been  received  in  evidence  in  the  first 
instance,  to  show  that  the  legal  title  was  out  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
question  whether  it  is  good  is  a  subsequent  one. — Serceant. 


The  following  regulations  relative  to  issuing  patents  are  published  for 
the  information  and  guidance  of  owners  of  unpatented  lands  : 

I.  The  patent  must  issue  to  the  actual  owner  of  the  land  or  party  hold¬ 
ing  title  under  the  warrantee,  or  to  the  executors,  trustees,  or  heirs  and 
legal  representatives  of  the  person  in  whom  title  was  vested  at  death,  or  to 
the  guardians  of  minor  children  of  the  deceased. 

II.  Warrantees  who  remain  the  owners  of  the  land  warranted  and  sur¬ 
veyed  to  them,  can  obtain  patents  in  their  own  names,  (if  no  caveat  remains 
undetermined)  without  furnishing  any  brief  or  statement  of  title,  upon  pay¬ 
ment  of  back  purchase  money,  interest  and  fees. 

III.  Executors,  trustees  and  guardians  representing  the  warrantee,  or  his 
heirs,  who  apply  for  patents,  should  produce  evidence  of  their  appointment 
as  such. 

IV.  When  the  land  has  passed  out  of  the  ownership  of  the  original  war¬ 
rantee,  or  party  who  took  out  the  office  right,  the  applicant  for  patent  will 
be  required  to  furnish  evidence  of  ownership. 

V.  The  present  owner  of  a  part  of  a  tract  of  land  surveyed  in  pursuance 
of  any  given  warrant,  desiring  to  have  a  patent  in  his  own  name,  can  ob¬ 
tain  it  by  having  the  county  survej’or  make  return  of  survey  of*  such  part. 
In  making  the  survey,  the  county  surveyor  should,  besides  giving  the 
courses  and  distances  and  quantity  of  acres  in  the  particular  part,  indicate 
the  whole  of  the  original  tract  by  dotted  lines.  The  applicant  will  only 
be  required  to  pay  his  proportion  of  the  whole  amount  due  on  the  tract, 
with  fees.  Evidence  of  ownership  to  accompany  application. 

VI.  When  an  unpatented  original  tract  has  been  sold  and  sub-divided, 
the  several  present  owners  may  unite  in  an  application  for  patent  and  state¬ 
ment  of  title,  and  upon  payment  of  amount  due,  with  patent  and  other  fees, 
a  patent  will  issue  to  them,  the  said  applicants,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
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according  to  their  respective  rights  and  interests,  without  setting  forth  the 
particular  interest  of  each. 

VII.  In  cases  where  it  is  difficult  to  submit  the  evidence  of  title  required 
by  this  office  in  order  to  obtain  a  patent,  any  one  or  more  or  the  owners  of 

,an  unpatented  tract  can,  through  this  Department,  discharge  the  lien  against 
said  tract  by  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money,  interest  and  fees  shown 
to  be  due  by  the  land  lien  docket,  and  the  interest  since  accrued,  and  a 
patent  can  at  any  time  afterwards  be  issued  to  those  entitled  to  it  upon  proof 
of  ownership.  \ 

VIII.  The  accounts  in  the  lien  docket  are  calculated  to  June  1,  1868.  If 
to  the  amount  due,  as  shown  in  its  proper  column,  there  be  added  the  in¬ 
terest  accruing  from  June  1,  1868,  to  the  date  of  forwarding  the  docket  to 
the  prothonotary,  at  the  rate  given  in  the  column  of  rate  per  cent,  of  in¬ 
terest,  and  on  this  sum,  interest  be  calculated  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent, 
from  the  time  of  forwarding  the  docket  until  the  date  of  the  application  for 
patent,  it  will  give  the  amount  required  to  procure  a  patent.  (See  2d  sec. 
of  the  act  of  the  20th  of  May,  1864.)  Rut  interest  is  not  charged  on  patent 
or  other  fees.  (See  act  of  the  5th  of  May,  1871.) 


A  statement  of  the  amount  due  on  any  particular  tract  or  tracts,  or  any 
other  information  in  relation  thereto,  will  be  promptly  furnished,  on  appli¬ 
cation  to  this  office. 

Persons  sending  money  to  the  Department  of  Internal  Affairs  for  pay¬ 
ment  of  arrears  on  unpatented  lands  and  for  records,  &c.,  should  send  by 
registered  letter  or  express.  Drafts,  checks  or  post  office  money  orders 
must  be  made  payable  to  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

An  endorsement,  say  for  example,  ; ‘Returned,  &c.,  February  22,  ISIS,” 
which  is  frequently  found  on  copies  of  warrants  and  surveys,  does  not  mean 
the  date  at  which  the  return  of  survey  was  received  at  this  office,  but  the 
date  at  which  the  Surveyor  General  made  a  return  of  the  tract  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Land  Office  for  patenting.  And  when  such  endorsement  is  found 
on  the  back  of  a  copy  of  a  warrant  or  survey,  even  after  the  date  at  which 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  was  discontinued,  it  is  an  evi¬ 
dence  in  perhaps  more  than  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  one  hundred,  that  the 
tract  is  patented.  Some  exceptions  have  been  found.  Why  the  custom  of 
marking  the  warrants  and  surveys  thus,  when  a  tract  was  patented,  after 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  was  abolished  on  the  17th  of 
April,  1848,  is  not  apparent.  This  custom  was  discontinued  on  the  1st  of 

January,  1868,  and  the  endorsement,  “  Patented  to  - - - ,  IS — 

substituted. 
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A  mistaken  idea,  prevalent  with  many  people  not  familiar  with  the 
Land  Office,  is  that  the  Department  has  connected  drafts  showing  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  every  tract  of  land  surveyed  in  the  several  counties,  and  that  there¬ 
fore  whatever  of  vacant  land  there  may  be  in  the  State,  can  be  readily 
found  out  at  this  office,  and  that  information  can,  without  difficulty,  be 
given  as  to  the  adjoining  surveys  of  any  named  tract,  without  advising  the 
Department  of  the  names  and  dates  of  the  warrants  upon  which  such  sur¬ 
veys  were  made.  Ilad  the  lands  of  the  Commonwealth  been  first  surveyed, 
and  afterwards  sold,  this  idea  would  have  been  correct,  but  the  very  re¬ 
verse  was  the  fact,  for  the  lands  were  sold  and  warrants  for  subsequent 
surveys  issued.  And  because  of  this  policy  the  Department  has  only  single 
and  unconnected  copies  of  the  surveys.  Unless  a  given  survey  calls  for 
warrantee  adjoincrs,  it  would  be  a  work  altogether  out  of  proportion  to  the 
fees  allowed,  to  undertake  to  search  out  all  the  warrants  and  surveys,  per 
haps  for  a  whole  county,  in  order  to  find  the  adjoining  tracts,  or  search  for 
a  supposed  vacant  piece  of  land  ;  but  the  task  is  comparatively  easy  when 
the  party  seeking  the  information  learns,  as  he  can  more  readily  do  from 
the  county  surveyor,  or  persons  in  the  neighborhood,  the  names  of  all  the 
surrounding  warrantees  and  dates  of  warrants,  and  communicates  that  data 
to  this  office. 

It  will  be  observed,  from  the  foregoing,  that  in  communicating  with  the 
Department,  it  is  of  the  first  importance  to  give  the  name  of  the  warrantee 
and  date  of  warrant  of  the  survey  or  patent  about  which  inquiry  is  made  ; 
but  when  the  date  of  warrant  cannot  be  given,  the  party  asking  for  official 
copies  or  information  should  give  quantity  of  acres,  location  and  any  other 
data  in  his  possession  that  will  aid  in  searching  for  the  tract. 


Frequently  applications  for  warrants  for  land,  made  out  in  due  form,  are 
sent  to  the  office  unaccompanied  by  the  purchase  money  and  warrant  fee. 
Of  course  the  warrants  cannot  issue  until  the  proper  amount  of  money  is 
paid  into  the  State  Treasury,  and  the  applications  thus  made  gain  no  pri¬ 
ority  over  others  that  might  be  made  for  the  same  lands,  until  all  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  law  are  complied  with. 

The  law  does  not  contemplate  that  credit  should  be  given  on  account  of 
fees  for  searches  and  official  copies,  and  therefore,  to  save  correspondence 
and  insure  more  speedy  attention,  the  proper  amount  of  fees  should  be  sent 
with  each  order.  If  too  much  is  forwarded,  the  surplus  will  be  promptly 
returned  with  the  official  papers  asked  for. 
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Dates  at  which  the  county  land  lien  dockets  prepared  under  the  act  of  the  20th 
of  May,  1864,  and  the  supplement  of  the  iih  of  April,  1868,  were  forwarded 
to  the  prothonotaries  of  the  several  counties. 


Names  of  counties.  When  sent. 

Adams . May  6,  1869. 


Bedford . 

Berks . 

Bradford . 

Bucks . . . 

Clies  ter . 

Columbia . 

Dauphin . 

Delaware . 

Franklin . 

Fulton . 

Greene . . . 

Lancaster . 

Lebanon  . 

Lycoming . 

Montgomery . 

Montour . 

Northumberland  .  .  . 

Potter . 

Schuylkill . 

Susquehanna  . 


Somerset . May  25,  1869. 

Tioga .  “ 

Carbon . June  22,1869. 

Clinton .  ‘‘ 

Fayette .  “ 

Lehigh . 

Monroe .  ‘  ‘ 


Northampton  . 

Pike . 

Union . 

Wayne. . . 

Westmoreland 


Names  of  counties.  When  sent. 

Armstrong . July  11,  1869. 

Centre  . . . . 

Clarion .  “ 

Indiana  . 

Jefferson  . 

Venango  . 

Washington .  ‘  ‘ 

York . 

Beaver . Aug.  12,  1869. 

Butler .  ‘  ‘ 

Crawford . 

Cumberland . 

Erie . 

Juniata . . 

Lawrence . 

Mercer . 

Perry . 


Snyder . 

(  ( 

Warren . 

t  i 

Huntingdon  .  . .  . 

8,  1869. 

Sullivan . 

<  ( 

Wyoming . 

l  c 

i  Mifflin . 

14,  1869. 

Blair  .......  . . 

22,  1869. 

Allegheny  .... 

. . . .  Oct. 

22,  1869. 

Clearfield  . 

(  ( 

Cambria . 

26,  1869. 

Forest . 

t  ( 

M’Kean . 

(  i 

Cameron . 

8,  1869. 

Elk . 

1  l 

Luzerne  . 

. . . .  Nov. 

27,  1S69. 

Philadelphia  .  . . 

{  i 

SECRETARY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS. 


A.  51 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  COUNTY  SURVEYORS. 

I.  EXECUTION  OF  WARRANTS. 

1.  You  shall  faithfully  execute  every  warrant  that  shall  be  directed  to 
you  from  this  Department,  to  the  best  of  your  skill,  knowledge  and  under¬ 
standing,  according  to  the  express  words  and  order  of  such  warrant,  and  not 
otherwise.* * * § 

2.  You  shall  not  make  use  of  any  chain-carriers  but  such  as  are  of  good 
character,  who  shall  take  a  solemn  oath  (which  you  are  authorized  by  law 
to  administer)  justly  and  exactly  to  execute  their  trust,  without  favor,  par¬ 
tiality  or  affection. f 

3.  You  will,  on  no  pretence,  execute  new  warrants  upon  lands  heretofore 
surveyed  on  old  warrants  or  orders ;  but  report,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  the 
circumstances  relating  to  the  same.  And  before  you  make  return  of  any 
lands  by  you  surveyed  on  new  warrants,  endeavor  to  be  satisfied  that  no  war¬ 
rant  of  an  earlier  date  has  been  issued  for  the  same  land  ;  and  on 'your  return 
certify  whether  the  lands  have  been  improved,  and  for  how  many  years. | 

4.  You  must,  by  no  means,  execute  warrants  on  any  other  land  than  that 
which  they  particularly  describe  ;  and  in  order  that  your  returns  of  survey 
may  appear  to  bo  so  executed,  it  will  be  necessary  for  j’ou  to  be  particu¬ 
larly  attentive  to  the  adjoincrs  mentioned  in  the  icarrant  ;  and  where  there 
has  been  any  change  in  them  between  the  issuing  and  executing  of  the 
warrant,  it  must  be  noted  in  your  return  of  survey.§ 

5.  You  will  be  particularly  careful  in  executing  warrants  granted  after 
the  1st  day  June,  1814,  and  not  founded  on  actual  settlement,  not  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  the  rights  of  settlers,  and  in  all  cases  where  an  actual  resident 
settlement  is  included,  note  on  your  return  whether  it  was  commenced  prior 
or  subsequent  to  the  28th  day  of  March,  1814. || 

G.  You  shall  not  make  return  of  any  survey,  but  such  as  has  actually 
been  made  on  the  ground  ;  and  you  shall  take  care  that  all  outlines  and 
boundaries  shall  be  fairly  and  visibly  marked  before  you  quit  the  field.** 

II.  RETURN  OF  SURVEYS. 

7.  You  are  to  make  a  separate  return  of  survey  on  each  warrant  or  order 
issued  from  this  Department  within  six  months  after  the  receipt  thereof.ff 

*  T  1  of  instructions  of  the  Commissioners  of  Property  to  Isaac  Taylor,  Proprietary’s 
surveyor  for  the  county  of  Chester,  signed  by  said  Taylor  on  the  28th  of  eleventh 
month,  1701. 

f  H  6  of  same. 

t  Adopted  May  1,  1790. 

§  Adopted  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Property,  made  August  1, 1811. 

|]  Adopted  in  June,  1814. 

7  of  the  instructions  issued  in  1701. 

ft  If  4  of  instructions  issued  in  1765. 
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8.  Each  return  of  survey  shall  conform  with  the  following  requirements, 
to  wit  : 

I.  The  paper  or  parchment  used  to  be  of  the  dimensions  of  at  least  eight 
by  twelve  inches. 

II.  It  must  contain  a  protracted  figure  of  the  land  exactly  performed, 
with  the  field  works  annexed  * * * § 

III.  All  streams  of  water,  roads,  railroads,  canals,  township  or  county 
lines  intersecting  or  crossing  the  lines  of  the  survey  must  be  distinctly  and 
visibly  marked  on  the  draft  at  the  very  place  of  intersection  or  crossing, 
and  the  distance  from  the  corners  expressed  in  figures  on  the  lines  crossed. | 

IY.  The  lines  of  so  much  of  the  adjacent  surveys  as  may  serve  to  show 
their  connection  with  the  survey  returned  to  be  represented  on  the  draft  by 
dotted  lines. t 

Y.  When  a  survey  is  bounded  by  a  creek  or  river,  the  bearings  and  dis¬ 
tances  of  the  several  meanderings  must  be  given. §  , 

YI.  Note,  whenever  they  can  be  obtained,  the  luarranlee  names  of  adjoin¬ 
ing  tracts,  as  well  as  the  names  of  the  present  owners  thereof. 

YI1.  The  certificate  on  each  return  of  survey  to  be  made  in  accordance 
with  the  proper  form  as  printed  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  Department. 

9.  When  you  return  a  survey  of  a  part  of  a  tract  of  land  for  patenting, 
you  must  specify  the  name  of  the  warrantee,  the  date  of  the  warrant  and 
the  number  of  acres  contained  in  the  whole  tract,  and  on  the  draft  represent 
the  residue  of  the  tract  by  dotted  lines. ||  But  you  are  in  no  event  to  make 
and  return  to  this  Department,  a  “  re-survey”  of  a  tract,  either  to  include 
more  land  or  to  exclude  any  part,  or  in  anywise  alter  the  original  boundary 
lines  thereof,  unless  authorized  to  do  so  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Property . 
When  an  order  of  re-survey  has  been  issued  and  sent  to  you  for  execution, 
you  are  strictlj'  to  follow  the  directions  therein  contained. 

10  You  may  make  official  returns  of  surveys  actually  made  by  your  pre¬ 
decessors  after  having  satisfied  yourself  of  their  correctness,  and  that  they 
have  been  located  according  to  the  calls  of  the  warrants.** 

1 1.  Surveys  intended  to  be  returned  to  this  Department  must  be  made  or 
approved  by  you. 

12.  lrou  may  survey  and  r  nun  any  surplus  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
acres  above  the  quantity  mentioned  in  the  warrant,  location  or  order  of 
survey.  The  purchase  m  >  ey  or  all  surplus  land  surveyed  on  warrants 

4  of  instructions  issued  in  1765. 

f  T1  4  of  instructions  issued  in  In, a.  a  nended. 

tFrom  H  5  of  instructions  issued  n  1T90. 

§  From  TT  3  of  instructions  issu  >1  n  1800. 

||  TT  6  of  instructions  issued  in  1-13. 

9  of  instructions  issued  in  i8-,3. 


SECRETARY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS. 


A.  53 


must  be  first  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  before  the  return  of  survey  can 
be  accepted  in  this  Department,  of  which  you  will  give  notice  to  the  owner 
or  owners  of  such  warrant,  and  always  send  the  money  to  pay  the  excess 
with  the  return  of  survey.* * * § 

13.  All  returns  of  survey  in  order  to  conform  with  the  files  of  the  De¬ 
partment  should  be  folded  as  follows  :  Double  the  sheet  by  bringing  the 
upper  and  lower  edges  of  the  sheet  evenly  together,  then  fold  in  each  side 
so  as  to  make  a  form  about  two  and  seven-eighths  inches  wide  and  in 
length  from  six  to  seven  inches,  according  to  the  size  of  the  sheet.  The 
back  of  the  return  should  be  left  blank. 

14.  With  each  return  of  survey  send  a  copy  of  the  tabling  and  calcula¬ 
tion  thereof  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper. f 

15.  All  returns  to  this  Department  must  be  under  cover,  directed  to  the 
Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  with  your  name  subscribed  on  the  back  of 
the  paper  or  envelope  enclosing  the  same.J 

III.  OFFICE  DLT1ES. 

1G.  You  are  to  keep  your  office  open  for  the  reception  of  all  warrants  di¬ 
rected  to  you,  which  shall  be  entered  in  a  book,  kept  for  that  purpose,  distin¬ 
guishing  therein  the  name  of  the  warrentee,  quantity  of  land  granted,  date 
of  warrant,  and  the  day  when  you  received  it.  Also,  in  another  book,  you 
shall  keep  fair  and  regular  entries  in  order  of  time,  of  all  surveys  and  re¬ 
surveys  by  you  made,  in  pursuance  of  any  warrant  or  order  of  survey  which 
you  shall  receive,  witli  a  draft  or  plot  thereof,  and  field  works  annexed. 
And  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  shall,  from  time  to  time,  have  free  ac¬ 
cess  to  said  books  of  entries  and  to  all  other  papers,  relating  to  your  office, 
which  books  and  papers  shall  be  delivered  over  btr  you  to  your  successor. § 

IT.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  1873  you  are  required  to 
keep  your  office  at  the  county  town,  but  if  you  desire  letters  sent  to  any 
other  address  advise  this  Department. 

18.  Before  you  can  enter  upon  the  duties  of  your  office,  you  will  have  to 
comply  with  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  Assembly,  passed  the  9th 
day  of  April,  1850,  which  requires  you  to  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  which 
must  be  administered  in  the  “open”  court  of  quarter  sessions,  and  send  a 
copy  of  said  oath  duly  certified  to  this  Department ;  also  have  your  bond 
recorded  in  your  county,  and  forward  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  with  one  dollar,  the  fee  for  filing  the  same  in  his  office. 

*  Act  of  13th  March,  1817;  repealed  by  act  of  0th  April,  1830;  restored  by  act  of 
21st  April,  1869. 

f  Adopted  1853. — See  forms  D  and  E. 

i.  Adopted  June  7,  1824. 

§  1  8  of  the  instructions  of  1705. 
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RECENT  LEGISLATION  RELATING  TO  THE 

LAND  OFFICE. 


COUNTY  SURVEYORS. 

THEIR  DUTIES. 

Under  the  Proprietary  government,  deputy  surveyors  were  appointed  by 
the  Proprietary,  the  Commissioners  of  Property  or  the  Surveyor  General, 
for  certain  districts,  and  given  authority  to  execute  warrants  or  oiders,  by 
making  surveys  and  returns  thereof  to  the  Land  Office.  The  duties  of  these 
deputies  were  defined  by  letters  of  instructions,  issued  from  time  to  time. 
Those  dated  the  28th  of  eleventh  month,  1701,  revised  and  enlarged  in  1765, 
contain  such  directions  as  were  then  deemed  necessary  for  the  information 
and  guidance  of  the  deputies,  and  formed  the  basis  of  those  now  in  force. 
The  act  of  Assembly  of  the  9th  April,  1781,  establishing  the  Land  Office 
under  the  Commonwealth,  authorized  the  Surveyor  General  to  appoint  a 
deputy  or  deputies  in  any  county  of  the  State,  who  should  have  power  to 
make  and  return  into  the  Land  Office  surveys  of  land  only  in  the  county 
for  which  such  deputy  or  deputies  shall  be  appointed  ;  and  the  act  of  1st 
April,  1784,  by  virtue  of  which  the  Land  Office  was  opened  on  the  first  day 
of  July  following,  for  the  sale  of  the  vacant  lands  of  the  Commonwealth, 
directed  that  its  several  officers  should  transact  the  business  of  the  Land 
Office,  agreeably  to  the  former  customs  and  usages  thereof.  By  subsequent 
legislation  the  duties  of  the  deputies  were  more  clearly  defined.  The  act 
of  the  9th  April,  1850,  authorized  the  voters  of  each  county,  at  the  follow¬ 
ing  general  election  and  every  third  year  thereafter,  to  elect  one  competent 
person,  being  a  practical  surveyor,  to  act  as  county  surveyor  for  the  proper 
county  for  the  term  of  three  years,  who  is  required  to  do  and  perform  all 
the  duties  which  then  pertained  to  the  respective  deputies  of  the  Surveyoi 

General. 


TERM  OF  OFFICE. 

[  Constitution ,  Art.  XI T  .  ] 

Section  I.  County  officers  shall  consist  of  sheriffs,  coroners,  prothonota- 
ries,  registers  of  wills,  recorders  of  deeds,  commissioners,  treasurers,  sur¬ 
veyors,  auditors  or  controllers,  clerks  of  the  courts,  district  attorneys  and 
such  others  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  established  by  law. 

Section  II.  County  officers  shall  be  elected  at  the  general  elections  and 
shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  three  years,  beginning  on  the  first 
Monday  of  January  next  after  their  election,  and  until  their  successors 
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shall  be  duly  qualified  ;  all  vacancies  not  otherwise  provided  for  shall  be 
filled  in  such  manner  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

TO  KEEP  OFFICE  IX  THE  COUNTY  TOWN. 

Section  IV.  Prothonotaries,  clerks  of  the  courts,  recorders  of  deeds,  reg¬ 
isters  of  wills,  county  surveyors  and  sheriffs,  shall  keep  their  offices  in  the 
county  town  of  the  county  in  which  they  respectively  shall  be  officers. 

TO  IIOI.D  OFFICE  UNTIL  SUCCESSOR  IS  QUALIFIED. 

[Act  of  17th  April,  I860,  P.  L.,  67.] 

A  Supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  “An  Act  relative  to  the  election  of  Auditor  Gen¬ 
eral,  Surveyor  General  and  county  surveyors  by  the  people,”  approved  April  ninth, 
ono  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty. 

Section  I.  That  the  persons  now  or  hereafter  holding  the  office  of  county 
surveyor  shall  continue  to  hold  and  exercise  all  the  duties  appertaining  to 
said  office,  until  their  successors  are  duly  qualified  according  to  the  provi. 
sions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement. 


EXCESS. 

[Act  of  21st  April,  1S69.  P.  L.,  5,'.] 

An  Act  relative  to  returns  of  surveys  to  the  otlice  of  the  Surveyor  General. 

Section  I.  That  so  much  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  approved  the 
sixth  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty, 
as  restricts  returns  of  surveys  on  warrants  thereafter  to  be  issued  to  an 
amount  not  greater  than  ten  per  centum  beyond  the  number  of  acres  for 
which  the  warrant  issued,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  :  Provided, 
That  any  excess  which  may  be  returned  under  the  provisions  of  prior  laws 
shall  be  paid  at  the  time  of  making  such  return  of  survey  to  the  Surveyor 
General,  otherwise  the  same  shall  not  be  accepted. 

[Any  surplus  not  exceeding  one  hundred  acres  may  now  be  returned  on 
any  warrant  or  order  of  survey,  provided  that  the  money  for  such  surplus 
accompanies  the  return.  See  paragraph  12  of  “  Instructions  to  county  sur¬ 
veyors.”] 

FEES. 

[Act  of  loth  April,  1S73.  P.  L.,  75.] 

An  Act  relating  to  the  fees  of  the  Surveyor  General. 

Section  1.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  the  fees  to  be  col¬ 
lected  by  the  surveyor  general,  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  shall  be  as 


follows,  namely  : 

For  warrant,  including  return  thereof,  .  $5  00 

Patent  for  five  acres  or  less, .  5  00 

Patent  for  more  than  five  acres, .  10  00 
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Copy  of  patent, .  $1  00 

Certificate  with  seal  of  office  on  patent,  when  mortgage  is  discharged,  50 

Every  search, .  25 

Calculation  of  money  due  on  land,  including  search, .  50 

Caveat, .  1  00 

Issuing  citation, .  1  00 

Recording  application  for  and  making  order  of  re-survey, .  1  00 

Order  of  the  Board  of  Property,  directed  by  the  Surveyor  General  to 

the  county  surveyor  to  be  executed, .  1  00 

Copy  of  action  or  determination  of  Board  of  Property,  with  seal,  .  .  1  00 

Order  for  valuing  islands, .  2  00 

Entering  application  on  petition  to  the  Board  of  Property,  together 

with  the  minutes  thereon,  for  any  other  purpose  than  a  re-survey,  1  00 

Certified  copy  of  a  draft  of  a  single  tract,  with  certificate  and  seal,  1  00 

Connecting  separate  drafts  into  one  general  draft,  with  certificate  for 

each  separate  draft  therein, .  75 

Copy  of  general  draft  of  town  or  out-lots,  for  each  tract  of  land 

therein  described, . •  25 

Extract  from  a  general  draft,  for  each  tract  of  land  therein  described,  25 
Copy  of  draft  of  lots  or  tract  of  land  annexed  to  certificate  of  Con¬ 
necticut  claimants  or  others,  for  each  tract, .  75 

Copy  of  warrant,  application  or  any  other  office  right,  relating  to  but 

one  tract  of  land  not  hereinbefore  enumerated, .  50 

Copy  of  extract  from  the  deputy  surveyor’s  list  of  returns,  and  all 

other  extracts  not  hereinbefore  recited,  for  each  tract, .  25 

Copy  of  any  record  or  paper  or  any  part  thereof,  not  included  in  the 

foregoing,  for  two  hundred  words  or  less, .  50 

And  for  every  ten  words  additional .  1 

Certifying  and  affixing  seal  of  office  to  any  copy,  connected  draft, 

extract,  certificate  or  minute, .  25 

Section  2.  All  laws  and  parts  of  laws  inconsistent  herewith  are  hereby 
repealed,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  fees  of  the  Surveyor  .General. 

Entering  lien  under  act  of  20th  May,  1864,  for  each  tract .  $5  00' 


LIENS  FOR  UNPAID  PURCHASE  MONEY. 

1.  Lists  of  unpatented  lands  to  be  forwarded  to  prothonotaries. 

2.  Unpaid  purchase  money,  &c.,  to  be  entered  on  lien  docket.  Interest. 

3.  Prothonotaries  to  docket  descriptive  lists  of  unpatented  lands.  Courts, 

on  hearing,  may  strike  off  such  entry. 

4.  Supplied  by  paragraph  10. 

5.  Repealed  by  act  of  April  4,  186S. 
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6.  Graduation  act  of  1835,  continued  until  November  1.  1864. 

7.  Attorney  General  to  proceed  on  liens. 

S.  Time  allowed  to  persons  in  the  military  or  naval  service. 

0.  Changed  by  act  of  April  15,  1873. 

10.  Land  lien  dockets  Entries  thereon.  Fees. 

11.  Repeals,  sec.  5  of  act  of  May  20,  1864. 

12.  Notice  to  be  given  when  lien  dockets  have  been  forwarded  to  prothouo- 

taries. 

13.  No  suit  to  be  entered  for  one  year. 

14.  Release  of  liens  on  proof  of  payment. 

15.  Board  of  Property  to  regulate  suits  for  unpaid  purchase  money.  In¬ 

terest  not  to  be  charged  on  fees. 

16.  Lists  to  be  furnished  to  county  surveyors. 

17.  County  surveyors  to  give  notice  to  owners  or  occupants. 

IS.  County  surveyors  to  make  report  to  Surveyor  General. 

19.  Surveys  to  be  made  of  parts  of  original  tract. 

20.  Suits  to  be  by  scire  facias.  Service. 

|>lc£  of  20th  May,  180. 4.  P.  L.,  914.] 

Ay  Act  directing  the  entry  of  liens  for  the  principal  and  interest  due  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  for  lands  held  by  virtue  of  locations,  or  other  oilice  titles. 

1.  Section  I.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  general  to  make  out 
a  list  of  all  lands  held  by  location,  or  any  other  office  right,  issued  from  the 
Land  Department  of  this  commonwealth,  of  every  kind  and  description, 
upon  which  no  patents  have  issued,  designating  the  county  in  which  such 
lauds  are  situated,  with  such  other  descriptions  of  the  same  as  the  records 
of  his  office  will  enable  him  to  give,  including  the  names  in  which  such  lo¬ 
cations  or  other  office  rights  are  entered,  and  surveys  have  been  returned  ; 
and  on  the  list  being  completed,  or  any  part  thereof,  be  transmitted  to  the 
prothonotary  of  the  county  in  which  such  lands  are  situated. 

2.  bEcnoN  II.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  general  to  calcu¬ 
late  the  amount  of  purchase  money,  interest  and  fees,  due  on  each  unpatented 
tract ;  and  after  the  descriptions  of  said  tracts  have  been  transmitted  to 
the  prothonotaries  of  the  respective  counties,  and  entered  as  hereinafter 
provided,  the  amounts  so  found  to  be  due,  together  with  five  dollars  for  the 
labor  and  costs  of  making  out  and  filing,  shall  form  an  aggregate  sum  which 
shall  be  entered  in  a  lien  docket  to  be  provided  and  kept  for  that  purpose, 
and  said  sum  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent. 

o.  Section  III.  That  it  shall  bo  the  duty  of  the  prothonotary  of  each  coun¬ 
ty,  upon  receiving  any  descriptive  list  as  aforesaid,  to  provide  a  suitable 
docket,  with  a  proper  index,  for  the  purpose  of  recording  all  such  descrip¬ 
tions  of  unpatented  lands,  and  shall  accurately  record  the  same  and  index 
the  name  of  the  original  warrantee  or  actual  original  settler,  as  the  case 
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may  be,  and  each  subsequent  owner  so  far  as  ascertained,  and  preserve  the 
same  among  the  records  of  the  county  :  Provided,  That  when  any  party 
in  interest,  by  petition  under  oath  or  affirmation,  setting  out  the  facts  in 
the  case  as  in  affidavit  of  defence,  shall  represent  to  the  president  judge  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  in  which  any  tract  or  piece  of  land, 
against  which  the  entry  directed  in  the  foregoing  section  has  been  made, 
or  the  principal  part  thereof,  may  lie,  that  said  tract  has  been  patented, 
either  in  the  name  against  which  the  entry  is  made,  or  in  any  other  name, 
the  said  judge  shall,  after  such  notice  to  the  surveyor  general  as  he  shall 
deem  proper,  proceed  to  hear  the  case  of  the  petitioner  ;  and  the  said  judge 
shall,  thereupon,  make  such  decree  in  the  premises,  either  by  directing  the 
said  entry  to  be  struck  from  the  record,  or  such  other  order  as  to  said  en¬ 
try,  and  also,  as  to  costs,  as  may  seem  equitable. 

4.  Section  IY.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  prothonotary  of  each  coun¬ 
ty,  upon  receiving  from  the  surveyor  general  any  such  list  or  calculation  of 
amounts  due  the  commonwealth  for  purchase  money,  interest  and  fees,  to 
provide  a  suitable  docket  with  index,  in  the  form  of  the  lien  dockets  now 
in  use  in  the  several  counties  of  this  commonwealth,  to  be  styled  “  Lien 
Docket  of  Unpatented  Lands,”  and  enter  therein  the  amount  so  found  to 
be  due,  which  sum  shall  remain  a  lien  upon  such  tract  or  tracts,  until  paid  ; 
and  that  a  fee  of  fifty  cents  be  paid  to  the  prothonotary  for  each  descrip¬ 
tion  so  entered,  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  same  fees  on  the  liens  entered 
as  are  now  allowed  on  judgments  entered  by  warrant  of  attorney  in  the 
court  of  common  pleas. 

5.  Section  Y.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  prothonotary,  upon  receiving 
any  such  descriptive  list,  to  cause  the  same  to  be  published  in  two  news¬ 
papers  in  the  county  where  such  lands  are  located,  for  three  successive 
weeks,  for  which  publication  he  shall  be  authorized  to  pay  fifty  cents  for 
each  tract,  and  charge  the  same  as  costs  on  the  lien  docket,  and  retain  his 
fees  and  costs  out  of  any  moneys,  in  his  hands,  due  the  commonwealth. 

6.  Section  VI.  The  amounts,  which  maybe  due  to  the  commonwealth  on 
the  lands  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  may  be  paid  in  accordance 
with  the  existing  laws  in  relation  to  such  lands,  if  the  same  be  paid  prior 
to  the  first  day  of  November  next  :  Provided,  That  any  costs,  which  may 
have  accrued  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act ,  shall  also  be 
paid,  and  that  the  act  to  graduate  lands  on  which  money  is  due  and  un¬ 
paid  to  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  approved  April  tenth,  Anno 
Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  be  revived  and  contin¬ 
ued  in  force,  until  the  said  first  day  of  November  next  ;  and  any  survey  and 
appraisements,  made  since  the  first  day  of  August  last,  shall  have  the  same 
validity  for  the  issuing  of  patents  thereon,  as  if  the  last  mentioned  law  had 
been  still  in  full  force. 
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7.  Section  VII.  That  all  liens  due  the  commonwealth  for  unpatented  lands, 
after  the  first  day  of  November,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-four,  may  be  proceeded  upon  by  the  attorney  general  of  the 
commonwealth,  in  the  manner  directed  to  be  pursued  against  defaulting  pub¬ 
lic  ollicers,  by  the  act  of  April  sixteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-five,  and  the  supplement  thereto. 

8.  Section  VIII.  All  persons,  in  the  military  and  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  allowed  one  year  after  the  expiration  of  said  service,  for  the 
taking  out  of  any  patent  or  patents  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

9.  Section  IX.*  That,  hereafter,  the  patent  fee,  on  town  lots  not  exceeding 
one-fourth  of  an  acre, shall  be  one  dollar, and  on  lotsnotexceeding  two  acres, 
five  dollars. 

[Act  of  .}th  April,  1SSS.  I\  L.,  60.] 

A  Supplement  to  an  act  directing  the  entry  ofliens  forthe  principal  and  interest  due 
to  the  commonwealth  l'or  lands  held  by  virtue  of  location  or  other  olllco  titles,  ap¬ 
proved  the  twentieth  day  of  May,  Anno  Domini  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

10.  Section  I.  That  in  lieu  of  the  descriptive  lists  provided  for  in  said  act 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  general  to  make  out  and  forward  to 
the  prothouotaries  of  the  several  counties,  lien  dockets,  to  be  styled  “land 
lien  dockets,’-’  containing  lists  of  all  unpatented  and  patented  lands,  situ¬ 
ate  in  the  counties  respectively,  upon  which  there  is  money  due  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  and  in  all  cases  where  surveys  have  been  returned,  to  enter 
therein  the  amount  of  purchase  money,  interest  and  all  fees  due,  and  said 
aggregate  shall  remain  a  lien  on  such  tract  until  paid  or  otherwise  legally 
discharged  :  Provided,  That  the  several  prothouotaries  shall  be  allowed  to 
charge  the  fees  now  authorized  by  law  when  any  information  shall  be  de¬ 
sired  from  said  record,  and  for  entering  any  certificate  under  the  seal  of  the 
surveyor  general,  setting  forth  that  any  lien  or  part  of  lien  against  an  un¬ 
patented  tract  has  been  paid,  shall  charge  the  party  presenting  such  certifi¬ 
cate  a  fee  of  twenty- five  cents  for  entering  and  filing  the  same. 

11.  Section  II.  That  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple¬ 
ment,  and  so  much  of  said  act  as  is  inconsistent  herewith,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 

[Act  of  8th  April,  1869.  P.  L.,  21.] 

An  Act  directing  public  notice  to  bo  given  when  county  land  lien  dockets  are  for¬ 
warded  to  the  respective  counties,  and  staying  proceedings  by  the  Attorney'  Gen¬ 
eral  for  one  year  from  the  date  of  forwarding  the  same. 

Whereas,  The  surveyor  general,  at  an  early  dayT,  will  be  prepared  to 
send  out  the  county  land  lien  dockets,  containing  accounts  due  the  com¬ 
monwealth  on  account  of  lands,  prepared  under  the  act  approved  the  twen¬ 
tieth  day  of  May,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-four, 


*  Section  nine  changed  by  act  of  April  15,  1S73. 
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and  the  supplement  thereto,  approved  the  fourth  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight  : 

And  whereas,  It  is  proper  that  the  people  owing  the  state,  for  or  on  ac¬ 
count  of  lands,  should  have  notice  when  the  liens  therefor  are  entered  in 
the  counties,  and  that  a  reasonable  time  should  be  given  to  enable  them  to 
liquidate  their  indebtedness  and  obtain  patents  for  their  lands,  before  suits 
shall  be  brought  in  such  cases  by  the  attorney  general ;  therefore, 

12.  Section  I.  That  when  any  county  land  lien  docket,  prepared  under 
the  foiegoing  acts,  shall  be  forwarded  to  any  county,  the  surveyor  general 
is  hereoy  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  a  notice  thereof  to  be  given 
in  one  English  newspaper,  published  at  the  county  seat  of  such  county,  and 
also  in  one  German  newspaper,  if  there  be  one  in  said  county,  setting  forth 
that  the  land  lien  docket  for  that  county  has  been  forwarded  to  the  pro- 
thonotary  thereof :  Provided,  That  no  greater  sum  than  ten  dollars  shall  be 
paid  for  such  notice  or  advertisement  for  any  one  county  ;  and  on  evi¬ 
dence  being  submitted  to  the  auditor  general  that  such  advertisement  has 
been  authorized  by  the  surveyor  general,  and  inserted  at  the  usual  rates 
of  advertising,  he  shall  draw  his  warrant  on  the  treasury  in  favor  of  the 
editor  or  publisher  inserting  the  same. 

13.  Section  II.  That  no  suit  or  suits  shall  be  entered  or  instituted  by  the 
attorney  general,  under  the  provisions  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of 
the  twentieth  of  May,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixt.y- 
foui,  until  one  year  shall  have  elapsed  from  the  date  at  which  the  surveyor 
general  shall  have  forwarded  to  each  county,  respectively,  the  land  lien 
docket  for  the  same. 


r Act  of  loth  April,  1869.  P.  L.,  21.] 

A  I-  l  ether  Supplement  to  an  act  directing  the  entry  of  liens  for  the  principal  and 
interest  clue  to  the  commonwealth  for  lands  held  by  virtue  of  locations  or  other 
o®ice  titles,  approved  the  twentieth  day  of  May,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-four. 

T\  hereas,  An  examination  of  warrants  and  returns  of  survey  show  in 
many  cases  interferences  in  said  returns,  and  in  many  instances  where 
patents  have  issued  on  some  of  said  surveys,  there  are  balances  due  upon 
other  warrants  covering  the  same  land  ;  therefore, 

14.  Section  I.  That  whenever  satisfactory  evidence  shall  be  given  to  the 
surveyor  general  that  a  lien  or  liens  have  been  entered  against  lands  for 
which  the  commonwealth  has  been  fully  paid,  both  for  land  and  patent  fees, 
he  is  hereby  authorized,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty,  to  give  to  the  party  or 
parties  applying  for  the  same  a  release  of  said  lien  or  liens,  so  far  as  said 
patented  lands  are  concerned  ;  which  said  release  may  be  entered  on  the 
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land  lien  docket,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  supplement  to  the 
actof  which  this  is  a  further  supplement,  approved  the  fourth  day  of  April, 
Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight. 

[As  many  persons  will  apply  for  releases  under  the  provisions  of  this  law, 
it  is  deemed  proper  to  state  what  will  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  evidence 
by  this  Department.  Applicants,  in  order  to  avail  themselves  of  the  act, 
should  cause  a  plot  or  survey  of  the  patented  tracts,  and  the  unpatented 
interfering  tracts,  (showing  the  manner  in  which,  and  to  what  extent,  they 
cover  the  same  land,)  to  be  made  by  the  county  surveyor,  who  will  certify 
that  he  has  made  the  same  at  the  request  of  A,  E  and  C — the  owners  of  the 
patented  tracts,  or  parts  of  tracts,  or  their  agents  or  attorney — giving- 
names  of  warrantees  and  dates  of  warrants  and  patents,  and  names  and 
dates  of  warrants  of  the  unpatented  lands,  and  that  he  believes  the  inter¬ 
ference  or  interferences  to  be  as  delineated  by  him.  On  a  paper  appended 
to  the  above  plot  of  surveys,  the  applicant  or  applicants,  his  or  their  agent 
or  attorney,  will  be  required  to  make  an  affidavit  that  the  interferences  are 
believed  to  be  as  delineated  by  the  county  surveyor.  A  release  will  then 
issue  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  patented  tract  or  tracts,  relieving  them 
from  any  and  all  liability  to  pay  the  lien  of  the  Commonwealth  entered 
against  such  interfering  unpatented  tract  or  tracts. 

Section  seven  of  the  act  approved  the  20th  day  of  May,  1861,  invested 
the  Attorney  General  with  authority  to  proceed  against  the  owners  of  un¬ 
patented  lands,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  arrears  of  purchase  money, 
interest  and  fees  due  the  Commonwealth  on  said  lands.  This  power,  bv 
the  following  supplement,  became  vested  in  the  Board  of  Property.] 

[Act  of  5th  May,  1S71.  1\  L.,  261.] 

A  Further  Supplement  to  an  act  directing  the  entry  of  liens  for  the  principal  and 
interest  due  the  Commonwealth  for  lands  held  by  virtue  ot  location  or  other  office 
titles,  approved  the  twentieth  day  of  May,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty-four. 

15.  Section  I.  That  the  board  of  property  shall  have  full  and  discre¬ 
tionary  power  as  to  the  time  of  entering  suits  and  the  number  thereof,  to 
be  brought  for  the  collection  of  liens  against  unpatented  lands  ;  and  the 
attorney  general  shall  proceed,  under  the  seventh  section  of  the  said  act 
to  which  this  is  a  further  supplement,  when  authorized  to  do  so  bv  the 
said  board  :  Provided,  That  no  interest  shall  be  charged  on  patent  or  other 
fees. 

[Owing  to  the  continued  depression  of  the  general  business  interests  of 
the  State  the  Board  have  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  enforce  the  provisions 
of  this  act.] 
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[Act  of  11th  April ,  1812.  JP.  L.,  51.] 

A  Fuethse  Supplement  to  an  act  directing  the  entry  of  liens  for  the  principal  and 
interest  due  the  commonwealth  for  lands  held  by  virtue  of  location  or  other  office 
title,  approved  the  twentieth  day  of  May,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty-four. 

16.  Section  I.  That  for  carrying  into  full  effect  the  provisions  of  the  act 
to  which  this  is  supplementary,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  general 
to  make  out  and  forward  to  the  several  county  surveyors  respectively,  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  board  of  property  may  determine,  special  lists  of  war¬ 
rantee  names  of  unpatented  tracts,  or  remaining  parts  of  unpatented  tracts, 
of  lands  within  the  several  counties,  as  the  same  may  appear  upon  the  land 
lien  dockets,  with  such  other  data  relating  thereto  as  he  may  deem  neces¬ 
sary. 

17.  Section  II.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  surveyor  of  each 
county,  to  whom  the  surveyor  general  may  send  special  lists  of  warrantee 
names  of  unpatented  tracts  or  parts  of  tracts  of  lands,  and  other  data  re¬ 
lating  thereto,  situate  in  thecounty  for  which  such  surveyor  shall  have  been 
elected  or  appointed,  to  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  names  and  residences  of 
the  owners,  agents  or  occupiers,  and  location  of  said  tracts  or  parts  of 
tracts,  or  any  of  them,  and  to  give  personal  notice  in  writing  to  said  own¬ 
ers,  agents  or  occupiers,  that  said  tracts  or  parts  of  tracts  are  unpatented, 
and  that  unless  the  arrearages  shall  have  been  paid  within  six  months  from 
the  time  of  sending  or  serving  said  notice,  the  board  of  property  may  di¬ 
rect  proceedings  to  be  commenced  by  the  attorney  general  to  enforce  pay¬ 
ment  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  further  supplement : 
Provided,  That  when  unpatented  lauds  as  aforesaid  are  unoccupied,  and 
the  owners  are  non-residents  of  the  county,  and  have  no  known  agent  or 
agents  within  the  countv,  the  said  notice  may  be  given  by  sending  it  by 
mail,  addressed  to  the  owners  or  agents,  and  directed  to  the  post-office 
nearest  their  place  of  residence  or  usual  place  of  business  :  And  provided 
further,  That  when  lands  as  aforesaid  are  unseated,  and  have  been  sold  for 
taxes,  and  the  time  limited  for  their  redemption  has  not  expired,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  county  surveyor  to  give  notice,  in  the  manner  hereinbefore 
provided,  to  the  purchasers  or  their  agents,  and  also  to  the  parties,  or  their 
agents,  who  last  paid  the  taxes  thereon  previous  to  the  sale. 

18.  Section  III.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  surveyor  to  whom 
such  special  lists  shall  have  been  sent  as  aforesaid,  to  make  a  written  report 
in  duplicate,  within  three  months,  to  the  surveyor  general,  filing  a  copy  of 
the  same  in  the  prothonotary’s  office  of  each  county,  setting  forth  the  names 
of  warrantees,  dates  of  warrants,  location  of  tracts,  and  the  names  and 
residence  of  the  owners,  agents  or  occupiers  of  the  unpatented  tracts  or 
parts  of  tracts,  upon  whom  he  has  served  the  notices,  as  aforesaid,  together 
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with  the  manner  of  service  ;  ami  for  serving  sucli  notices  on  all  the  owners, 
agents  or  occupiers  of  an  original  unpatented  tract,  or  remaining  part  of 
an  original  unpatented  tract,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  a  fee  of  five  dollars,  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  state  treasury,  on  warrants  drawn  by  the  auditor  gen¬ 
eral,  upon  the  certificate  of  the  surveyor  general. 

19.  Section  I\  .  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  surveyor,  upon  the 
reasonable  request  of  any  owner,  or  his  agent,  of  part  of  an  original  tract 
which  has  not  been  patented,  to  make  and  return  a  return  of  survey  of  such 
part  to  the  surveyor  general,  and  for  which  service  his  fees  shall  be  the 
same  as  for  executing  a  warrant  of  survey,  as  now  provided  by  law  for  the 
same  quantity  of  acres. 

20.  Section  Y.  That  when  any  suits  shall  be  entered  by  the  attorney  gen¬ 
eral,  under  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  further  supplement,  it  shall  be  by  scire 
facias  sur  liens,  which  shall  be  directed  for  service  to  the  sheriff  of  the 
county  in  which  the  lands  is  situate;  and  if  he  finds  it  necessary  to  in¬ 
sure  a  service  of  said  writ,  he  may  call  to  his  aid  the  county  surveyor,  who 
shall  act  as  his  deputy,  for  the  purpose  of  serving  such  writ ;  and  all  such 
writs  shall  be  made  returnable  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county 
wherein  such  lands  arc  situate,  where  all  such  suits  shall  be  tried. 
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[Constitution,  Art.  IV.] 

[Section  I  names  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  as  one  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive  department,  and  section  9  constitutes  him  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Pardons.] 

Section  XIX.  [I.]  The  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  shall  exercise  all  the 
powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  Surveyor  General,  subject  to  such 
changes  as  shall  be  made  by  law.  II is  department  shall  embrace 

[II]  a  bureau  of  industrial  statistics, 

[III]  and  he  shall  discharge  such  duties  relating  to  corporations,  to  the 
charitable  institutions,  the  agricultural,  manufacturing,  mining,  mineral, 
timber  and  other  material  or  business  interests  of  the  State  as  may  be  pre¬ 
scribed  by  law. 

[1^  J  He  shall  annually,  and  at  such  other  times  as  may  be  required  by 
law,  make  report  to  the  General  Assembly. 

Section  XXI.  The  term  of  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  shall  be  four 
years.  ******** 

[Art.  HVII.] 

Section  XI.  The  existing  powers  and  duties  of  the  Auditor  General  in 
legard  to  railioads,  canals  and  other  transportation  companies,  except  as  (o 
their  accounts,  are  hereby  transferred  to  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs, 
who  shall  have  a  general  supervision  over  them,  subject  to  such  regulations 
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and  alterations  as  shall  be  provided  by  law;  and,  in  addition  to  the  annual 
reports  now  required  to  be  made,  said  Secretary  may  require  special  reports 
at  any  time  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  business  of  said  companies  from 
any  officer  or  officers  thereof. 

[These  provisions  of  the  Constitution  are  enforced  by  acts  of  assembly, 
passed  in  pursuance  thereof,  approved  respectively  on  the  lltli  day  of  May, 
1874,  P.  L.  135  ;  the  15th  day  of  May,  1874,  P.  L.  172  and  193  ;  and  by 
the  following  :  j 

[  Act  of  18th  March,  1875.  P.  L.,  27 .] 

A  Supplement  to  an  act  regulating  the  election  of  secretary  of  internal  affairs,  ap¬ 
proved  eleventh  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  management  of  said  office. 

Section  P  That  the  commissioners  of  public  buildings,  together  with  the 
secretary  of  internal  affairs,  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  make 
such  additions  to  the  building  known  as  the  office  of  the  land  department, 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  proper  performance  of  the  duties  imposed  upon 
that  officer  by  the  provisions  of  the  constitution. 

[Act  of  8th  May,  1876.  P.  L.,  148.] 

A  Further  Supplement  to  an  act  regulating  the  election  of  secretary  of  internal 
affairs,  defining  his  duties  and  fixing  his  salary,  approved  the  eleventh  day  of  May, 
Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four. 

Section  I.  That  the  secretary  of  internal  affairs  and  his  chief  clerk,  who 
shall  hereafter  be  designated  deputy  secretary  of  internal  affairs,  shall  have 
power  and  authority  to  administer  oaths  or  affirmations  in  an}^  or  all  mat¬ 
ters  pertaining  to  the  business  of  his  department. 

Section  II.  All  maps,  drafts,  reports  and  other  papers  relating  to  surveys 
of  state  or  county  lines,  state  or  turnpike  roads,  railroads,  canals  or  other 
public  improvements  now  remaining  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  not  connected  Avith  the  other  records  of  his  office, 
shall,  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  be  transferred  to 
the  secretary  of  internal  affairs,  who  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to 
receive  and  deposit  the  same  in  his  department ;  and  all  such  maps,  drafts, 
reports  and  papers  as  are  now  by  law  required  to  be  placed  in  the  office  of 
the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  shall  hereafter  be  deposited  in  the  de¬ 
partment  of  internal  affairs. 

Section  111.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  commissions  appointed  to  re-estab¬ 
lish  any  of  the  boundary  lines  of  this  commonwealth,  to  erect  a  new  county, 
or  to  annex  part  of  one  county  to  another  county,  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
their  report  to  the  secretary  of  internal  affairs  to  be  by  him  deposited  in 
his  department. 

Section  IV  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  commissions  appointed  to  re-sur¬ 
vey,  re-mark,  alter  or  change  any  county  line,  to  deposit  duplicate  copies 
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of  their  report  iu  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of 
the  proper  county  ;  and  after  the  same  has  been  confirmed  by  said  court,  the 
said  clerk  shall  upon  one  of  the  copies  certify  such  confirmation,  and  im¬ 
mediately  transmit  the  same  by  mail  to  the  secretary  of  internal  affairs  to 
be  by  him  deposited  in  his  department. 

Section'  V.  Copies  of  all  records,  documents,  entries  and  papers  now  iu 
the  department  of  internal  affairs,  or  that  may  be  transferred  thereto  in 
pursuance  of  this  act,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  deposited  therein  according 
to  law,  shall  be  made  and  certified  at  the  request  of  any  person  applying 
for  the  same,  on  the  payment  of  the  same  fees  as  was  prescribed  by  the  fee 
bill  for  similar  services  in  the  surveyor  general’s  office  at  the  time  the 
same  was  merged  into  said  department,  which  fees  shall  be  accounted  for 
and  paid  into  the  treasury  in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  provided  by  law 
for  other  fees,  to  be  collected  by  the  said  secretary ;  and  the  said  copies 
shall  be  received  in  evidence  in  the  several  courts  of  this  commonwealth,  in 
all  cases  where  the  original  records,  documents,  entries  and  papers  would 
be  admitted  in  evidence. 

******  *  *  *  * 


WARRANTS. 

[Act  of  14th  April,  1874.  p-  L.,  5o?.] 

Ax  Act  relative  to  the  issuing  of  warrants  to  survey  vacant  lands. 

Section  I.  That  every  applicant  for  a  warrant  to  survey  any  of  the  vacant 
lands  of  this  commonwealth  shall  produce  to  the  surveyor  general  a  par¬ 
ticular  description  of  the  land  applied  for,  with  an  affidavit  of  a  disinter¬ 
ested  witness,  made  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  township  or  borough 
in  which  the  land  applied  for,  or  the  greater  portion  of  it,  is  situate,  or  if 
there  be  no  justice  of  the  peace  in  such  township  or  borough,  before  a  jus¬ 
tice  of  an  adjoining  township  or  borough,  specifying  whether  the  said  land 
be  improved  or  not,  and  if  improved,  how  long  since  the  said  improvement 
was  made,  that  interest  may  be  charged  as  now  provided  by  law.  The  ap¬ 
plicant  for  such  warrant  shall  declare,  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  township  or  borough  in  which  the  laud  or  the 
greater  portion  of  the  same  is  situate,  or  if  there  be  no  justice  in  such  town¬ 
ship  or  borough,  before  a  justice  of  an  adjoining  township  or  borough,  that 
he  verily  believes  that  no  warrant  or  other  office  right  has  previously  issued 
for  such  land,  or  if  one  has  issued,  after  giving  full  particulars  in  relation 
thereto,  shall  depose  that  he  verily  believes  it  has  been  abandoned  ;  and  if 
at  any  time  thereafter  it  shall  appear  that  the  person  or  persons  deposing, 
as  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  shall  knowingly  have  sworn  falsely,  such  per¬ 
son  or  persons  shall  suffer  all  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury. 

5  A — Sec.  Int.  Aff. 
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Section  II.  No  warrant  shall  issue  for  any  tract  or  piece  of  land  on  which 
settlement  is  made,  or  which  may  be  either  in  whole  or  in  part  cleared  and 
fenced,  or  otherwise  improved,  used  or  occupied  aud  held  by  defined  boun¬ 
daries,  unless  to  such  person  or  persons,  respectively,  who  have  made  the 
settlement,  clearing,  fencing  or  improvement,  their  legal  representatives  or 
assigns,  upon  proof  of  ownership  of  such  settlement  or  improvement  right, 
and  if  aDy  warrant  shall  issue  otherwise  than  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  void  : 
Provided ,  That  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  abandoned  improvements. 

Section  III.  Every  applicant  for  a  warrant  to  survey  vacant  land  shall, 
after  filing  his  or  their  application  for  such  warrant,  and  depositing  the 
amount  of  the  purchase  money  and  fee  with  the  surveyor  general,  give  at 
least  thirty  days’  notice  of  the  filing  of  said  application,  with  a  full  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  land  as  set  forth  in  the  application,  by  publication  once  a  week 
for  three  successive  weeks,  in  one  or  more  newspapers  of  the  county  in 
which  the  land  is  situate,  and  nearest  its  location,  and  shall  furnish  proof 
that  such  notice  has  been  given,  before  a  warrant  shall  issue  :  Provided, 
That  if  any  caveat  or  caveats  shall  have  been  entered  against  issuing  such 
warrant,  the  same  shall  not  issue  until  directed  by  the  board  of  property  ; 
and  if  the  board  of  property,  after  a  hearing  upon  a  citation  issued  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  any  caveat,  shall  decide  against  issuing  the  warrant,  the  purchase 
money  shall  be  returned  to  the  applicant. 

Section  IV.  This  act  shall  not  apply  to  applications  for  warrants  filed 
with  the  surveyor  general  before  its  passage. 


PRICES  OF  LAND  IN  PENNSYLVANIA  AT  VARIOUS  PERIODS. 

PRICES  UNDER  PENN  AND  HIS  HEIRS. 

Previous  to  the  27th  of  December,  1762,  £15  10s.  ($41  33)  per  hundred 
acres,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  warrants  in  the  lower  counties  at  £3  10s. 
($9  33)  per  hundred. 

From  the  27th  of  December,  1762,  to  the  5th  of  August,  1763,  £9  ($24) 
per  hundred  acres. 

From  the  5th  of  August,  1763,  to  the  6th  of  August,  1765,  £15  10s. 
($41  33.) 

Locations  and  warrants  from  the  6th  of  July,  1765,  to  the  1st  of  July, 
1784,  £5  sterling  ($22  22.) 

PRICES  UNDER  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

From  the  1st  of  July,  1784,  to  the  3d  of  April,  1792,  £10  ($26  66§)  per 
hundred  acres. 

New  Purchase,  1784. — From  the  1st  of  May,  1785,  to  the  1st  of  March, 
1789,  £30  ($80.) 
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From  the  1st  of  March,  1789,  to  the  3d  of  April,  1792,  £20  ($53  33£.) 

from  the  3d  of  April,  1792,  to  the  1st  of  September,  1817,  £5  ($13  33£) 
for  land  in  the  purchase  of  1784,  east  of  the  Allegheny  river  and  Cone- 
wango  creek,  unimproved. 

Purchase  of  1 7G 3  and  the  Previous  Purchases. — From  the  3d  of  April, 
1792,  to  the  28th  of  March,  1814,  at  the  rate  of  fifty  shillings  ($G  G6§)  per 
hundred  acres.  f 

Lands  in  the  purchase  of  1784,  lying  nortli  and  west  of  the  rivers  Ohio 
and  Allegheny,  and  Conewango  creek,  £7  10s.  ($20.) 

Undrawn  donation  lands,  from  the  first  of  October,  1813,  at  the  rate  of 
$1  50  per- acre. 

Donation  lands  reduced,  from  the  25th  of  February,  1819,  to  fifty  cents 
per  acre. 


from  the  20th  of  March,  1814,  lands  within  the  purchase  of  17G8,  and 
the  previous  purchases,  to  be  at  the  rate  of  £10  ($26  66))  per  hundred 
acres. 

I  rom  the  1st  of  September,  1817,  lands  within  the  purchase  of  1784,  east 
of  the  Allegheny  river  and  Conewango  creek,  at  the  rate  of  £10,  ($26  665,) 
except  such  as  have  been  settled  on,  agreeably  to  the  act  of  3d  of  April, 
1792,  between  said  3d  of  April  and  1st  of  September,  1817. 

Seventeen  townships  in  Luzerne  county — price  fixed  by  tiie  commission¬ 
ers :  First  class,  $2  per  acre  ;  second  class,  $1  20  ;  third  class,  50  cents  ; 
fourth  class,  8$  cents. 


PRESENT  PRICE. 

The  price  of  all  vacant  and  unimproved  land  is  now  at  the  rate  of  £10 
($26  66§)  per  hundred  acres,  except  the  following  : 

Lands  lying  north  and  west  of  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Allegheny,  and  Cone¬ 
wango  creek,  $20  per  hundred  acres. 

Reserve  tracts  near  Erie,  Waterford,  &c.,  price  fixed  by  commissioners. 

Lands  improved  agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  3d  of  April,  1792,  fifty  shill¬ 
ings,  ($6  66f,)  and  £5  ($13  33^  per  hundred  acre8 

Lands  held  by  Virginia  warrants  in  the  south-west  part  of  the  State— the 
warrants  show  the  terms.  Lands  were  taken  under  Virginia  warrants  as 
low  as  ten  shillings  per  hundred  acres. 

It  is  the  practice  in  the  Land  Office  to  charge  for  the  excess  of  land  above 
ten  per  cent,  on  fifty  shilling  warrants,  at  the  rate  of  £10  per  hundred  acres 
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TABLES 

Showing  the  price  of  from  one  acre  to  Jive  hundred  acres  of  Land  of  the 
various  rates  prescribed  by  the  Proprietary  and  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Warrants  at  £15  10s.  per  cent.,  2 per  cent,  interest. 


Acres  . . . 

Cents. . . . 

Dollars . . 

Acres. . . . 

Cents. . . . 

Dollars. . 

Acres. . . . 

Cents. . . . 

Dollars. . 

Perches  . 

Cents  . . . 

Perches  . 

Cents. . . . 

1 

41 

37 

15  29 

73 

30  17 

4 

1* 

90 

22 

O 

83 

38 

15  70 

74 

30  58 

8 

2 

95 

23 

3 

1  24 

39 

16  12 

75 

31  00 

12 

3 

99 

24 

4 

1  65 

40 

16  53 

76 

31  41 

17 

4 

103 

25 

5 

2  07 

41 

16  94 

77 

31  82 

21 

5 

107 

26 

(5 

2  48 

42 

17  36 

78 

32  24 

25 

6 

111 

27 

7 

289 

43 

17  77 

79 

32  65 

29 

7 

115 

28 

8 

3  31 

44 

18  18 

80 

33  06 

33 

8 

119 

29 

9 

3  72 

45 

18  60 

81 

33  48 

37 

9 

123 

30 

10 

4  13 

46 

19  01 

82 

33  89 

41 

10 

127 

31 

11 

4  54 

47 

19  42 

83 

34  30 

45 

11 

131 

32 

12 

4  96 

48 

19  84 

84 

34  72 

49 

12 

135 

33 

13 

5  37 

49 

20  25 

85 

35  13 

53 

13 

139 

34 

14 

5  78 

50 

20  66 

86 

35  54 

57 

14 

143 

35 

15 

6  20 

51 

21  08 

87 

35  96 

62 

15 

147 

36 

16 

6  61 

52  - 

21  49 

88 

36  37 

66 

16 

152 

37 

17 

7  02 

53 

21  90 

89 

36  78 

70 

17 

156 

38 

18 

7  44 

54 

22  32 

90 

37  20 

74 

18 

160 

39 

19 

7  85 

55 

22  73 

91 

37  61 

78 

19 

164 

40 

20 

8  27 

56 

23  14 

92 

38  02 

82 

20 

169 

41 

21 

8  68 

57 

23  56 

93 

38  44 

86 

21 

22 

9  09 

58 

23  97 

94 

38  85 

23 

9  50 

59 

24  38 

95 

39  26 

24 

9  92 

60 

24  80 

96 

39  68 

25 

10  33 

61 

25  21 

97 

40  09 

26 

10  74 

62 

25  62 

98 

40  50 

27 

11  16 

63 

26  04 

99 

40  92 

28 

11  57 

64 

26  45 

100 

41  33 

29 

11  98 

65 

26  86 

200 

82  67 

30 

12  40 

66 

27  27 

300 

124  00 

31 

12  81 

67 

27  69 

400 

165  33 

32 

13  22 

68 

28  10 

500 

206  67 

33 

13  64 

69 

28  52 

34 

14  05 

70 

28  93 

35 

14  46 

71 

29  34 

35 

14  88 

72 

29  76 
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li  arranls  at  <£10  per  cent.,  3  per  cent,  interest. 


o 

■ i 

CO 

Cents. . . . 

Dollars. . 

2 

6 

X 

z  © 

2  x" 

X  • 

© 

"1 

© 

X 

z  © 

—  * 

X  • 

Acres  . . . 

o  © 

^  'x 

1  • 

X  • 

-d 

© 

-t 

o 

cr 

o 

X 

Cents  . . . 

l 

.  26 

or 

7  20 

53 

14  13 

79 

21  07 

6 

1 

53 

28 

7  47 

54 

14  40 

so 

21  33 

13 

O 

—  i) 

80 

20 

7  73 

oo 

14  67 

81 

21  60 

19 

3 

4 

1  06 

30 

8  00 

56 

14  93 

82 

21  87 

25 

4 

5 

1  33 

31 

S  27 

57 

15  20 

83 

22  14 

32 

5 

6 

1  CO 

32 

8  55 

58 

15  47 

8-1 

22  41 

38 

6 

7 

1  87 

33 

8  80 

59 

15  73 

85 

22  67 

45 

K 

2  13 

34 

9  07 

60 

16  00 

86 

22  03 

51 

8 

!) 

2  40 

35 

9  33 

61 

16  27 

87 

23  20 

9 

10 

2  07 

36 

9  60 

62 

16  53 

88 

23  47 

64 

10 

11 

2  03 

37 

9  87 

63 

16  80 

89 

23  7.3 

70 

11 

12 

3  20' 

38 

10  13 

64 

17  07 

90 

24  00 

76 

12 

13 

3  47 

39 

10  40 

65 

17  33 

91 

2-1  27 

83 

13 

14 

3  73 

40 

10  67 

66 

17  60 

92 

24  53 

89 

14 

15 

4  00 

41 

10  93 

67 

17  87 

93 

24  80 

96 

15 

1C 

4  27 

42 

11  20 

68 

18  13 

94 

25  07 

102 

16 

17 

4  53 

43 

11  47 

69 

18  40 

95 

25  33 

108 

17 

18 

4  SO 

44 

11  73 

70 

18  67 

96 

25  60 

114 

18 

10 

5  07 

45 

12  00 

71 

18  93 

97 

25  87 

121 

19 

20 

5  33 

46 

12  27 

■•) 

19  20 

98 

26  13 

127 

20 

21 

5  60 

47 

12  53 

73 

19  47 

99 

26  40 

134 

21 

5  87' 

4.8 

12  80 

74 

19  73 

100 

26  67 

140 

99 

23 

0  13 

49 

13  07 

/  5 

29  00 

200 

53  33 

146 

23 

24 

6  40 

50 

13  33 

76 

20  27 

300 

80  00 

153 

24 

25 

6  67 

51 

13  60 

77 

20  53 

400 

106  67 

159 

25 

2G 

6  93 

52 

13  S7 

7S 

20  80 

500 

133  33  1 

165 

26 

Warrants  at  £9  Currency  per  cent.,  3  per  cent,  interest. 


© 

-t 

o 

X 

z  © 

5?  S' 

X  • 

A  eros  . . . 

3  F 

X  • 

. 

Acres. . . . 

Cents. . . . 

Dollars. . 

Acres  . . . 

c*  ■ 
z  © 

5  ? 

X  • 

Perches . 

Cents.... 

1 

24 

27 

,  6  48 

53 

12  72 

79 

18  96 

7 

1 

Q 

48 

28 

6  72 

54 

12  96 

•80 

19  20 

14 

•  > 

o 

72 

29 

6  96 

O,) 

13  20 

81 

19  44 

21 

3 

4 

96 

'  30 

7  20 

56 

13  44 

82 

19  68 

28 

4 

5 

1  20 

31 

7  44 

57 

13  68 

83 

19  92 

35 

5 

6 

1  44 

32 

7  08 

58 

13  92 

84 

20  16 

42 

6 

7 

1  68 

33 

7  92 

59 

14  16 

85 

20  40 

49 

7 

8 

1  92 

34 

8  16 

60 

14  40 

86 

20  64 

56 

8 

9 

2  16 

35 

8  10 

61 

14  64 

87 

20  88 

64 

9 

10 

2  40 

36 

8  64 

62 

14  88 

88 

21  12 

71 

10 

11 

2  64 

37 

S  88 

63 

15  12 

89 

21  36 

78 

11 

12 

2  8S 

38 

9  12 

64 

15  36 

90 

21  60 

85 

12 

13 

3  12 

39 

9  36 

65 

15  60 

91 

21  S4 

92 

13 

14 

3  36 

40 

9  60 

66 

15  84 

92 

22  OS 

99 

14 

15 

3  60 

41 

9  S4 

67 

16  03 

93 

22  32 

106 

15 

16 

3  84 

42 

10  08 

68 

16  32 

94 

22  56 

113 

16 

17 

4  OS 

43 

10  32 

69 

16  56 

95 

22  80 

120 

17 

18 

4  32 

44 

10  56 

70 

16  80 

96 

23  04 

127 

18 

10 

4  56 

45 

10  SO 

71 

17  04 

97 

23  28 

134 

10 

20 

4  SO 

46 

11  04 

72 

17  2S 

9S 

23  52 

141 

20 

21 

5  04 

47 

11  28 

To 

17  52 

99 

23  76 

148 

21 

*>•> 

5  28 

48 

11  52 

74 

17  76 

100 

24  00 

155 

22 

23 

5  52 

49 

11  76 

to 

18  00 

200 

48  00 

163 

23 

24 

5  76 

50 

12  00 

76 

18  24 

300 

72  00 

169 

24 

25 

6  00 

51 

12  24 

77 

18  48 

400 

96  00 

26 

6  24 

52 

12  48 

78 

18  72 

500 

120  00 
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Lands  at  £5  Sterling  per  cent.,  3|  per  cent,  interest. 


> 

o 

i 

U1 

Cents.. . . 

Dollars.. 

Acres . . . 

Cents... . 

Dollars.. 

Acres. . . 

Cents . . . 

Dollars.. 

Acres. . . 

Cents. . . 

Dollars.. 

O 

d_ 

a 

Cents . . . 

1 

22 

28 

6  22 

55 

12  22 

82 

18  22 

8 

1 

2 

44 

29 

6  44 

06 

12  44 

83 

18  44 

*15 

2 

3 

(37 

30 

6  67 

57 

12  67 

84 

IS  67 

23 

o 

4 

89 

ol 

6  89 

58 

12  89 

85 

18  89 

31 

4 

5 

1  12 

32 

7  11 

59 

13  11 

86 

19  11 

38 

5 

<> 

1  33 

33 

7  33 

60 

13  33 

87 

19  33 

46 

6 

7 

1  56 

34 

7  56 

61 

13  56 

88 

19  56 

53 

7 

8 

1  78 

35 

7  78 

62 

13  78 

S9 

19  78 

61 

8 

9 

2  00 

36 

8  00 

63 

14  00 

90 

20  00 

69 

9 

10 

2  22 

6/ 

8  22 

64 

14  22 

91 

20  22 

76 

10 

11 

2  44 

38 

8  44 

65 

14  44 

92 

20  44 

84 

11 

12 

2  67 

39 

8  67 

66 

14  67 

93 

20  67 

92 

12 

13 

2  89 

40 

8  89 

67 

14  89 

94 

20  89 

99 

13 

14 

3  11 

41 

9  11 

6S 

15  11 

95 

21  11 

107 

14 

15 

3  33 

42 

9  33 

69 

15  33 

96 

21  33 

114 

15 

16 

3  56 

43 

9  56 

70 

15  56 

97 

21  56 

122 

16 

17 

3  78 

44 

9  78 

71 

15  78 

98 

21  78 

130 

17 

18 

4  00 

45 

10  00 

72 

16  00 

99 

22  00 

138 

18 

19 

4  22 

46 

10  22 

73 

16  22 

100 

22  22 

145 

19 

20 

4  44 

47 

10  44 

74 

16  44 

110 

24  44 

153 

20 

21 

4  67 

48 

10  67 

75 

16  67 

125 

27  78 

160 

21 

4  89 

49 

10  S9 

76 

16  89 

200 

44  44 

168 

22 

23 

.3  11 

50 

11  11 

77 

17  11 

300 

66  66 

169 

23 

24 

5  33 

51 

11  33 

7S 

17  33 

400 

88  8S 

25 

5  56 

52 

11  *>5 

79 

17  56 

500 

111  10 

26 

5  78 

53 

11  77 

SO 

17  78 

27 

6  00 

54 

12  00 

81 

18  00 

Lands  at  £1  10 s.  per  cent.,  or  $20,  per  cent,  interest. 


Acres . . , 

,  Cents  . . . 

Dollars.. 

Acres. . . 

Cents . . . 

Dollars.. 

Acres . . . 

Cents . . . 

Dollars.. 

Acres . . . 

Cents . . . 

Dollars.. 

I 

Cents . . . 

1 

20 

27 

'  5  40 

53 

10  60 

79 

15  80 

s 

1 

2 

40 

28 

5  60 

54 

10  80 

80 

16  00 

16 

9 

3 

60 

29 

5  80 

55 

11  00 

81 

16  20 

24 

4 

80 

30 

6  00 

56 

11  20 

S2 

16  40 

32 

4 

5 

•  1  00 

31 

6  20 

£>/ 

11  40 

83 

16  60 

40 

5 

6 

1  20 

32 

6  40 

58 

11  60 

S4 

16  80 

4S 

6 

7 

1  40 

33 

6  60 

59 

11  80 

85 

17  00 

56 

7 

8 

1  60 

34 

6  80 

60 

12  00 

86 

17  20 

64 

8 

9 

1  80 

35 

7  00 

61 

12  20 

87 

17  40 

72 

9 

10 

2  00 

36 

7  20 

62 

12  40 

88 

17  60 

80 

10 

11 

2  20 

37 

7  40 

63 

12  60 

89 

17  80 

88 

11 

12 

2  40 

38 

7  60 

64 

12  80 

90 

.  18  CO 

96 

12 

13 

2  60 

39 

7  80 

65 

13  00 

91 

18  20 

104 

13 

14 

2  80 

40 

8  00 

66 

13  20 

92 

18  40 

112 

14 

15 

3  00 

41 

8  20 

67 

13  40 

93 

18  60 

120 

15 

16 

3  20 

42 

8  40 

68 

13  60 

94 

IS  SO 

128 

16 

17 

3  40 

43 

8  60 

69 

13  80 

95 

19  00 

136 

17 

18 

3  60 

44 

8  80 

70 

14  00 

96 

19  20 

144 

18 

19 

3  80 

45 

9  00 

71 

14  20 

97 

19  40 

152 

19 

20 

4  00 

46 

9  20 

72 

14  40 

98 

19  60 

160 

20 

21 

4  20 

47 

9  40 

73 

14  60 

99 

19  SO 

22 

4  40 

48 

9  60 

74 

14  SO 

100 

20  00 

23 

4  60 

49 

9  80 

75 

15  00 

200 

40  00 

24 

4  80 

50 

10  00 

76 

15  20 

300 

60  00 

25 

5  00 

51 

10  20 

77 

15  40 

400 

80  00 

26 

5  20 

52 

10  40 

78 

15  60 

500 

100  00 

SECRETARY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS. 

Warrants  at  £5  Currency,  4  per  cent,  interest 
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©  O  ©  on©  n 

^  3  *"*  ' —  —  -1 


® 

X 

*®  M 

® 

to 

o 

X 

1 

13 

28 

3  73 

i  54 

ty 

26 

1  29 

3  86 

i  55 

3 

40 

30 

4  00 

[  56 

4 

53 

31 

4  13 

1  57 

5 

66 

32 

4  26 

58 

6 

80 

1  33 

4  40 

59 

7 

93 

,  34 

4  53 

60 

8 

1  06 

i  35 

4  66 

61 

9 

1  20 

36 

4  80 

62 

10 

1  33 

37 

4  93 

63 

11 

1  46 

'  38 

5  06 

64 

12 

1  60 

39 

5  20 

65 

13 

1  73 

40 

5  33 

66 

14 

1  86 

41 

5  46 

67 

15 

2  00 

42 

5  60 

68 

16 

2  13 

43 

5  73 

69 

17 

2  26 

44 

5  86 

70 

IS 

2  40 

45 

6  00 

71 

19 

2  53 

46 

6  13 

72 

20 

2  66 

47 

6  26 

73 

21 

2  80 

48 

6  40 

74 

22 

2  93 

49 

6  53 

75 

oo 

— ■ , 

3  06 

50 

6  66 

76 

24 

3  20 

51 

6  80 

77 

25 

3  33 

52 

6  93 

78 

26 

3  46 

53 

7  08 

79 

27 

3  60 

■—  a 

73  O 

O  ® 

Q 

o  ®" 

© 

O 

x  sr 

© 

CO 

x  5T 

of 

c“- 

cc 

7  20 

80 

10  66 

13 

1 

7  33 

81 

10  80 

ne 

•> 

7  46 

82 

10  93 

38 

3 

7  60 

83 

11  06  . 

50 

4 

7  73 

S4 

11  20 

63 

5 

7  86 

85 

11  33 

75 

6 

8  00 

86 

11  46 

88 

4 

8  13 

87 

11  60 

100 

8 

8  26 

88 

11  73 

113 

9 

8  40 

89 

11  86 

125 

10 

8  53 

90 

12  00 

138 

11 

8  66 

91 

12  13 

150 

12- 

8  80 

92 

12  26 

163 

13 

8  93 

93 

12  40 

169 

13 

9  03 

94 

12  53 

9  20 

95 

12  66 

9  33 

96 

12  80 

9  46 

97 

12  93 

9  69 

98 

13  06 

9  72 

99 

13  20 

9  86 

100 

13  33 

10  OO 

150 

20  00 

10  13 

200 

26  66 

10  26 

300 

40  00 

10  40 

400 

53  33 

10  53 

500 

66  67 

o 

-! 

o 


1 

*> 

3 

4 

5 

6 


8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 

26 
27 


Warrants  at  50  Shillings  per  cent.,  or  $6  67,  6  per  cent,  interest. 


Dolls. . 

C 

© 

<-*■ 

0B 

Acres. . 

Cents. . 

Dolls.. 

Acres. . 

X 

Cents. . 

Acres. . 

o 

x 

©* 

c** 

X 

Per’s. . 

!  Cents. . 

7 

28 

1  87 

55 

3 

67 

82 

5 

47 

25 

1 

13 

29 

l  93 

56 

3 

73 

83 

5 

53 

51 

9 

20 

30 

2  00 

57 

3 

80 

84 

5 

60 

3 

27 

3T 

2  07 

58 

3 

87 

85 

5 

67 

102 

4 

33 

32 

2  13 

59 

3 

93 

86 

5 

73 

127 

5 

40 

33 

2  20 

60 

4 

00 

87 

5 

so 

152 

6 

47 

34 

2  27 

61 

4 

07 

88 

5 

87 

169 

53 

3.) 

2  33 

62 

4 

13 

89 

5 

93 

60 

30 

2  40 

63 

4 

20 

90 

6 

00 

67 

37 

2  47 

64 

4 

27 

91 

6 

07 

73 

38 

2  53 

65 

4 

33 

92 

6 

13 

80 

39 

2  60 

66 

4 

40 

93 

6 

20 

87 

40 

2  67 

67 

4 

47 

94 

6 

27 

i 

93 

41 

2  73 

68 

4 

53 

95 

6 

33 

00 

42 

2  80 

69 

4 

60 

96 

6 

40 

i 

07 

43 

2  87 

70 

4 

67 

97 

6 

47 

i 

13 

44 

2  93 

71 

4 

73 

98 

6 

53 

i 

20 

45 

3  00 

T> 

4 

80 

99 

6 

60 

i 

27 

46 

3  07 

73 

4 

87 

100 

6 

67 

i 

33 

47 

3  13 

74 

4 

93 

150 

10 

00 

33 

i 

40 

48 

3  20 

/  0 

5 

00 

200 

13 

i 

47 

49 

3  27 

76 

5 

07 

250 

16 

66 

i 

53 

50 

3  33 

77 

5 

13 

300 

20 

00 

i 

60 

51 

3  40 

7S 

5 

20 

400 

26 

67 

i 

i 

67 

73 

52 

53 

3  47 

3  53 

79 

80 

5 

5 

27 

33 

500 

33 

33 

i 

80 

54 

3  60 

81 

5 

40 

72  A. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE 


FORM  S. 


FORM  No.  90. 

APPLICATION  FOR  UNIMPROVED  LAND. 

- ,  of  the - of - ,  in  the  county  of - 

appl - for - acres  of  land,  situated  in  the  township  of  - ,  and 

county  of - ,  adjoining  lands  of  - on  the  east, - on  the 

south,  -  on  the  west  and - on  the  north. 

To  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  of  1  r  ,  ,.  .  n 

the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  ]'  ^  PPilCant  S12>n- J 

-  County,  ss : 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  township 
of  - - ,  and  county  aforesaid,  personally  came - ,  a  disinter¬ 

ested  witness,  who  being  sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that 
to  his  certain  knowledge  the  land  described  in  the  above  application  is  un¬ 
improved. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  ) 

- day  of - ,  187 — .  [Witness  sign.] - 

- ,  J-  P-  ) 


- -  County,  ss  : 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  township 

of  - ,  and  county  aforesaid,  personally  came  -  - ,  the  above 

named  applicant,  who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and 
say,  that  he  verily  believes  that  no  warrant  or  other  office  right  has  previ¬ 
ously  issued  for  the  land  above  described,  either  in  his  own  name  or  in  the 
name  or  names  of  any  person  or  persons  under  whom  he  claims  the  same. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this ^ 

- day  of  — - ,  187 — .  >-  [Applicant  sign  ] - ■ 

- ,  J.  P.  ) 


Kote. — If  there  is  no  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  township  in  which  the  land  is  sit¬ 
uated,  the  affidavits  may  be  made  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  an  adjoining  town¬ 
ship.  In  that  case  the  justice  should  certify  that  tact. 

After  the  application  has  been  duly  prepared,  it  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Internal  Affairs,  together  with  the  proper  amount  of  purchase  money  and 
warrant  fee.  The  applicant  must  then  give  at  least  thirty  days’  notice  of  the  tiling 
of  the  application  with  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  with  a  full  description  of 
the  land  as  set  forth  in  the  application  by  publication  once  a  week,  for  three  succes¬ 
sive  weeks,  in  one  or  more  newspapers  of  the  county  in  which  the  land  is  situated 
and  nearest  its  location  ;  and  furnish  proof  that  such  notice  has  been  given,  before  a 
warrant  can  be  issued. 


A.  73 


SECRETARY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS. 


FORM  No.  91. 

APPLICATION  FOR  IMPROVED  LAND. 

[When  date  of  improvement  can  be  fixed.] 
of  the - of  - ,  in  the  county  of  — 


appl- 


■  for 

- acres  of  land,  situated  in  the  township  of - and  county  of - , 

adjoining  lands  of - on  the  east, - on  the  south, - on  the  west 


and 


on  the  north. 


To  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  of  /  ,  . 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  j"  ■-*  PPlU  alu  ^'S11  J 


-  County,  ss: 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  township 
of - and  county  aforesaid,  personally  came - ,  a  disinter¬ 

ested  witness,  who,  being  sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and  say  that 
to  his  certain  knowledge  the  land  above  described  has  been  improved,  and 
that  it  was  first  improved - ,  A.  D, - ,  and  not  before,  that  the  im¬ 

provements  thereon  in  the  main  consist  of  [Describe  the  improvements] 
and  that  [Here  state  whether  there  is  any  one  now  settled  and  residing  on 
the  land.] 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  1 

- day  of - ,  187 — .  -  [Witness  sign.] - 

- ,  J.  P.  ) 


-  County,  ss:  ^ 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  township 

of - and  county  aforesaid,  personally  came - ,  the  above 

named  applicant,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and 
say  that  he  verily  believes  that  no  warrant  or  other  office  right  has  been  is¬ 
sued  for  the  land  above  described,  either  in  his  own  name  or  in  the  name 
or  names  of  any  other  person  or  persons  under  whom  he  claim  the  same, 
and  that  he  has  an  equitable  right  to  the  land  and  the  improvements 
thereon  by  [Here  give  the  nature  of  the  right,  whether  by  improvement, 
purchase,  &c.] 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this] 

- day  of - ,  187 — .  -  [Applicant  sign.] - 

•= - ,  J.  P.  ) 

Note. — If  there  is  no  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  township  in  which  the  land  is 
situated,  the  affidavits  may  be  made  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  an  adjoining 
township ;  in  that  case  the  justice  should  certify  that  fact. 

After  the  application  has  been  duly  prepared,  it  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Internal  Affairs,  together  with  the  proper  amount  of  purchase  money  and 
warrant  fee.  The  applicant  must  then  give  at  least  thirty  days’  notice  of  the  filing 
of  the  application  with  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  with  a  full  description  of 
the  land  as  set  forth  in  the  application,  by  publication  once  a  week,  for  three  succes¬ 
sive  weeks,  in  one  or  more  newspapers  of  the  county  in  which  the  land  is  situated 
and  nearest  its  location,  and  furnish  proof  that  such  notice  has  been  given  before  a 
warrant  can  be  issued. 


74  A. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


FORM  No.  92. 

APPLICATION  FOR  IMPROVED  LAND.  M  "M 

- - _i  _  _  33SSG 

[When  date  of  improvement  cannot  be  fixed.] 

-  of  the  -  of  - ,  in  the  county  of - appl -  for 

- acres  of  land,  situated  in  the  township  of - ,  and  county  of _ , 

adjoining  lands  of  - - on  the  east,  - on  the  south,  -  on  the  west 

and - on  the  north. 

To  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  of  1  r  , 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  j  [-^PP“cant  S]ou-j 

-  County,  ss : 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  and  for  the  township 

°f - and  county  aforesaid,  personally  came - ,  the  above 

named  applicant,  who,  after  having  been  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  did 
depose  and  say,  that  he  ha  made  diligent  search  and  inquiry  and  cannot 
find  any  person  by  whom  he  can  prove  the  time  at  which  the  land  describ¬ 
ed  in  the  above  application  was  first  improved  :  And  further,  that  he  verily 
believe  that  no  warrant  or  other  office  right  has  been  issued  for  said  land 
eitoer  in  own  name  or  in  the  name  or  names  of  any  other  person  or  per¬ 
sons  under  whom  he  claim  the  same. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  —  ') 

day  of  - ,  187-,  9  -  [Applicant  sign.] - 

,  J.  P.  ) 

Xote.  It  there  is  no  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  township  in  which  the  land  is  sit¬ 
uated,  the  affidavit  may  be  made  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  an  adjoining  town¬ 
ship— in  that  case  the  justice  should  certify  that  fact. 

After  the  application  has  been  duly  prepared,  it  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  Internal  Affairs,  together  with  the  proper  amount  of  purchase  monev  and 
warrant  fee.  The  applicant  must  then  give  at  least  thirty  days’  notice  of  the  filing 
of  the  application  with  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  with  a  full  description  of  the 
land  as  set  forth  in  the  application,  by  publication  once  a  week,  for  three  successive 
weeks,  in  one  or  more  newspapers  of  the  county  in  which  the  land  is  situated  and. 
nearest,  its  location ;  and  furnish  j)roof  that  such  notice  has  been  given,  before  a  war¬ 
rant  can  be  issued. 


SECRETARY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS.  A.  75 

FORM  No.  94. 

PROOF  OF  NOTICE  BY  PUBLICATION  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  WARRANT  TO  SURVEY 

VACANT  LAND. 

- -  County ,  ss  : 

Before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  ap¬ 
peared  - ,  who,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  says  that 

the  notice  appended,  to  wit : 

,  has  been  published  once  a  week  for 

three  consecutive  weeks  in  the - ,  published  at - ,  and  that  the  said 

- is  a  newspaper  published  nearest  the  land  so  applied  for  in  said  county, 

and  that  the  said  notice  first  appeared  in  the  issue  of  said  paper  on  the 
- day  of -  13 — .  • 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  ) 

- day  of - ,  187-. 

- ,  J.  P.  ) 

Note,  Extract  from  act  of  14th  April,  1S74,  relative  to  issuing  warrants  to  survey 

vacant  lands. 

Section  :i.  Every  applicant  lor  a  warrant  to  survey  vacant  land  shall,  after  tiling 
his  or  their  application  for  such  warrant,  and  depositing  the  amount  of  the  purchase 
money  and  fee  with  the  [Secretary  of  Internal  Adairs,]  giving  at  least  thirty  days' 
notice  ol  the  filing  of  said  application,  with  a  full  description  of  the  land  as  set  forth 
in  the  application,  by  publication,  once  a  week  for  three  successive  weeks,  in  one  or 
more  newspapers  of  the  county  in  which  tin*  land  is  situate,  and  nearest  its  location, 
and  shall  furnish  proof  that  such  notice  has  been  given,  before  a  warrant  shall  issue. 


FORM  No.  95. 

APPLICATION  FOR  PATENT  WHEN  THE  PRESENT  OWNER  CAN  GIVE  A  COMPLETE 
STATEMENT  OF  THE  TITLE  FROM  THE  WARRANTEE  OR  OTHER  PERSON  WHO  TOOK 
OUT  THE  OFFICE  RIGHT. 


I, 


of - ,  in  the  county  of 


,  the  present  owner  of 


acres  and  perches,  and  allowance  of  land,  now  situated  in  the  town¬ 
ship  of - and  county  of - ,  surveyed  on  a  warrant  to - ,  dated  the 

day  ol  ,  herewith  forward  the  amount  of  purchase  money,  interest 
and  fees  due  the  Commonwealth,  and  request  that  a  patent  shall  be  issued 
id - name  - for  the  said  tract. 


STATEMENT  OF  TITLE— 


To  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  of) 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  j 


T6  A. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


- County,  ss : 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county, 

personally  came  - - ,  the  above  named  applicant  who,  being  duly 

sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that  to  the  best  of- - knowl¬ 

edge  and  belief,  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  application  are  true  ; 
and  further,  that  he  do  not  know  of  any  other  person  or  persons  claim¬ 
ing  title  to  the  above  described  land,  under  the  aforesaid  warrantee. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this - ) 

day  of — - .  [- 

- ,  J.  P.  ) 

-  County,  ss  : 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county, 

personally  came  -  - ,  a  reputable  citizen  of  the  township  and 

county  in  which  the  land  is  situated,  for  which  a  patent  is  asked  in  the 
foregoing  application,  who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose 
and  say,  that  he  knows  the  applicant  to  be  the  reputed  owner  of  the  land 
described  in  the  foregoing  application. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this - ) 

day  of - ,  - 

- ,  J.  P.  ) 


Note. — When  there  is  more  than  one  owner  of  the  tract,  or  when  the  application 
is  for  part  only  of  the  original  tract,  the  form  can  be  varied  to  suit  the  requirements 
of  the  case. 


FORM  No.  96. 

APPLICATION  FOR  PATENT  WHEN  THE  PRESENT  OWNER  CANNOT  GIVE  A  COMPLETE 
STATEMENT  OF  THE  TITLE  FROM  THE  WARRANTEE  OR  OTHER  PERSON  WHO  TOOK 
OUT  THE  OFFICE  RIGHT. 

I, - of - in  the  county  of - the  present  owner  of - 

acres  and - perches,  and  allowance  of  land,  now  situated  in  the  town¬ 
ship  of - and  county  of - ,  surveyed  on  a  warrant  to - ,  dated  the 

- -  day  of- - ,  herewith  forward  the  amount  of  purchase  money,  interest 

and  fees  due  the  Commonwealth,  and  request  that  a  patent  shall  be  issued  in 
name  for  the  said  tract.  And  further  represent,  that  owing  to  the  length 
of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  warrant  was  taken  out,  and  the  great 
number  of  conveyances  and  assurances  in  law  vesting  title  to  the  same, 
unable  to  give  a  connected  statement  of  them. 

To  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  of) 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  } 


SECRETARY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS. 


A. 


t  I 

-  County,  ss: 

Before  ine,  the  subscriber,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  said 
county,  personally  came - ,  the  above  named  applicant  who,  be¬ 

ing  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and  say,  that  to  the  best  of 

- knowledge  and  belief,  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  application 

are  true  ;  and  further,  that  —he—  do —  not  know  of  any  other  person  or  per¬ 
sons  claiming  title  to  the  above  described  land,  under  the  aforesaid  war¬ 
rantee. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  < 

- day  of - . 

‘ - ,  J.  P.  ) 

o  _ 


-  County,  ss  : 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county, 

personally  came - - ,  a  reputable  citizen  of  the  township  and 

county  in  which  the  land  is  situated,  for  which  a  patent  is  asked  in  the  fore¬ 
going  application,  who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose  and 
say,  that  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  the  aforesaid  applicant—, 
and  those  under  whom  -he-  claim-  title,  have  held  the  above  described 
tract  of  land  by  peaceable  possession,  and  the  exercise  of  ownership,  for 
more  than  twenty-one  years  last  past. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  ) 

- day  of - . 

- ,  J.  P.  ) 

Note.— When  there  is  more  than  one  owner  of  the  tract,  or  when  the  application 
is  for  part  only  of  the  original  tract,  the  form  can  be  varied  to  suit  the  requirements 
of  the  case. 


FORM  A. 

FOR  RETURN  OF  AN  ORIGINAL  SURVEY. 

A  draft  ol  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  the  township  of - ,  and  county 

>  containing - acres -  perches  and  allowance  of  six  per  cent. 

lor  roads,  &c.  Surveyed  the - day  of - 18T-,  in  pursuance  of  a  war¬ 
rant  granted  to - ,  dated  the - day  of - ,  18—. 

To 


,  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs. 


C.  S. 


7S  A.  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 

FORM  B. 

FOR  RETURN  OF  A  TRACT  SURVEYED  BY  A  FORMER  DEPUTY  OR  COUNTY  SURVEYOR. 

A  draft  of  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  the  township  of - - — ,  and  county 

°f - ,  containing - acres, - perches  and  allowance  of  six  per  cent. 

for  roads,  &c. 

Surveyed  the - day  of - ,  187-,  in  pursuance  of  a  warrant  granted 

to - ,  dated  the - day  of - . 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  correct  copy  of  a  survey  filed 
amongst  the  records  of  the  county  surveyor’s  office  of  this  county,  and 
that  it  has  been  examined  by  me  and  found  correct. 

- ,  G.  S. 

To - ,  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs. 


FORM  C. 

FOR  RETURN  OF  A  PART  OF  A  TRACT  FOR  PATENTING. 

A  draft  of  a  tract  of  land  situated  in  the  township  of - ,  and  county 

of - ,  containing - acres - perches  and  allowance  of  six  per  cent. 

for  roads,  &c. 

Surveyed  for - the - day  of - ;  it  being  a  part  of  a  larger  tract 

of - acres - perches  and  allowance,  originally  surveyed  in  pursuance 

of  a  warrant  granted  to - dated  the - day  of - . 

- ,  G.  S. 

To - ,  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs. 

Note.— When  this  form  is  used,  the  county  surveyor  should  indicate  by  dotted  lines 
the  remainder  of  the  original  survey,  thus  showing  the  location  of  the  part  returned. 
See  paragraph  9,  of  the  instructions  to  county  surveyors. 
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Til E  METRIC  SYSTEM. 

MEASURES  OF  LENGTH. 


Metric  denominations  and  values. 

Equivalents  in  denomina¬ 
tions  in  use. 

Myriameter . 

10,000  meters. 

0.2317  miles. 

Kilometer . 

1,000  meters. 

0.62317  miles,  or  3,280  ft.  10  in. 

Hectometer . 

100  meters. 

328.  feet  1  inch. 

Dekameter . 

10  meters. 

3!  *3.7  inches. 

Meter . 

1  meter. 

30.37  inches. 

Decimeter . 

1-10  of  a  meter. 

3.037  inches. 

Centimeter . 

1-100  of  a  meter. 

0.3937  inches. 

Millimeter . 

1-100  of  a  meter. 

0.0394  inches. 

MEASURES  OF  SURFACE. 


Metric  denominations  and  values. 

Equivalents  in  denomina¬ 
tions  in  use. 

Hectare 

Are _ 

Centare. 

.  10,000  square  meters. 

.  100  square  meters. 

2.471  acres. 

119.6  square  yards. 

1550.  square  inches. 

MEASURES  OF  CAPACITY. 


METRIC  DENOMINATIONS  AND  VALUES. 

EQUIVALENTS  IN 
TIONS  IN 

DENOMINA¬ 

TE. 

Names. 

No.  of 
liters. 

Cubic  measure. 

Dry  measure. 

Liquid  or 
wine  measure 

Iviloliter  or  stere, 

Hectoliter . 

Dekaliter . 

Liter . 

Deciliter . 

Centiliter . 

Milliliter . 

1,000 

100 

10 

1 

1-10 

1-100 

1-1000 

1  cubic  meter . 

1-10  of  a  cubic  meter . 

10  cubic  decimeters . 

1  cubic  decimeter . 

1-10  of  a  cubic  decimeter.. 

10  cubic  centimeters . 

1  cubic  centimeter . 

1,308  cubic  yards, 
2  bu.  A  3.35  pecks, 

9.08  quarts . 

0.908  quart . 

6.1022  cubic  inch’s 
0.0102  cubic  inch.. 
0.061  cubic  inch  . . 

264.17  gall's. 
26.417  gall’s. 
2.6417  gall’s. 
1.0567  quarts. 
0.845  gill. 
0.338  fluid  oz. 
0.27  fluid  dr. 

WEIGHTS. 


METRIC  DENOMINATIONS  AND  VALUES. 

EQUIVALENTS  IN  DENOM¬ 
INATIONS  IN  USE. 

Names. 

No.  of 
grams. 

Weight  of  what  quantity  of 
water  at  maximum  density. 

Avoirdupois  weight. 

Millier  or  Tonneau, 

Quintal . 

Mvriagram . 

Kilogram  or  Kile. . 

Hectogram . 

Dekagram . 

Gram . 

Decigram . 

Centigram . 

Milligram . 

1,000, 000 
100, 000 
10, 000 
1,000 
100 
10 

1 

1-10 

1-100 

1-1000 

1  cubic  meter . 

1  hectoliter . 

10  liters . 

1  liter . 

1  decaliter . 

10  cubic  centimeters . 

1  cubic  centimeter . 

1-10  of  a  cubic  centimeter. . . 

10  cubic  uiillimeters . 

1  cubic  millimeter . 

2204.6  pounds. 

220.46  pounds. 

22.046  pounds. 

2.2046  pounds. 

3.5274  ounces. 

0.3527  ounce. 

15.432  grains. 

1.5432  grains. 

0.1543  grain. 

0.0154  grain. 

6  A — Sec  Int.  Aff 


82  A. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  LAND  DEPARTMENT. 

i 


UNDER  THE  PROPRIETARIES. 

SURVEYORS  GENERAL. 

Thomas  IIolme,  commissioned  2nd  mo.  18,  1682. 

Ro .  do . 8th  mo.  14,  1688. 

Edvard  Pennington.. do . 2nd  mo.  26,  1698. 

Do . do . 6th  mo.  3,  1100. 

Jacob  Taylor . do . November  20,  1706. 

Benjamin  EASTBURN..do . October  29,  1733. 

William  Parsons..  ..do . August  22,  1741. 

Nicholas  Scull . do . June  14,  1748. 

Do . do . April  14,  1759. 

John  Lukens . do . December  8,  1761. 


LAND  COMMISSIONERS. 
Thomas  Lloyd,  appointed  1684. 

James  Claypoole. ..do.  .1684. 

Robert  Turner  . . . . do. . . 1684. 


DEPUTIES. 

William  Markham,  appointed  11th  mo.  21,  1686. 

Thomas  Ellis . do . 11th  mo.  21,  1686. 

John  Goodson . do . 11th  mo.  21,  1686. 


COMMISSIONERS. 

William  Markham,  appointed  2nd  mo.  16,  1689. 

Robert  Turner . ..do - 2nd  mo.  16,  1689. 

John  Goodson . do - 2nd  mo.  16,  1689. 

Samuel  Carpenter.  .  .  do - 2nd  mo.  16,  1689. 


COMMISSIONERS  OF  PROPERTY. 

Thomas  Holme,  commissioned  2nd  mo.  21,  1694. 

Robert  Turner . do . 2nd  mo.  21,  1694. 

A rthur  Ucok . do . 2nd  mo.  21,  1694. 

Samuel  Carpenter.  .  .do . 2nd  mo.  21,  1694. 
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SECRETARY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS. 

John  Goodson,  commissioned  2nd  mo.  21,  1694. 


Francis  Rawles 

.  .  2nd  mo.  21,  1694. 

Phixeas  Pemberton.  .  .  do .  . . 

. .  2nd  mo.  21,  1694. 

Edward  Shippen 

....  do. . . 

.  .  8th  mo.  28,  1701 . 

Griffith  Owens. 

....  do  . . 

.  .  8th  mo.  28,  1701. 

Thomas  Story. . . 

....  do. . . 

. .  8th  mo.  28,  1701. 

James  Logan  . . . . 

.  .  8th  mo.  28,  1701. 

Edwap.d  Shippen. 

... .do  .. 

. .  November  9,  1711. 

Samuel  Carpenter.  . .do. . . 

. .  November  9,  1711. 

Richard  IIili . 

.  .  November  9,  1711. 

Isaac  Norris  . . . . 

... .do... 

.  .  November  9,  1711. 

James  Logan. . . . 

.  .  November  9,  1711. 

AGENTS  FOR  JOHN,  THOMAS  AND  RICHARD  PENN,  ESQRS. 

James  Steel.  ..  .commissioned  August  19,  1741. 

Richard  Peters  . . 

.  .  .August  19,  1741 . 

Lynford  Lardner 

. . . . do . . . 

.  ..August  19,  1741 . 

KEEPERS 

OF  THE  GREAT  SEAL. 

Thomas  Lloyd,  commissioned  October  20,  1683. 

Do . 

.6th  mo.  18,  1684. 

Thomas  Story.  . . . 

. 4th  mo.  25,  1700. 

Do . 

•  October  27,  1701. 

Edward  Shippen, 

Deputies  appointed  by  Thomas  Story  in  his  absence, 

Griffith  Owen, 

commissioned  July  11,  1702;  also  commissioned 

James  Logan, 

February  13,  1705. 

Lynford  Lardner, 

commissioned  December  12,  1746. 

Richard  Hockley. 

. . . .  March  28,  1753. 

Do . 

- June  28,  1759. 

Edmund  Physic.  . . 

- January  1,  1769. 

SECRETARIES 

OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE. 

John  Georges,  commissioned  April  2,  1733. 

Richard  Peters.  . . 

.  .do . 

.November  24,  1748. 

Do . 

•  April  14,  1759. 

(Richard  Peters  resigned  and  William  Peters  entered  on  the  duties  of 
the  office  November  1,  1760.) 

William  Peters,  commissioned  April  2,  1761. 

James  Tilghman. 


84  A. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 

RECEIVERS  GENERAL. 
John  Blackwell,  commissioned  7th  mo.  25,  1689. 


Samuel  Jennings . do . July  15,  1690. 

Benjamin  Chambers,  (Deputy,)  commissioned  November  1,  1690. 


Robert  Turner  . . 

Francis  Steel . 

TIr,  . 

. do. . . 

. do . . . 

. do . . . 

. do . . . 

. . .  June  1,  1693. 

.  . .  October  29,  1701. 

.  . .  January  30,  1714. 
...March  15,  1716. 

James  Steel,  (Deputy,) - 

...March  30,  1718. 

. . .  December  16,  1732 

jAMttb  Steel . 

. 

. . .  October  15,  1734. 

James  Steel  and  ) 

Lynford  Lardner, ) 

. . .  August  8,  1741. 

Richard  Hockley  ana  ) 
Edmund  Physic,  S 

. . .  January  1,  1753. 

Edmund  Physic . 

.  .  .January  1,  1769. 

MASTERS  OF  ROLLS. 

Thomas  Lloyd,  commissioned  October  20,  1683. 

Patrick  Robinson  ....  do . June  -5,  1694. 

Thomas  Story . do . 4th  mo.  25,  1700. 

Do . do . October  27,  1701. 

Griffith  Owen,  (Deputy,)  commissioned  5th  mo.  11,  1702. 

Maurice  Lisle  ...  .do . do . 2d  mo.  3,  1705. 

Charles  Brockden . do . September  1,  1i5i. 

William  Parr . do . September  28,  1767. 

John  Morris,  Jr . do . March  22,  17  u. 


‘/UNDER  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

SURVEYORS  GENERAL. 

John  Lukens,  commissioned  April  10,  1781. 

Do .  ...  .do . April  21,  1785. 

Daniel  Brodhead,  appointed  November  3,  1789,  (vice  Lukens,  deceased.) 

Do . commissioned  May  6,  1791. 

Samuel  Cochran . do . April  23,  1800. 

Andrew  Porter . do . May  10,  1809. 

Richard  T.  Leech,  (vice  Porter,  deceased,)  December  7,  1813. 

Jacob  Spangler,  commissioned  February  13,  1818. 

Samuel  Cochran .  do . May  11,  1S_1. 
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Gabriel  IIeister,  commissioned  May  11,  1824. 


Do . do . May  10,  1827. 


Jacob  Spangler  . . . 

. . .  .do . . . . 

.Alay  10,  1830. 

Do  . 

...do.... 

.May  10,  1833. 

John  Taylor . 

. . .do  . . . 

.  Alay  10,  1836. 

Jacob  Sallade . 

.  ..do.  .  .  . 

.Alay  10,  1839. 

Do . 

.Alay  10,  1842. 

John  Laporte  . 

. . .do. . . . 

.Alay  10,  1845. 

( Elected  under  the  act  of  9th  April, 

1850 J 

J.  Porter  Brawley, 

commissioned  1st  Tuesday  in 

May,  1851. 

Do . 

. 1st  Tuesday  in 

Alay,  1854. 

John  Rowe . 

. do'.. 

Alay,  1857. 

William  H.  Keim . do . 1st  Tuesday  in  May,  18G0. 

IIenry  Souther,  (to  fill  vacancy,)  appointed  December  27,  1861. 

James  P.  Barr,  commissioned  1st  Tuesday  in  May,  1863. 

Jacob  M.  Campbell,  .do . 1st  Tuesday  in  May,  1866. 

Do . do . 1st  Tuesday  in  Ala}’,  1869. 

Robert  B.  BEATH....do . 1st  Tuesday  in  Alay,  1872. 

The  office  of  Surveyor  General  ceased  under  the  provisions  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  1873,  on  the  1st  Tuesday  of  Alay,  1S75,  and  the  duties  devolved 
upon  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs. 


SECRETARY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS. 
William  M'Candless,  commissioned  Alay  4,  1875. 


SECRETARIES  OF  TIIE  LAND  OFFICE. 

David  Kennedy,  commissioned  April  10,  1781. 

Do . do . April  26,  1785. 

Do . do . April  30,  1790. 

Do . do . Alay  6,  1791. 

Nathan  Lufborocgh.  .  .do . December  9,  1799. 

Tench  Coxe . do . January  3,  1800. 

Andrew  Ellicott . do . October  1,  1801. 

John  Cochran . do . April  4,  1809. 

William  Clark . do . Alay  11,  181S. 

James  Brady .  do . Alay  11,  1821. 

Joshua  Dickerson . do.  ...Alay  10,  1824. 

Do . do . Alay  11,  1827. 
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Samuel  Workman,  commissioned  May  10,  1830. 

Do . do . May  10,  1883. 

John  Gebhart . do . May  10,  1836. 

John  Klingensmith,  Jr.,  do . May  10,  1839. 

William  Hopkins . do . May  10,  1842. 

The  office  of  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  was  abolished  by  act  of  17th 
day  of  April,  1843,  and  the  duties  devolved  upon  the  Surveyor  General. 


RECEIVERS  GENERAL. 
Francis  Johnston,  commissioned  April  10,  1781. 


Do/... 

.  ..April  21,  1785. 

Do.... 

.  ..April  30,  1790. 

Do.. . . 

0 

...May  6,  1791. 

Frederick  A.  Muhlenberg,  commissioned  January  8,  1800. 

John  M’Kissick . do . June  13,  1801. 

The  act  of  29th  March,  1809,  abolished  the  office  of  Receiver  General  of 
the  Land  Office,  and  directed  the  books,  &c.,  to  be  taken  in  charge  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  and  all  moneys  due  on  lands  to  be  paid  to  the 
State  Treasurer. 


MASTERS  OF  ROLLS. 

Matthew  Irwin,  commissioned  March  14,  1785,  (vice  Morris,  dec’d.) 

Do . do . April  15,  1791. 

Do . do . January  3,  1800. 

John  M.  Irwin,  (Deputy,)  commissioned  March  27,  1800. 

Timothy  Matlack . do . April  14,  1800. 

The  office  of  Master  of  Rolls  was  abolished  by  the  act  of  the  29th  of 
March,  1809.  A  portion  of  the  books  and  papers  were  placed  under  the 
charge  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  remainder  in  the 
care  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office. 
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NAMES  AND  DATES  OF  THE  ERECTION  OF  THE  SEVERAL  COUNTIES  QF  THE  COMMON¬ 
WEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA,  AND  THE  TERRITORY  FROM  WHICH  THEY  WERE 
FORMED. 

The  first  three  counties  which  were  formed,  to  wit :  Philadelphia,  Bucks 
and  Chester,  were  established  at  the  first  settlement  of  the  Province  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

1.  Adams,  January  22,  1800,  formed  of  a  part  of  York. 

2.  Allegheny,  September  24,  1788,  formed  of  parts  of  Westmoreland  and 

Washington. 

3.  Armstrong,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  parts  of  Allegheny,  Westmore¬ 

land  and  Lycoming. 

4.  Beaver,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  parts  of  Allegheny  and  Washington. 

5.  Bedford,  March  9,  1771,  formed  of  a  part  of  Cumberland. 

6.  Berks,  March  11,  1752,  formed  of  parts  of  Philadelphia,  Chester  and 

Lancaster. 

7.  Blair,  February  26,  1846,  formed  of  parts  of  Huntingdon  aud  Bedford. 

8.  ^Bradford,  February  21,  1810,  formed  of  parts  of  Luzerne  and  Lycom¬ 

ing. 

9.  Bucks,  one  of  the  three  original  counties  of  the  Province,  1682. 

10.  Butler,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  a  part  of  Allegheny. 

11.  Cambria,  March  26,  1804,  formed  of  parts  of  Huntingdon,  Somerset 

and  Bedford. 

12.  Cameron,  March  29,  I860,  formed  of  parts  of  Clinton,  Elk,  M’Kean  and 

Potter. 

13.  Carbon,  March  13,  1843,  formed  of  parts  of  Northampton  and  Monroe. 

14.  Centre,  February  13,  1800,  formed  of  parts  of  Mifllin,  Northumberland, 

Lycoming  and  Huntingdon. 

15.  Chester,  one  of  the  three  original  counties  of  the  Province,  1682. 

16.  Clarion,  March  11,  1839,  formed  of  parts  of  Venango  and  Armstrong. 

17.  Clearfield,  March  26,  1804,  formed  of  parts  of  Lycoming  and  Northum¬ 

berland. 

18.  Clinton,  June  21,  1839,  formed  of  parts  of  Lycoming  and  Centre. 

19.  Columbia,  March  22,  1813,  formed  of  a  part  of  Northumberland. 

20.  Crawford,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  a  part  of  Allegheny. 

21.  Cumberland,  January  27,  1750,  formed  of  a  part  of  Lancaster. 

22.  Dauphin,  March  4,  1785,  formed  of  a  part  of  Lancaster. 

23.  Delaware,  September  26,  1789,  formed  of  a  part  of  Chester. 

24.  Elk,  April  18,  1843,  formed  of  parts  of  Jefferson,  Clearfield  and  M’Kean. 

25.  Erie,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  a  part  of  Allegheny. 


*  Previous  to  March  24,  1812,  this  county  was  called  Ontario,  but  its  name  -was 
changed  to  Bradford  on  that  day. 
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26.  Fayette,  September  26,  1788,  formed  of  a  part  of  Westmoreland. 

27.  Forest,  April  11,  1848,  formed  of  parts  of  Jefferson  and  Venango.* 

28.  Franklin,  September  9,  1784,  formed  of  a  part  of  Cumberland. 

29.  Fulton,  April  19,  1850,  formed  of  a  part  of  Bedford. 

30.  Greene,  February  9,  1796,  formed  of  a  part  of  Washington. 

31.  Huntingdon,  September  20,  1787,  formed  of  a  part  of  Bedford. 

32.  Indiana,  March  30,  1803,  formed  of  parts  of  Westmoreland  and  Ly¬ 

coming. 

33.  Jefferson,  March  26,  1804,  formed  of  a  part  of  Lycoming. 

34.  Juniata,  March  2,  1831,  formed  of  a  part  of  Mifflin. 

35.  Lancaster,  May  10,  1729,  formed  of  a  part  of  Chester. 

36.  Lawrence,  March  20,  1849,  formed  of  parts  of  Beaver  and  Mercer. 

37.  Lebanon,  February  16,  1813,  formed  of  parts  of  Dauphin  and  Lancaster. 

38.  Lehigh,  March  6,  1812,  formed  of  a  part  of  Northampton. 

39.  Luzerne,  September  25,  1786,  formed  of  a  part  of  Northumberland. 

40.  Lycoming,  April  13,  1795,  formed  of  a  part  of  Northumberland. 

41.  M’Kean,  March  26,  1804,  formed  of  a  part  of  Lycoming. 

42.  Mercer,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  a  part  of  Allegheny. 

43.  Mifflin,  September  19,  1789,  formed  of  parts  of  Cumberland  and 

Northumberland. 

'44.  Monroe,  April  1,  1836,  formed  of  parts  of  Northampton  and  Pike. 

45.  Montgomery,  September  10,  1784,  formed  of  a  part  of.  Philadelphia. 

46.  Montour,  May  3,  1850,  formed  of  a  part  of  Columbia. 

47.  Northampton,  March  11,  1752,  formed  of  a  part  of  Bucks. 

48.  Northumberland,  March  21,  1772,  formed  of  parts  of  Lancaster,  Cum¬ 

berland,  Berks,  Bedford  and  Northampton. 

49.  Perry,  March  22,  1820,  formed  of  a  part  of  Cumberland. 

50.  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  three  original  counties  of  the  Province,  1682. 

51.  Pike,  March  26,  1814,  formed  of  a  part  of  Wayne. 

52.  Potter,  March  26,  1804,  formed  of  a  part  of  Lycoming. 

53.  Schuylkill,  March  1,  1811,  formed  of  parts  of  Berks  and  Northampton. 

54.  Snyder,  March  2,  1855,  formed  of  a  part  of  Union. 

55.  Somerset,  April  17,  1795,  formed  of  a  part  of  Bedford. 

56.  Sullivan,  March  15,  1847,  formed  of  a  part  of  Lycoming. 

57.  Susquehanna,  February  21,  1810,  formed  of  a  part  of  Luzerne. 

58.  Tioga,  March  26,  1804,  formed  of  a  part  of  Lycoming. 

59.  Union,  March  22,  1813,  formed  of  a  part  of  Northumberland. 

60.  Venango,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  parts  of  Allegheny  and  Lycoming. 

61.  Warren,  March  12,  1800,  formed  of  parts  of  Allegheny  and  Lycoming. 

62.  Wayne,  March  21,  1798,  formed  of  a  part  of  Northampton. 

*  Part  of  Venango  added  by  act  approved  October  31,  1866. 
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63.  Washington,  March  28,  1781,  formed  of  a  part  of  Westmoreland. 

64.  Westmoreland,  February  26,  1773,  formed  of  a  part  of  Bedfoid,  and  in 

1785  part  of  the  purchase  of  1784  was  added  thereto. 

65.  Wyoming,  April  4,  1842,  formed  of  a  part  of  Luzerne. 

66.  York,  August  19,  1749,%formed  of  a  part  of  Lancaster. 
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A  TABULAR  STATEMENT 


Of  the  population,  square  miles  and  number  of  acres  in  the  several  counties 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  with  the  names  of  the  county  towns. 


NAMES. 

Population 

1860. 

Population 

1870. 

Square 

miles. 

Acres. 

County  towns. 

Adams . 

28, 006 

30,  315 

531 

339, 840 

Gettysburg. 

Allegheny . 

178, 831 

262, 204 

757 

484, 480 

Pittsburg. 

Armstrong . 

35,797 

43, 382 

612 

391, 280 

Kittanning. 

Beaver . 

29, 140 

36, 148 

452 

289, 280 

Beaver. 

Bedford . 

26,736 

29, 635 

1,003 

641, 920 

Bedford. 

Berks  . 

93,818 

106,701 

900 

576, 000 

Reading. 

Blair . 

27,  829 

38,  051 

510 

326, 400 

Holiidaysburg. 

Bradford . 

48, 734 

53,  204 

1,162 

743, 680 

Towanda. 

Bucks . 

63, 578 

64, 336 

595 

380, 800 

Doylestown. 

Butler . 

35, 594 

36,510 

814 

520, 960 

Butler. 

Cambria . 

29, 155 

36, 569 

666 

426, 240 

Ebensburg. 

Cameron . 

4,273 

381 

243, 840 

Emporium. 

Carbon  . 

21, 033 

28, 144 

402 

257, 280 

Mauch  Chunk. 

Centre . 

27, 000 

34,418 

1,227 

785, 280 

Bellefonte. 

<  Chester . 

74,578 

77, 805 

763 

488,  320 

West  Chester. 

Clarion . 

24, 988 

26, 537 

572 

366, 080 

Clarion. 

Clearfield . 

18, 759 

25,741 

1,130 

723,  200 

Clearfield. 

Clinton . 

17,723 

23,211 

857 

548, 480 

Lock  Haven. 

Columbia . 

25, 065 

28, 766 

479 

306, 560 

Bloomsburg. 

Crawford . 

48, 755 

63, 832 

1,005 

643, 200 

Meadville. 

Cumberland . 

40, 098 

43,912 

554 

354, 560 

Carlisle. 

Dauphin . 

46, 756 

60,  740 

523 

334,720 

Harrisburg. 

Delaware . 

30, 597 

39,403 

195 

124, 800 

Media. 

Elk . 

5,915 

8,488 

774 

495, 360 

Ridgway. 

Erie . 

49, 432 

65, 973 

772 

494, 080 

Erie. 

Fayette . 

39, 909 

43,284 

830 

531, 200 

Uniontown. 

Forest . 

898 

4,010 

431 

275,  840 

Tionesta. 

Franklin . 

42, 126 

45, 365 

756 

483, 840 

Chambersburg. 

Fulton . 

9, 131 

9, 360 

442 

2S2, 880 

M’Connellsburg. 

Greene . 

24, 343 

25, 887 

620 

396, 800 

Waynesburg. 

Huntingdon . 

28, 100 

31,251 

899 

575, 360 

Huntingdon. 

Indiana . 

33, 687 

36, 138 

828 

529, 920 

Indiana. 

Jefferson . 

18, 270 

21,656 

646 

413,440 

Brookville. 

Juniata . 

16, 986 

17, 390 

407 

260, 480 

Mifflintown. 

Lancaster . 

116,314 

121,340 

973 

622, 720 

Lancaster. 

Lawrence . 

22, .999 

27,298 

376 

240,  640 

New  Castle. 

Lebanon  . 

31,831 

34, 096 

356 

227, 840 

Lebanon. 

Lehigh . 

43, 753 

56,  796 

364 

232, 960 

Allentown. 

Luzerne . 

90,244 

160, 915 

1,350 

864, 000 

Wilkesbarre. 

Lycoming . 

37, 399 

47, 626 

1,213 

776, 320 

Williamsport. 

M’Kean . 

8, 856 

8, 825 

1,007 

644, 480 

Smethport. 

Mercer . 

36, 856 

49, 977 

666 

426, 240 

Mercer. 

Mifflin . ^ . 

16, 340 

17, 508 

377 

215,680 

Lewistown. 

Monroe . 

16,758 

18, 362 

595 

380, 800 

Stroudsburg. 

Montgomery . . 

70, 500 

81,612 

484 

309,760 

Norristown. 

Montour . 

13,  053 

15, 344 

140 

89, 600 

Danville. 

Northampton . 

47, 904 

61, 432 

382 

244, 480 

Easton. 

Northumberland _ 

28, 922 

41,444 

462 

295, 680 

Sunbury. 

Perry  . 

22,793 

25, 447 

476 

304, 040 

New  Bloomfield. 

Philadelphia  . 

565, 529 

074, 022 

130 

82, 603 

Philadelphia. 

Carried  forward . . . 

2,411,421 

2, 944, 683 

32, 846 

20, 994, 843 

• 
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NAMES. 

Population 

I860. 

Population 

1870. 

Square 

miles. 

Acres. 

County  towns. 

Brought  forward . . 
Pike . . 

2,411,421 
7, 155 

2, 944,683 
8, 436 

32,  S46 
631 

20, 994, 843 
403, 840 

Milford. 

Potter . 

11,470 

11,265 

1,071 

685, 440 

Coudersport. 

Schuylkill . 

89,510 

116,428 

840 

537, 600 

Pottsville. 

Snyder . 

15, 035 

15,606 

317 

202, 880 

Middleburg. 

Somerset . 

26, 773 

28,226 

1,102 

705, 280 

Somerset. 

Sullivan . 

5, 637 

6, 191 

434 

277,760 

La  porte. 

Susquehanna  . 

36, 267 

37, 523 

828 

529, 920 

Montrose. 

Tioga . 

Union . 

31,044 

35, 097 

1,124 

719,360 

Wellsboro’. 

14,115 

15, 565 

315 

201,600 

Lewisburg. 

Venango . 

25, 043 

47, 925 

658 

421, 120 

Franklin. 

Warren . 

19, 190 

23, 897 

914 

584, 9<iO 

Warren. 

Washington . 

46, 805 

48, 483 

889 

568, 960 

Washington. 

Wayne . 

32, 239 

33, 188 

747 

478, 080 

Honesdale. 

W  estmoreland . 

53, 736 

58,719 

1,016 

669, 440 

tJreensburg. 

Wyoming . 

12, 540 

14,585 

403 

237, 920 

Tunkhannock. 

York . 

68, 200 

76, 134 

921 

589, 440 

York. 

Total . 

2,906,215 

3,521,951 

45, 086 

28,803,443 

Note. — The  enumeration  of  1870  is  classified  as  follows,  viz  :  White 


population,  3,456,009;  negroes,  65,294;  Chinese  and  Japanese,  14;  In¬ 
dians,  34;  total,  3,521,951. 

S3T Pennsylvania  is  situated  between  39  deg.  43  min.  and  42  deg.  north 
latitude,  and  2  deg.  17  min.  east,  and  3  deg.  31  min.  west  longitude,  from 
Washington.  Its  mean  length  is  280.39  miles  ;  mean  breadth,  158.05  miles ; 
its  greatest  length  302£$  miles,  and  greatest  breadth  175  miles  and  192 
perches. 

The  latitude  of  Greenwich  is  51  deg.  28  min.  39  sec.  north,  and  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  Washington  38  deg.  53.3  min.  The  longitude  of  Philadelphia  from 
Greenwich  is  75  deg.  18  min.  west,  and  the  longitude  of  Greenwich  from 
Washington  is  77  deg.  00.6  min.  east. 

The  latitude  of  the  capitol  at  Harrisburg  is  40  deg.  16  min.  north,  and 
the  longitude  is  76  deg.  53  min.  west. 

The  above  statement  has  been  taken  and  calculated  from  the  best  charts 
and  tables  kno'wn  and  accessible  to  the  Land  Office. 


92  A. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


List  of  County  Surveyors  ivliose  election  or  appointment  by  the  Courts  has 
been  officially  reported  to  this  Department. 


COUNTIES. 

NAMES  OF  SURVEYORS. 

POST  OFFICES. 

Adams . 

John  G.  Brinkerhoff . 

Ilunterstown. 

Allegheny . 

John  B.  Stilley* . 

Pittsburg. 

Armstrong’ . 

R.  S.  SI  ay  maker . 

Kittanning. 

Beaver . 

James  Harper . 

Beaver. 

Bedford . 

Joseph  Barkman . 

Clearville. 

Berks . 

Daniel  S.  Zacharias . 

Reading. 

Blair . 

John  M.  Gibboney . 

Duncansville. 

Bradford . 

George  Y.  Mver . 

Towanda. 

Bucks . 

Charles  B.  Savage* . 

Doylestown. 

Butler . 

F.  Wilt .  7 . 

Butler. 

Cambria . 

Henry  Scanlan . . 

Ebensburg. 

Cameron  ........ 

S.  T.  LeBaron . . . 

Emporium. 

Carbon . . 

J.  C.  Hauder . 

Mauch  Chunk. 

Centre  . . 

Joseph  Devling . 

Bellefonte. 

Chester . 

W.  Shaner  Chrisman. .  . . 

West  Chester. 

Clarion . 

Samuel  Conner*. . .‘ . 

Clarion. 

Clinton . 

John  L.  Eckel  . . 

Lock  Haven. 

Clearfield . 

Samuel  F.  M’Closkey.  .  . . 

Clearfield. 

Crawford . 

Thos.  Van  Horn* . 

Meadville. 

Columbia . 

Isaac  A  Dewitt . 

Rohrsburg. 

Cumberland . 

Robt.  C.  Lamberton . 

Carlisle. 

Dauphin . 

Wm.  II.  Ulrich . 

Hummelstown. 

Delaware . 

Media. 

Elkt . 

Ridgway. 

Erie . 

George  Platt . 

Erie. 

Fayette . 

Andrew  J.  Gilmore . 

Uniontown. 

Forest . 

Samuel  D  Irwin* . 

Tionesta. 

Franklin . 

John  W.  Kuhn . 

Chambersburg. 

Fulton . 

George  Holly . 

M’Connellsburg. 

Greene  . 

C.  C.  Brock . 

Waynesburg. 

TTnutin. orlon  . 

Henry  Wilson . 

Huntingdon. 

Indiana . 

Edward  Paige . 

Indiana. 

Jefferson . 

Wm.  J.  Drum . 

Brookville. 

Juniata . 

Adam  Wilt . 

Miffiintown. 

Lancaster . 

Martin  N.  Brubaker . 

Lancaster  or  Landisville. 

Lawrence . 

Henry  Peasun* . 

New  Castle. 

Lebanon  . 

Martin  Meily . 

Lebanon. 

Lehiph . 

Tobias  Kessler. . .  . 

Allentown . 

Lycomiiip’ . 

John  S.  Laird* . 

VCilliamsport. 

Luzerne . 

P.  B.  Reynolds . 

Wilkesbarre. 

Mercer . 

R.  A.  M’Kim . 

Mercer. 

Mifflin . 

Wm.  J.  Swigart . 

Lewistown. 

M’Kean . 

Smethport. 

Monroe . 

Melchoir  Sprogle . 

Stroudsburg. 

Montgomery. ... 

Norristown. 

Montour . 

George  W.  West . 

Danville. 

f  Surveyor  of  Elk  county  deceased. 
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COUNTIES. 

NAMES  OF  SURVEYORS. 

POST  OFFICES. 

Northampton  .... 

Thomas  R.  Weaver . 

Easton. 

Northumberland. . 

Samuel  G.  Frey . 

Snnbury. 

Perry . 

James  Bell . 

New  Bloomfield. 

Philadelphia..  . 

Philadelphia. 

Pike . 

L.  Westbrook . 

Milford. 

Potter . 

Jasper  M.  Spafford* . 

Coudersport. 

Schuylkill . 

Daniel  11.  Albright . 

Pottsville  or  Cressona. 

Somerset . 

Jonathan  II.  Fritz . 

Somerset. 

Sullivan . 

Job  L.  King* . 

Laporte. 

Susquehanna.  . . . 

James  W.  Chapman . 

Montrose. 

Snyder . 

Aaron  K.  Gift . 

Middleburg. 

Tioga . 

Henry  S.  Archer. ....... 

Wellsboro’. 

Union . 

Conrad  Sheckler . 

Lewisburg. 

Yenango . 

William  Ililands . 

Franklin. 

Warren . 

George  0.  Covneliusy - 

Warren. 

Washington . 

Allen  J.  White  . 

Washington. 

Wayne . 

Lewis  S.  Collins . 

Cherry  Ridge. 

Westmoreland  .  .  . 

Cyrus  T.  Long . 

Greensburg. 

Wyoming . 

Thos.  A.  Miller . 

Nicholson  or  Tuukhannock 

York. . . 

Win.  L.  Keech . 

York. 

Note. — Those  marked  with  ai 
1869;  this  Department  not  havin 
appointed  and  qualified. 

t  Neither  bond  nor  oatli  tiled. 
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PART  IP-ASSESSMENTS. 


1  B — Sec.  Ikt.  Aff. 


TABULAR  STA  TEM  ENT  for  the  year  A.  J).  isle,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and.  townships  in  the  comity  of  A  HAMS,  and  the  gross 
amount  of  taxes  levied  and,  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships,  for  county  and  State  purposes ;  also,  the  amount  at  which  all 
the  real  and  }>ersonal  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  alt  State  and  county  pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly,  :sih  of  February,  IS  '::,, 
llth  of  June,  I840,  loth  of  May,  I84I,  etc.,  to  wit : 


SECRETARY  OK  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS. 


B.  3 


Debt  of  county. 


Aggregate  amount  of  county 
fax, assessed  at  the  rate  of 
three  mills  on  the  dollar. . 


Aggregate  amount  of  State 


No  debt . 
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Aggregate  amount  of  tax  on 
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all  watches . 
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Common  watches . 
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Silver  lever  watches . | 
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Gold  lever  watches . j 

—  ci  re 

:-*b- 

«S  •»  j 

-  :  1-2  : 

re 

-a 

Aggregate  value  of  all  |>ro|> 
erty  taxable  for  county  pur¬ 
poses  at  the  rate  of  three  1 
mills  on  the  dollar . 

Valuation  of  salaries,  emol¬ 
uments  of  office,  posts  of 
profit,  trades,  occupations 
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Aggregate  number  anti 
value  of  all  pleasure 
carriages  and  buggies 
and  tax  at  the  rate  of 
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one  per  cent . 

Amount  of  State  tax  assessed 
at  the  rate  of  three  mills  on 
the  dollar . 
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Aggregate  valueof  property 
taxable  for  State  purposes, 
at  the  rate  of  three  mills  on 
the  dollar .  .. 
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Number  end  value  of 
cows  and  neat  cattle 
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Number  and  value  of 
horses,  mares,  geldings 
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of  four  years . 

Aggregate  amount  of  money 
at  Interest,  (iuoTd'g  bonds, 
stock,  Ac.) . 

Valueof  all  household  fund 
ture,  including  gold  and 
silver  plate,  (exceed ’g}300) 
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te  value  real  estate 


Valve  of  real  estate  exempt. 


Valueof  all  real  estate. 


Number  of  taxahles  . 
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No  returns. 
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No  returns. 
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Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  7th  I 

day  of  July,  A.  D.  1S76.  (  ATTEST: 

•I.  JEFF.  MVEKS,  Clerk. 


TABULAE  STATEMENT  for  the  year  A.  T).  1876,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  ALLEGHENY,  and  the 
gross  amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  for  county  and  State  purposes  ;  also  the  amount  at  which 
all  the  real  and  personal  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  State  and  county 
purposes  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly,  28t.h  of  February, 
188. 5,  11th  of  June,  18 40,  15th  of  May,  18,, ',1,  Ac.,  to  wit : 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


4  B. 


Amount  of  State  tax 
ed  a*  the  rate  of  3  mills  on 
the  dollar . 


Aggregate  value  of  property 
taxable  for  State  purposes, 
at  rate  of  3  mills  on  dollar. 
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Number  and  value  of 
cows,  and  neat  cattle 
over  four  years . 


Number  and  value  of 
horses,  mares,  geld¬ 
ings  and  mules  over 
the  age  of  four  years. 


1  ■ 


Aggregate  amount  of  money 
at  interest  ( includ’g  bonds, 
stock, &c.) . 


Value  of  all  household  fur¬ 
niture,  including  gold  and 
silverplate  (exceedingifSOO) 
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Aggregate  value  real  estate 
taxable . . . 


i  Value  of  real  estate  exempt 


Value  of  all  real  estate: 


Number  of  taxables  . 
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SECRETARY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS. 


B. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


6  B. 


Amount  of  State  tax 
ed  at  the  late  of  3  mills  on 
the  dollar . 


Aggregate  value  of  property 
taxable  for  State  purposes, 
at  rate  of  3  mills  on  dollar. 


Number  and  value  of 


cows  and  neat  cattle  1 
over  four  years . I 
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N umber  and  value  of  . 
horses,  mares,  geld-  ■ 
ings  and  mules  over 
the  age  of  four  years,  r 
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Aggregate  amount  of  money 
at  i  merest ( InclucTg  bonds, 
stock. &c.) . 


Talue  of  all  household  fur¬ 
niture,  including  gold  and 
silver  plate  (gxceedi  ng$3l!0) 
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Aggregate  value  real  estate 
taxable . 
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Value  of  real  estate  exempt 


Value  of  all  real  estate. 
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ALLEGHENY  COUN T Y— Cox t ixrr.t). 


SECRETARY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS 


B.  T 


Debt  of  county . 

Aggregate  amount  of  county 
tax.  assessed  at  tlie  rate  of 
1' .  mills  on  the  dollar . 
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V^ijrejfate  amount  of  tax  on 
all  watches . 
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Common  watches . 
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Sliver  lever  watches . 
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Aggregate  value  of  all  prop¬ 
erty  taxable  fur  countv  pur¬ 
poses  at  the  rate  of  1'  mills 
on  the  dollar . 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


8  B. 


Debt  of  county . 


Aggregate  amount  of  county 

tax,  assessed  at  tlie  rate  o'f 
1‘2  mills  on  the  dollar,  and 
H  mill  poor  tax  in  the  bor¬ 
oughs  and  townships . 
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Aggregate  amount  of  State 
tax  assessed . 

Aggregate  amount  of  tax  on 
all  watches . 
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i  Common  watches  . . . 


|  Silver  lever  watches. 


;  Cold  lever  watches. 
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Aggregate  value  of  all  prop¬ 
erty  taxable  for  county  pur¬ 
poses  at  the  rate  of  1 V,  mills 
on  the  dollar . . 
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Valuation  of  salaries,  emol¬ 
uments  of  office,  posts  of 
profit,  trades,  occupations 
and  professions . 
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Aggregate  number  and 
value  of  all  pleasure 
carriages  and  buggies 
and  tax  at  the  rate  of 
1  per  cent . 
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SECRETARY  OE  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS 


9  B. 
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TABULAR  8TA TMMEJS T  for  the  year  A.  D.  1S76,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  ARMSTRONG,  and  the 
gross  amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards ,  boroughs  and  townships  for  county  and  State  purposes  :  also  the  amount  at  which 
all  the  real  and.  personal  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  taws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  State  and  county 
purposes  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant,  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly,  28th  of  February, 
1835,  11th  of  < June,  181,0,  15th  of  May,  1S41,  <£'C.,  to  wit :  » 


10  B. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE 


Debt  of  county... 


Aggregate  amount  of  county  tax. 
assessed  at  the  rate,  of  seve'n  and 
a  half  mills  on  the  dollar . 


Aggrega 
sessed . 


te  amount  of  State  rax  as- 


Aggregate  amount  of  tax  on  all 
watches . 


Common  watches  . 


Silver  lever  watches . 


Gold  lever  watches.  - 


Aggregate  value  of  all  property 
taxable  for  county  purposes,  at 
the  rate  of  7C  mills  on  the  dollar, 


Valuation  of  salaries,  emoluments 
of  office,  posts  of  profit,  trades, 
occupations  and  professions . 
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Aggregate  number  and  value 
of  all  pleasure  carriages  and 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT  for  the  year  A.  D.  1870 ,  showing  the  wards ,  boroughs  and.  townships  in  Ike  county  of  BEDFORD,  amt  the  gross 
amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards ,  boroughs  and  townships  for  county  and  /State  purposes ;  also  the  amount  of  which  all 
the  real  and  personal  property ,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  lutes  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  State  and  county  pur¬ 
poses  'whatever,  tv  ere  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions _in  the  acts  of  Assembly,  88th  of  February,  1835, 
Uth  of  June,  lS/t0,  15th  of  May,  18 /tl,  &e.,  to  wit: 
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'TABULAR  ST  A  T1SMJ5N  T  for  the  year  A.  I).  1876,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  (he,  county  of  CAMERON,  and  the  gross  1 
amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  for  county  and  State  'purposes;  also  the  amount  at  which  all  I 
the  real  and  personal  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  State  and  county  pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly,  38th  of  February ,  1835, 
lltli  of  June,  187, 0,  loth  of  May,  18.pl,  die.,  to  wit: 
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Aggregate  value  of  all  pro¬ 
perty  taxable  for  county 
purposes  at  the  rate  of  lb 
mills  on  the  dollar . 


Valuation  of  salaries,  emol¬ 

uments  of  office,  posts  of 
profit,  trades,  occupations 
and  professions . 


Aggregate  number  and 
value  of  all  pleasure 
carriages  and  buggies, 
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1  jier  cent . 
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ed  at  the  rate  of  3  mills  on 
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taxable  for  State  purposes, 
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Numl>er  and  value  of 
horses,  mares,  geld¬ 
ings  and  mules  over 
the  age  of  four  years. 
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Value  of  all  real  estate 
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Llcbl  of  county . 
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tux,  assessed  at  the  rate  of 
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Valuation  of  salaries.  emol¬ 
uments  of  office,  posts  of 
profit,  trades.  occupations 
and  professions . 
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value  of  all  pleasure 
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horses,  mares,  geld¬ 
ings  and  mules  over 
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at  Interest*  IncImTg  bonds, 
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Debt  of  county. 


Aggregate  amount  of  county 
tax,  assessed  at  the  rate  of 
- mills  on  the  dollar . 
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tax  assessed,  including  car¬ 
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Aggregate  amount  of  taxon 
all  wat  '  hes . 
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Silver  lever  watches  . 
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Am’nt  of  State  tax  assessed 
1  at  the  rate  of  three  mills 
on  the  dollar . 


Aggregate  value  of  property- 
taxable  for  State  purposes, 
at  the  rate  of  three  mills 
on  the  dollar . 
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I  over  four  years _ 
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the  real  and  personal  property,  and,  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  Stale  and  county  pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  were  valued,  and  assessed,  made  and,  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  nets  of  Assembly,  With  of  February,  1835, 
nth  of  June,  18., fO,  15th  of  May,  18.fl,  <('<%,  to  wit : 
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HULA.R  STATEMENT  for  the  year  A.  1).  1S76,  showing  the  wards ,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  CLINTON,  and  the  gross 
amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships,  for  county  and  (state  purposes ;  also,  the  amount  at  which  all 
the  real  and  personal  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  Slate  and  county  pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  to  ere  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered  pursuant  to  the  provision  s  in  the  acts  of  Assembly ,  °Sth  of  February,  1S35 
11th  of  June,  18 40,  15tli  of  May,  18/, 1,  &c.,  to  wit: 
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TABULAR  ST  A  TEMEKTfor  the  year  A .  I).  JS?> showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  COLT'M  III  A,  and  the  -  v 
amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  for  county  and  State  purposes:  also  the  amount  at  which  all 
the  real  and  personal  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  lines  of  this  Common n  ealth  for  all  State  and  county  pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  f  .  I  ssem  '■'>/,  :1th  of  February ,  - 
llth  of  June,  18/to,  15th  of  May,  18',  1,  Ac.,  to  wit: 
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'ABU LAB  STATEMENT,  for  the  year  A  .  1>.  1876,  showing  the  wards ,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  CUMBERLAND,  and  the 
gross  amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  for  county  and  State  purposes ;  also  the  amount  at  which  all, 
the  real  and  personal  property,  and  alt  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  Stale  and  county  pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  A  ssembly,  28th  of  Febmlary,  1835, 
11th  of  June,  18m),  15th  of  May,  lS.jl,  die.,  to  toil: 
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Amount  of  State  tax  as¬ 
sessed  at  the  rate  of  3 
mills  on  the  dollar . 
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purposes  at  the  rate  of  3 
mills  on  the  dollar . 
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Aggregate  amount  of  county 
tax,  assessed  at  the  rate  of 
—  mills  on  the  dollar . 
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T  IBTJLAR  STATEMENT  for  the  year  A.  J>.  1876,  showing  the  wards,  l  - . hs  am  of  ERIE,  and 

"mount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships,  for  county  and  State  purposes;  also,  the  amount  at  which  all 
the  real  and  personal  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  <dl . State  and  county  pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly,  >Sth  of  Febt'uary, 
nth  of  June,  181,0,  15th  of  May,  1S/,1,  etc.,  to  wit: 
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tax,  assessed  at  the  rate  of 
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TA  BULA  ft  'STATEM KST  for  the  year  vl.  J>.  1876,  aha  witty  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  FOREST,  anrl  Vie  gross 
amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships,  for  county  and  Male  purpose*  :  also,  the  amount,  at  which,  at 
the.  real  and  personal  property,  and  all  mailer  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  jor  all  mate,  and  county 
purposes  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered  pursuant,  to  the  provisions  m  the  acts  oj  Assembly,  mil  of  February, 
ISM,  Uth  of  June,  1840,  15th  of  May,  181,1,  tCc.,  to  wit: 
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Debt  of  enmity . 

Aggregate  amount  of  county  tax, 
assessed  at  the  rate  of  eight  mills 
on  the  dollar . 
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sessed . . 

Aggregate  amount  of  tax  on  all 
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Gold  lever  watches 

Aggregate  value  of  all  property 
taxable  for  county  purposes  at  the 
rate  of  eight  mills  on  the  dollar. . . 
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,  .  .  .  Our  countv  is  out  of 

Debt  of  county . 


Aggregate  amount  of  county 
:  tax,  assessed  at  the  rate  of 
—  million  the  (loliar . 


Aggregate  amount  of  State 
:  tax  assessed  . 


;  Aggregate  amount  of  tax  on 
;  all  watches . 


No.'of  common  watches _ 


So.  of  silver  lever  watches, 


So.  of  gold  lever  watches  .. 


Aggregate  value  of  all  pro¬ 
perty  taxable  for  county 
purposes  at  the  rate  of  — 
mills  on  the  dollar . 


Valuation  of  salaries,  emol¬ 
uments  of  office,  posts  of 
profit,  trades,  occupations 
and  protessions . 


Aggregate  number  and 
value  of  all  pleasure 
carriages  and  buggies 
and  tax  at  the  rale  of 
—  per  cent . 
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Amount  of  State  tax  assess¬ 
ed  at  the  rate  of  —  mills  on 
the  dollar . 


Aggregate  value  of  property 
taxable  for  State  purposes, 
at  the  rate  of  —  mills  on  the 

1  dollar . 


Number  and  value  of 
cows  and  neat  cattle  < 
over  t  years . 
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N  umber  and  value  of 
horses,  mares,  geld¬ 
ings  and  nudes  over — 
the  age  of  4  years . !  ,c 


Aggregate  amount  of  money 
at  in  terest  (includ  ’  g  bonds, 
stock.  &c.). 


Value  of  all  household  furni¬ 

ture,  including  gold  &  si  1- 
ver  plate  (exceeding $31)0) 


Aggregate  value  of  real  es¬ 

tate  taxable . 
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Value  of  real  estate  exempt 


Value  of  all  real  estate. 


Number  of  taxables. 
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TAMULAR  STATEMENT,  for  the  year  A.  D.  J87(>,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the,  count//  of  HUNTINGDON,  ami  the 
gross  amount  of  taxes  levied  Mid  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and,  townships  for  county  and  State  purposes ;  also  the  amount  at  which  all 
the  real  and  personal  property,  and  alt  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  yf  this  Common-wealth  for  all  State  and  county  pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly,  28th  of  February,  1885, 
l  lth  of  June,  I840 , 15th  of  May,  I841,  tf-e.,  to  wit : 
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Valuation  of  salaries,  emol¬ 
uments  of  office,  posts  of 
profit,  trades.  occupations 
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1  per  cent . 


Xj-jcrfcl  —  — •  nt  -c  1  —  cc  tc  ^  -j  N  r-T  .Tee  —  r-.’  c  i  N  t  i  -r  -r  -r  —  — ”  rA 

stsfissISssssassSE 

•71  — 1  i-C  —  Dic-ic-crx  —  I'icr:  — . — r 


2S^4;;:55;‘c 

^  x  o  'r-r-i-:ici 

•  ccctcc  r 
t"  CC  OC  t'CCIO 

C1NCI  TT  O  Cl 

aSlKl§^ 

i  £ 1 1 1 1  i  1 1  g  §  % = i  C- 

ci  -  'f 


■ &  £  r, 


ci  i.C  cc  t-t  00  — 


2*1 10  re 


x  x  -r  o 


A 1  non nt  of  !S i-ate  tax  a ssess-  §s 9.Z  x 2 2 g £ 2} § S £ £ r, 

ed  at  the  rate  of  i  mills  on  !  —  - - ?  ~ 

the dollar .  j  ‘ 


Aggregate  \x  i  i  *  ul  j-n  ;jl'I  ty  ,  ; t  X’  r  -  ,  ± ;  £  :: ; 
taxable  for  Stale  purples,  :  -.-.•J'-Uv 
at  rate  of  :{ mills  on  dollar.  SA££,_x*-£t' 


,  r  r  r  r  r 

-c  cT  o'  i-TEx  *r  ej ~ rS  -N^t-Tco  ' xVicV^'  :c  cf 


Number  and  value  of 
cows  and  neat  cattle 
over  fuur  years. .  . 

j  *  rc  cf  T-C  r^ceeX  Clio— r  rXcceXrX'  — •CJ'CSC  cf 

£ 

Number  and  value  of  : 
horses,  mares,  geld-  i 
ings  and  mules  over  ; 
the  age  of  four  years,  j 

i  -x'--  o  rs-'  rc'^T-x- -  cJL-T  -'oVd  -'cLdd-  -f 

i  *-  —  .  _  — . 

1  4 

Aggregate  amount  of  money 
at  i  n  teres  t  ( includ '  g  bond  s. 
stock,  &c. ) . 

■SIS  ::::::  ill  ills  i  $?,  i|  illgllSlil  i  :  : 

—  x'  . -T o  ■  •  *oco  ■  <£  •  tociocfcf  •  •  - 

Value  of  all  household  fur¬ 
niture,  including  gold  and 
sil  ver  pla  fo  <  exceed  i  ng  8  >X> ) 

;  !  i|ll  i  i  :  i  i  i  i  i|  :  :|  :  i  i  i  i  i 

i  :  i  :  :  :  i'i  :  :  •  :  i  :s£r*  :iiii:ii  ii  ::  =  ::: 

Aggregate  value  real  estate 
taxable . 

•is§SI§gii§^iB§SSillSII§l5Sgglg!ll 
S  2  2  s  S  tr:5  gli  g  £  s  £  g = p  m  4%  4  g  as  S  4  g  |  g  s  x  ^  2 

..  ...  c  ,  •  The  assessors  have  returned  school  houses,  churches  and  gru\  e 

\  alue  of  real  estate  exempt  |  yards  as  exempt,  but  put  no  valuation  on  them. 

Value  of  all  real  cslale. . 

sssriscrfsg'Ai' £  llgfpsgsgag^ssggp  $  x  2*2 

Number  of  taxables . 

D,  . 

n 

s| 


lilititillfglilsitf 


SECRETARY  or  INTERNAL  AFFAIR? 


B.  55 


y.  iSUZS  ,  a 

mm& ;  i 

ri  j  g 

H 3SS8  S 

|| 


a  s 

7»« 


2° 


■si^ascls 

'  Mt 

Infills  I  g 

B^'«5  |  Jj 

;?8sSs>*  |  y 

j  y; 

St&fiejl 

8SS2SS  ■ 

nsssss  j 
332M8S  :  = 

I  r 

I  5 

mm  it 

<ii&*£§  |  ^ 

aim  is 

odnvMa  j  is 

ifiiSISSji 

sis  is' 

Is’ 


mum 

r^m 


i 


4 

5 


fjSSSSg 


saeasslsi 


§ 


&  £  -  * 


*^•7 


=!|lli 


~  Uy. 

iifl 

!%  i<- 

tll“ 

ft!? 

5 

si  | 

H  £ 

'/J  « 


56  B. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


-s  •§  ■S' 


•s 


s§“ 


si 
JS 

i  £  <■ 

^  .§  «  V, 
<1  S'S  - 

p  °° 

H§^ 

^  ^  -c- 

=i  ••A‘« 
Is  =o5s  £ 

S  «c  s5 

*§.■}* 

«3s° 

-£*11 

igaj 

l^l-s 
£§^2 
■2  c---2 
3  S  8  S 
SS5£ 

P  .e—-0  © 
S  -S  _«  ’“ 

5  3  g 
3  ?  3 
■,  «  s 

t  —  =o 


« 

tS 


8  -  -  S 

u  I  C  ^ 
S« 
2-  $=  g.  5 

'H-S’l 

c-r-2  § 


^  ' 
a  § 


:l 


©  '• 

5-  £ 


-2  2  LA 

sis  - 

'  s~L° 
rF^  : 

-  s  'S  $  j 


’5  >.  s 


Debt  of  county. 


Aggregate  amount  of  county  tax, 
assessed  at  the  rate  of  4  mills  on 
the  dollar . 


te  amount  of  State  tax  as- 


Agg regate  amount  of  tax  on  all 
watches . . 


Common  watches  . 


Silver  lever  watches  . 
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Aggregate  value  of  all  property 


Valuation  ot'  salaries,  emoluments 
of  office,  posts  of  profit,  trades, 
occupations  and  professions ..... 


Aggregate  number  and  value 
of  all  pleasure  carriages  and 
buggies  and  tax  at  tlie  rate 
of  one  per  cent . 
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Amount  of  State  tax  assessed  at  the 
rate  of  3  mills  on  the  dollar . 
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Value  of  real  estate  exempt. 

Value  of  all  real  estate . 


N  umber  of  taxables  . 
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Debt  of  county .  j  Ilonded  debt,  *t)5.005  00. 


!  Aggregate  araoun  t  of  count  v 
tax.  assessed  at  the  rate  of 
ten  mills  on  the  dollar _ 
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Aggregate  amount  of  State 
tax  assessed . 
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all  watches . _ 

SK 

I” 

8 

12 

—  Cl 

sggKS 

a 

s 

^!3S8 
?! - 

Cl  cc 

g; 

8; 

!  Common  watches . 

- 

Ci 

—  Cl  JC 

”  :  w  g- 

- 

- 

C  Cl  Cl  — 

-rco 

S 1 

Silver  lever  watches _ 

a- 

- 

-  -  —  —  cc 

rc  ■  i  • 

i  Cold  lever  watches . . 

: 

•  —  -Cl  • 

:  : 

■  Ci 

-r . 

Aggregate  value  of  all  prop¬ 
erty  taxable  for  county  pur¬ 
poses  at  the  rate  of  ten 
;  mills  on  the  dollar . 
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uments  of  office.  pbM>  of 
profit,  trades,  occupations 
’  and  professions .  -f\ 


mmmmmsfmnzmmmmzB 

if  t,  s  Us  isf  S3  5  s  s  444444  s  s  is  s  4:444 


s 

s 

■£ 

$ 


yy% 
r<? 
r*  H 
<7% 
-lu 


mmmmnmmmmmiM  l  r 

— i rT  I  : 


A  mount  of  State  tax  assessed 
at  the  rate  of  three  mills  on 
the  dollar . . 


Aggregate  value  of  property 
taxable  for  State  purposes, 
at  1  he  rate  of  three  mills  on 
the  dodar .  .. 


Number  and  value  of  j 
cows  anti  neat,  car  tie  : 
over  four  years . 
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Aggregate  amount  of  money 
!  at  interest,  (incluPg  bonds, 

I  stock,  Ac.)., . 
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!  Aggregate  value  real  estate 
taxable . 
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Aggregate  amount  of  conn  ty 
tax,  assessed  at  the  rate  of 
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Aggregate  amount  of  State 
tax  assessed . 


Aggregate  amount  of  tax  on 
all  watches . 
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No.  of  silver  lever  watches. 


No.  of  gold  lever  watches  .. 
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value  of  all  pleasure 
carriages  and  buggies, 
and  tax  at  the  rate  of 

1  per  cent . 
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TABULAR  AT  A  TEMEN  T for  the  year  A.  D.  1876,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  LAWRENCE,  and  the  gross 
ornpunt  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  for  county  and  State  purposes ;  also  the  amount  at  which  all 
the' real  and  personal  properly,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by 'the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  State  and,  county  pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed ,  made  and  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly,  28th  of  February,  1885, 
Uth  of  June,  18/, 0,  loth  of  May,  18/, 1,  dc.,  to  ml: 
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LUZERNE  COUNTY — Continued. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


Amount  of  State  tax  assess¬ 
ed  at  the  rate  of  3  mills  on 
the  dollar . 
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Number  and  value  of 
horses,  mares,  geld¬ 
ings  and  mules  over 
the  age  of  4  years . 
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LUZERN E  COUNT V— Continued. 


SECRETARY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS. 


B.  67 


Debt  of  count)' . 


Aggregateamoiint  of county 
tax.  assessed  at  the  rate  of 
»  tuills  on  the  dollar . 
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Aggregate  amount  of  State 
tax  assessed . 
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Aggregate  amount  of  tax  on 
all  watches . 


No.  of  common  watches _ 


So.  of  silver  lever  watches. 


No.  of  gold  lever  watches. . 


Aggregate  value  of  all  pro- 
|  Jierty  taxable  for  county 
purposes  at  the  rate  of  8 
mills  ou  the  dollar . 
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GS  13. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


TA  III’  I,  A  II  ST  A  TKMKS  T  for  the  year  A.  J).  ISAi,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  anil  townships  in  the  comity  of  I.  Y<  'OM 1  Ni mol  the  gross 
amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  horouyhs  and  townships'for  county  and  State  purposes :  also  the  amount  at  tvhieh  all  the 
real  and  personal  property,  and  all  mailer  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  State  amt  county  pntposes 
■whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly ,  8th  of  February,  is.i.i,  nth 
of  June,  18/, 0,  Hth  of  May,  18/, 1,  etc.,  to  wit: 
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No.  of  common  watches _ 

No.  of  silver  lever  watches. 
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Valuation  of  salaries,  emol¬ 
uments  of  office.  posts  of 
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taxable  for  Slate  purposes, 
at  rate  of mills  on  (foliar. 


Number  and  value  of 
cows  and  neat  cattle 
over  four  years . 
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Number  and  value  of 
horse.1*,  mares,  geld¬ 
ings  and  mules  over 
the  age  of  four  years. 
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Aggregate  amount  of  money 
at  interest  (Inelud'g  bonds, 

stock,  Ac.) . 

Value  of  all  household  lur- 
nlture,  including  gold  and 
silver  plate  fexeeedingStOO) 


Aggregate  value  real  estate 
taxable . 
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Value  of  real  estate  exempt 


Value  of  all  real  (‘state 
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LYCOMING  COUNTY— Continued. 


70  13.  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


Debt  of  county . 


i  Aggregate  amoun  t  of  county 
i  tax,  assessed  at  the  rate  of 
i  10  mills  on  the  dollar . 


!  Aggregate  amount  of  State 
tax  assessed . 
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Aggregate  amount  of  tax  on 
all  watches . 


No.  of  common  watches _ 


No.  of  silver  lever  watches. 


No.  of  gold  lever  watches  .. 


Aggregate  value  of  all  pro¬ 
perty  taxable  for  county 
purposes  at  the  late  of  10 
mills  on  the  dollar . 


]  Valuation  of  salaries,  emol¬ 

uments  of  office,  posts  of 
I  profit,  trades,  occupations 
and  professions . 
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value  of  all  pleasure 
carriages  and  buggies 
and  tax  at  the  rate  of 
3  per  cent . 
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Amount  of  State  tax  assessed 
at  the  rate  of  3  mills  on  tlie 
dollar . 


Aggregate  value  of  property 
taxable  for  State  purposes, 
at  rate  of  3  mills  on  dollar. . 
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Number  and  value  of 
cows  and  neat  cattle 
over  4  years . 
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silver  plate  (exceeding  $300) 
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Aggregate  value  real  estate 
taxable . 
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Value  of  real  estate  exempt, 


Value  of  all  real  estate . 
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Sworn  and  subscribe®  before  me,  this  9th  /  \VM.  F.  HARLAN,  1 

dav  of  September,  a.  l).  1876.  (  attest  :  SAME.  MAFFF.T,  V  County  Commissioners. 

FREDERICK  HF.SS.  licnunUr,  C.  11.  Shale,  Clerk.  DAN  1 1C  I,  STUCK.  S 
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Aggregate  amount  of  county  tax, 
assessed  at  the  rate  of  ten  mills 
on  the  dollar . 
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watches . . 
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Amount  of  state  tax  assessed  at  the  SSi-83i-r>3 a  -if- 
rateof  three  mills  on  the  dollar..  ;snn-o:i- 


Aggregate  value  of  property  taxa¬ 
ble  for  state  purposes,  at  the  rate 
of  three  mills  on  the  dollar . 


\  limber  and  value  of  rim  -  and 
neat  cattle  over  four  years.. 


Number  and  value  of  horses, 
mares,  geldings  and  mules 
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Aggregate  amount  of  money  at  in¬ 
terest,  (including  bonds,  stock, 
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Aggregate  value  real  es  ate  taxable 

j  Value  of  real  estale . 

jValue  of  all  real  estate  exempt. 

j  N  umber  of  taxables  . 
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I  AJU  LAR  AT.  I  TEMENT  for  the  year  A.  D.  1876,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  MERCER,  and,  the  gross 
amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed,  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships,  for  county  and  Male  purposes ;  also,  theamount  at  which  all 
the  real  and  personal  property ,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  Stale  and  county 
purposes  whatever,  were  valued,  and  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  A  ssembly,  ',18th  of  February, 
1835,  11th  of  -Time,  .1840,  15th  of  May,  IS.jl,  die.,  to  wit: 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TI1E 


Debt  ot  county .  No  debt. 

Aggregate  amount  of  county  tax. 
assessed  at  the  rate  of  three  mills 
on  the  dollar . 
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Aggregate  amount  of  State  tax  as¬ 
sessed . 
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|  Aggregate  amount  of  tax  on  all 
watches . 
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Common  watches . . . 
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Silver  lever  watches . 

*-r  •  ■  © ci  •  •  rc  c-a  ©  -  •  -r  -  - 

Gold  lever  watches . 
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Aggregate  value  of  all  property 
taxable  for  county  purposes  at  the 
rate  of  three  mills  on  the  dollar. . . 
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1  'Valuation  of  salaries,  emoluments 
of  office,  posts  of  profit,  trades, 

|  occupations  and  professions . 
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Aggregate  number  and  value 
of  all  pleasure  carriages  and 
buggies  and  tax  at  the  rate  of 
one  percent . 
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Amount  of  State  tax  assessed  at  the 

I  rate  of  three  mills  on  the  dollar  . . 
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Aggregate  value  of  property  tax¬ 
able  for  State  purposes,  at  the  rate 
of  three  mills  on  the  dollar . 
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;  N umber  and  value  of  cows  and 
i  neat  cattle  over  four  years. . . 
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>1  umber  and  value  of  horses, 
mares,  geldings  and  mules 
over  the  age  of  four  years. . . . 
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Aggregate  amount  of  money  at  in¬ 
terest  (including  bonds,  stocks, 
&c.) . 
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Value  of  household  furniture,  in¬ 
cluding  gold  and  silver  plate  (ex¬ 
ceeding  $300) . 
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T Anti  LA  11  Ml' A  TEMEjST  for  the  year  A.  b.  1870 ,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  MIFFLIN,  and  the 
gross  amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  township's  for  county  and  /Slate  purposes';  also  the  amount  at  which 
alt  the  real  and  personal  'property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable,  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  (State  and  county 
purposes  whatever,  • were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly,  28th  of  February, 
1835,  1.1th  of  June,  181,0,  5th  of  May,  1S1,1,  tOc.,  to  wit : 


U  B. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


Debt  of  conntr . 

1*17,530. 

Aggregate  amount  of  county 
tax,  assessed  at  the  rate  of 
10  mills  on  the  dollar . 
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Aggregate  amount  of  State 
tax  assessed . 
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Aggregate  amount  of  tax  on 
all  watches . 
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No.  of  silver  lever  watches. 

ro  •  cc vr  -  •  -  —  -r  -ihh 

s 

No.  of  gold  lever  watches  . . 
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Aggregate  value  of  all  pro- 
1  perty  taxable  for  county 
purposes  at  the  rate  of  10 
j  mills  on  the  dollar . 
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\  aluation  of  salaries,  emol¬ 

uments  of  office,  posts  of 
profit,  trades,  occupations 
and  professions . 
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Aggregate  number  and 
value  of  all  pleasure 
!  carriages  and  buggies, 
and  tax  at  the  rate  of 

1  per  cent . 
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Amount  of  State  tax  assess¬ 

ed  at  the  rate  of  3  mills  on 
the  dollar . 
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Number  and  value  of 
cows  and  neat  cattle 
over  four  years . 
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Number  and  value  of 
horses,  mares,  geld¬ 
ings  and  mules  over 
.  the  age  of  four  years. 
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Aggregate  amount  of  money 
at  interest  ( includ'g  bonds', 
stock,  &c. ) . 
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Value  of  au  household  fur¬ 

niture.  including  gold  and 
silver  plate  (exceedmg5300) 
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Aggregate  value  real  estate 
taxable . 

Value  of  real  estate  exempt 

Assessors  have  made  no 
return  of  any  proper¬ 
ty  as  exempt, making 
no  return  of  churches 
.  or  school  houses. 

: 

Value  of  all  real  estate  . 
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TAUTTJjATt  STATEMENT  /or  the  year  .1.  D.  1870,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  anti  townships  in  tins  count g  of  MON  11012,  mud  t/u  t/ro 
unwind  of  hu  es  levied  and  assessed  in  Ike  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  tor  roinitg  and  mate  purjwscs  also  Ike  amount  a I  wba-h  all 
Ike  real  and  persona I  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  , state  and  county  pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed ,  made  anil  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  tin  arts  if  .  I  ssrmhly,  «h  of  I’ehrn  ,■•/.  I  ■  , 

nth  of  June,  18.', n,  loth  of  May,  IK.',  I,  <Ce.,  to  n  it : 


9 

SECRETARY  OP  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS. 


1  >H»t  of  roll nl  v . 


A  Ctfrtrsure  amount  of  comity 
lax,  assessed  at  the  rate  of 
10  mill.'i  «m  the  dollar. . 


Aggregate  amount  ol  State 
tax  assessed . 
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Aggregate  amount  of  tax  un 
all  watches . 

No.  of  common  watches .... 

No.  or  silver  lever  watches,  | 

No.  of  gold  lever  watches. .  Sjt; 


mine  of  all  i>ro 
.hie  fffi-  county 


Aggregate  value 
perty  taxal  ' 
purposes  at  the  rate  of  10 
mills  on  the  dollar . 

Valuation  ot  Hilaries,  cinol- 
nments  of  office,  posts  of 
protit,  trades,  occupations 
and  professions . 


Aggregate  number  and 
value  of  all  pleasure 
carriages  and  buggies 
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10  per  cent. 


£ 

a  ‘c. 

i" 

1 - 

P 

— 

t- 

.5 

as 

5 

■  «  i  v  i  mil,  "I  U  in  1  I  ir>  <11 

the  dollar . 

Aggregate  value  of  properly 
taxable  for  State  purposes, 
at  rate  of  3  mills  on  dollar. 


Number  and  value  of 
cows  and  neat  cattle 
over  I  years . 


Number  and  value  of 
horses,  mares,  grid- 

ini's  and  mules  over - 

the  age  of  1  years .  j  j 
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Aggregate  amount  of  money 
at  interpstfinclud'g  bonds,  | 
stock,  ,tc.) . I 

Value  of  all  household  Ittr-  I 
niture.  including  gold  and 
efexceeding  1300!  I 
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Aggregate  value  real  estate 
taxable . 


Value  of  real  estate  exempt. 
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Value  of  all  real  estate. 


Number  of  taxables. 
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BULAR  STATEMENT  for  the  year  A.  D.  1876 ,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  MONTGOMERY,  and  the 
gross  amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  for  county  and  Stale  purposes ;  a,lso  the  amount  at  which  all 
the  real  and  personal  properly,  and  all  mailer  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  State  and  county  pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant  to  (he  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly,  38lh  of  February ,  1835 
11th  of  June,  181/0,  15th  of  May,  1S/,1,  Ac.,  to  wit: 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TIIE 


Amount  of  State  tax  assess¬ 
ed  at  the  rate  of  3  mills  on 
the  dollar . 
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Aggregate  value  of  property 
taxable  for  State  purposes, 
at  rate  of  3  mills  on  dollar. 
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Xumhe'r  and  value  of 
cows  and  neat  cattle 
over  four  years . 
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Number  and  value  of 
horses,  mares,  geld¬ 
ings  and  mules  over 
the  age  of  four  years. 
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Aggregate  amount  of  money 
at  interest  (ineliuTg bonds, 
stock, &c.) . 
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silver  plate  (exceeding  ^300) 
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Aggregate  value  real  estate 
taxable . 
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Value  of  real  estate  exempt 
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Value  of  all  real  estate . 
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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY — Continued. 


78  B.  ANNUAL  EEPOET  OF  THE 


Debt  of  county . 


Aggregate  amount  of  county 
tax,  assessed  at  the  rate  of 
4  mills 


i  on  the  dollar. 
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No.  of  common  watches _ 


No.  of  silver  lever  watches. 
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erty  taxable  for  county  pur¬ 
poses  at  the  rate  of  -f  mills 
on  the  dollar . 


Valuation  of  salaries,  emol¬ 
uments  of  office,  posts  of 
profit,  trades,  occupations 
and  professions . 
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Aggregate  number  and 
value  of  all  pleasure 
carriages  and  buggies 
and  tax  at  the  rate  of 
1  per  cent . 

Tax. 

aS§8SSSgSS8»8SSS$&8$S8SSi§3Kg£8g§SS83K38Sa2 

22SS282SS8fcS3?;3S88SSS§S8828888S2SSl~S!5S2225 
S>"  "  " 

Value. 

-t" jA 06 oTcj cTcco cocc'w aoioc:cs i'ootfi"Oci''OC  r-Tr!  r-4  c-f  r4  r-»  1— T r— 1  rA ct 

© 

g3as|ss3?gS5jxSsasangs3|t2sgsgg|aas5?5uaii2-H 

O 

A 

i 

a 

y 

< 

■si 

a 

A 

< 


7 3 

Sh 


fe« 

£ 

g 


=ssife^!||Sfii 

Jgrt.ooo: 
*  rxx?'/' 


tit  ii  mi  1 1  in  miiffii  iiiiiififii  si 


SECRETARY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS. 
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Ill  Lj.  it  <v./’.  I  TJCM  A'.\  T  for  the  year  .1.  i).  /s/0,  shun  in//  /hr,  wards,  boroughs  anti  townships  in  the  county  of  MONTOtTli,  and  the  ejrosS 
amount  of  tares  levied  ami  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  township's  for  county  and  State  purposes:  also  the  amount  at  which*  all 
the  rent  and  personal  properly,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  tara/de  by  the  laws  of  /his  Commonwealth  for  all 'State  and' county  pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  were  value, 1.  ami  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the,  acts  of  Assembly,  >Sth  of  February  poor, 

1 1th  of  June,  3.V/0,  loth  of  May,  IS.fl,  Ac.,  to  wit :  '  '  ’  '  ’ 
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No.  of  gold  lever  watches  . 
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Ainouni  of  state  tax  assess^- 
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Aggregate  value  of  property 
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Aggregate  amount  of  money 
at  interest  (includ’g bonds. 
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Value  of  all  real  estate. 


Number  of  laxables 


liiiiiiiwiFfr  § 

Z  8  SS  A 8  S  g  3  R  S  fL-i  4  f, 

y  -i  CO  r— i  CO  *—■  C  1  '  *—t  *— i 

IliilllPPlMli  1 

■^fiAco  coco  £2^  iAuo"rAco  of  «A  rn 

tmmmumm 

~MMwmwmmnw\s  a 

“'id 


M  P 
I  * 


U-  ~ 
=  2 
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Debt  of  county.. 


Actual  amount  of  county 
tax,  assessed  at  the  rate  of 
1 1  a  mills  on  the  dollar,  as 
per  tax  duplicates  ... 
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Actual  amount  of  State  tax 
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Actual  value  of  all  prop¬ 
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Aggregate  amount  of  money 
at  interest  (inelud'g  bonds, 
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Aggregate  value  real  estate 
taxable,  as  per  assessors’ 
return  . 


Value  of  real  estate  exempt. 

Value  of  all  real  estate . 
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Debt  of  county 


Actual  amount  of  county  tax,  as¬ 
sessed  at  the  rate  of  l1^  mills  on 
the  dollar,  as  per  tax  duplicates, 
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day  of  November.  A.  D.  1876.  >  Attest:  WM.  It.  YEAGER,  >  County  Commissioners. 

A  W.  LYNN,  J.  P.  O.  L.  Feiir,  Cleric.  •  AARON  BACHMAN,  $ 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  for  the  year  A.  I).  1876,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  township*  in  the  county  of  NORTH  I  M  111  .K  1  .A  M 
and  the  cross  amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  for  county  and  .state  purposes ;  also  the  amount 
at  which  all  the  real  and  personal  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  alt  .State  and 
county  purposes  whatever ,  were  valued  and  assessed ,  made  and  entered)  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  <>J  Assembly,  jsth  of  /•<•/- 
ruary,  1836,  11th  of  June,  181,0,  16th  of  May,  181,1,  cOc.,  to  wit: 
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tax.  assessed  at  the  rate 
of  10  mills  on  the  dollar.. 
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on  all  watches . 
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1  per  cent . “ 
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Value  of  all  real  estate. 
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|  Debt  of  county . 

|  Aggregateamouutof  countv 
tax,  assessed  at  the  late  of 
\  4  mills  on  the  dollar . 
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Aggregate  amount  of  tax  on 
all  watches . 
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perty  taxable  for  county 
purposes  at  the  rate  of  4 
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Aggregate  value  of  property 
taxable  for  State  purposes, 
at  rate  of  3  mills  on  dollar. 
(This  Includes  occupations 
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Aggregate  amount  of  city 
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Amount  of  State  tax  assess¬ 
ed  at  the  rate  of  three  mills 
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President  of  Board  of  Revision  of  Tares  : 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  for  the  year  A.  1).  1876,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  (he  county  of  PIKE,  and  the  gross 
amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  ivards,  boroughs  and  townships  for  county  and  State  purposes ;  also  the  amount  at  which  all  the 
real  and  personal  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Coomi  onwealth  for  all  Slate  and  county  purposes 
whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly ,  SSth  of  February,  1835,  11th 
of  June,  IS 40,  15th  of  May,  I84I,  Ac.,  to  ivit : 
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tax,  assessed  at  the  rate  of 
20  mills  on  the  dollar . 
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A RU.LAR  a  /'.  I  TJ£M EJS  V  for  the  year  .1.  />.  1870,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  >u  the  county  oj  POTT15R,  and  the  gross  i 
amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  for  county  and  .'■date  purposes  :  also  the  amount  at  which  alt 
the  real  and  personal  property ,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  lairs  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  .state  amt  county  pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly,  .  s(h  of  February,  Is 
llth  of  June,  15th  of  May,  IS', I,  cl'c.,  to  wit: 
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tax, assessed  at  the  rate  of 
ten  mills  on  the  dollar _ 
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Number  and  value  of 
horses,  mares,  geldings 
and  mules  over  the  age 
of  four  years . 
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Valve  of  real  estate  exempt. 
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TABULAR  STA  TJEMENT  for  the  year  A.  I).  1876,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  SCHUYLKILL,  and  the 
gross  amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  for  county  and  State  purposes ;  also  the  amount  at  which  all 
the  real  and  personal  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laics  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  State  and  county  'pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  lucre  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant^  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly,  28th  of  February,  1835, 
Uth  of  June,  IS40,  10th  of  May,  IS4I,  <&c.,  to  wit: 
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Debt  of  county . 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT  for  the  year  A.  D.  IMG,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  SNYDER,  and  the,  gross 
amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  ivards,  boroughs  and  townships,  for  county  and  State  purposes ;  also,  the  amount  at  which  all 
the  real  and  personal  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  Imp's  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  Slate  and  county  pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly,  SSlh  of  February,  1S35, 
11th  of  June,  I840,  15th  of  May,  I841,  &c.,  to  wit : 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT  for  t he  year  A.  D.  IS  X,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  SOMERSET,  and  the 
gross  amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wants,  boroughs  and  townships,  for  county 

'all  the  rent  and  pees., not  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  <  tommi . talth  for  "it  state  and  county  pur¬ 

poses  whateverrwere  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered  pursuant  lotheprox 
lltli  of  June,  1840,  15th  of  May,  18/, 1,  Ac.,  to  wit: 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


Debt  of  county. 
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TABULAR  .STATEMENT for  the  year  A.  D.  1S7C,  showing  the  words,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  count  1/  of  TIOCi A,  and  the  gross 
*  amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  for  county  and  iState  purposes :  also  the  amount  at  which  all 
the  real  and  personal  property,  and  all  matter  anil  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  . state  and  county  pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  anil  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly,  /sth  of  February,  ISIS, 
11th  of  June,  181,0,  15th  of  May,  181,1,  <£■<:.,  to  wit : 
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Debt  of  county  . 
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'U:\liULAU  STATEMENT  for  the  year  A.  IK  1870 ,  showing  (he  wards,  boroughs  and  (own  ships  in  (hr  comity  of  I'NJON,  ««<•’  the  gross 
amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  for  county  and  State  purposes;  also  the  amount  at  which  all 
the  real  and  2>crsonal  properly,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  State  anil  county  j>ur- 
poses  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  enteral,  pursuant  to  the  precisions  in  the  acts  of  Assemhly,  iSlhof  February , 
nth  of  June,  I840,  15th  of  May,  I84I,  dee.,  to  wit. 
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Aggregate  amount  of  county 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT  for  tlic  year  A.  I).  1S7G,  showing  the  wards ,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  VENANGO,  and  the  gross 
amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed,  in  the  wards ,  boroughs  and  townships,  for  county  and,  Stale  purposes  ;  also,  the  amount  at  ivhieh  all 
the  real  and,  personal  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable,  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  State  and,  county ^ 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT  for  the  year  A.  D.  187G,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  \\  ARKKN,  amt  the  gm-ss 
amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  for  county  and  State  purposes;  also  the  amount  at  which  all 
the  real  and  personal  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  lairs  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  State  a,,d  county  / mr - 
poses  whatever,  were  valued  and  etssessei  and  <  i tered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  t 

11th  of  June,  1840,  loth  of  May,  I84I,  &c.,  to  wit: 
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TABULAE  STATEMENT  for  the  year  A.  D.  187C,  showing  the  wards,  b  troughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  WASHINGTON,  and  the 
gross  amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  to  unships  for  county  and  State  purposes ;  also  the  amount  at  which 

all  the  real  ana  personal  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taaa'tle  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  Slate  and  county  pur¬ 

poses  whatever ,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly,  SSth  of  February,  1835, 
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Funded  debt,  £95.000  00  ~ - 

'ssBsa'sSSSIJlliiagSftiggigggalSsSS 

or  <NM«V  MsorfeSVfcfw  -'ofoirl  t^c4V*Y 


Aggregate  amount  of  county  tax, 
assessed  at  the  rate  of  7  D  mills 
on  the  dollar . ..  .7. . 


Aggregate  amount  of  State  tax  as¬ 
sessed . 


Aggregate 

watches.. 


amount  of  tax  on  all 


Common  watches  . . . . 
Silver  lever  watches  . 


§  S I  »ssgBga§sas.ggasssBsssss8ssss 

W?'  r-Nr-Xtpo-r-r- 


o-rotr-at'  >t*. o 


Gold  lever  watches. 


, Aggregate  value  of  all  property 
taxable  for  county  purposes  at  the 
rate  of  iy2  mills  on  the  dollar . 


”?  ■J'NnXTJr 


— <  r-3  rt  — ■  —  t  ^ 


«TNNnM  ^  -COKONiOO 


■««Hh  •  -r 


TENANT  • 


Valuation  of  salaries,  emoluments 
of  oface,  posts  of  profit,  trades, 
occupations  and  professions . 


Aggregate  number  and  value  . - 

j  of  all  pleasure  carriages  and  j  — ' 
j  buggies  and  tax  at  the  rate  of  I  ,® 
—  percent  . i  *“■ 


Amount  of  State  tax  assessed  nt  the 
rate  of  three  mills  on  the  dollar  . . 


Aggregate  v  a.uc  of  property  tax¬ 
able  for  State  purposes,  at  the  rate 
of  three  mills  on  the  dollar . 


Number  and  value  of  cows  and 
(  neat  cattle  over  four  years. . . 


Number  and  value  of  horses, 
mares,  geklings  and  mules 
j  over  the  age  of  four  years _ 


§SS=2S2§§i§!?gs?3§38!?3jgS23gsS5?S32?S3 


CO  r-i  ofrl  T-i  CN  cdt-A  t-T  T-<~  c^~  Csf  ^  „'L,' 


§§|8§38g:e8!gsssga8«egSBsgg 

sg'g82SSN23  =  2SS3S32®5£28;s 


&  r^'o'o’Lo'ocfiOTr'bTooocq't^'ioo'^c^' 


SB  £8 
3828 


1111 


NcT  r-. -T  MTON  tVoHTLOo’  C5 

ip^^gnpimii|s|||pisg||| 


g%-.^=sisxoa2VcfoV3'Mo|5  cfffljg'q' 


s 

§ 

2 


|  Aggregate  amount  of  money  at  in¬ 
terest  (including  bonds,  stocks, 
&c. ) . 


ttwa«Ma8iMgMi»a 


fiiiiii|MSiiiiissSiii§iii  ■:  liiii 

^ooicoouaT^bTao^;  c4"  •  •  t£  —T c|~ cc 


-r  i 


Value,  of  household  furniture,  in¬ 

cluding  gold  and  silver  plate  (ex¬ 
ceeding  $100) . 


s 


ih" 


ITTfi 


MISTl 

<n 


Aggregate  value  real  estate  taxable 


3 

3 

5“ 

3 

O 

H 

?; 

■0 


■s 

* 

5* 


Value  of  real  estate  exempt. 


zmmmmmmmmmmmm 

|i?3|3S||533||g|||SS|||p¥g¥|8S 


Value  of  all  real  estate  , 


Number  of  taxables  . 


p 

rtco 

H 

il 

=  2 

Is 


2 

-il|illisjl!sp®llii!!! 

l!l!II!ll!ls!l!ISl!!!f! 


L° 

.si 


SECRETARY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS. 


B.  103 


SJisSSHS'-JSSSV'.tnn 

m&mnum 

oo  o  e»  ei'jf- 

S8S5MSS33B335RTS 
2?SS?^SSS2?S3Z?iS?  |  2 


S~S 8  8  3 8  8  S  8  8  8  8 8 £ 

«-“=a-s=r’"  -=zss 


s  c 
§  .? 


sm  'jlMa 


:  —  “’82" 

i  i  iisniiiiiiii 

smmumm 

V-d-<zrr 

t?28«sn.--5:;.v.:r.«.-s 

t:SSS8S"8*e,,°3a5" 


-r-«o:I-  ci  ci-- 

ssssssns^sssa" 


88S8-a?«ArtSS5,'.2-i  n 

2a-883*;-8288r.U  § 


nr- 

25~ 
S5s 
w  —  -?; 

2?£r- 


••  rWz 

<c®i-'«w.o»o>  x  -r~« 

ifsillfllMIiiM 

Sf*fifc«rfs5  a'-"""" 

wmum-sm*- 

mmmmm 

8®  5“2”S  2’S3t-'t~' 

IT'il':  ::::::!§§ 


S5 


•eo^ 


mmmmmi 

HiimPMiP 


iiiii58§2Ilgg3§ 


if 

2  =  >>225a  =  S 

£|-S«oOo| 

=5 


£ 

0, 


a* 

I * 

II 
©  . 
c^; 

S<! 

Is 


si 

s 

I 


104  B. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


||W 

Hit 

ip? 

gpj 

Jlp 

C  5? 

ss 


§i 

© 


©“•2 

3  §S| 

S  S 

S  sM  o' 

-  g  S-s 

2»  «"•  £  v 

Ipi 

m 

;  ste! 

■s  S  =0-3 

;S;S 
s  g  e  ? 

141 S 

o^s,5 

S  AP  5 
?  -S'  o 
■Si'S  "3 
«S  8  s 

ml 

5~  ©  3 

.§  I  lir 

H!i 

i  sfi 

g  c  .. 

TSMIs 

q  S3  S  = 

—  ■§  s  ■A  r 

N  ■**■'  q>  o 
^  q) 

>>1!  §§■ 

r 

PA  g'gS 

SJ&fJ 

Plfs 

A  g  s  ..«g 
1^5  1 
Ei«tS  g  2 

>§s! 

S  sSs; 
q  §  s  §  a 
q  sq  s,q 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT  for  the  year  A.  I).  1S76 ,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  WESTMORELAND,  and 
the  gross  amount  of  taxes  levied  and  assessed  in  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  for  county  awl  Shite  purposes:  also  the  amount  at  which 
all  the  real  and  personal  property,  and  all  matter  and  things  made  taxable  by  the  la  ws  of  this  Commonwealth  for  all  State  and  county  pur¬ 
poses  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly,  :~'th  of  February,  1815, 
Uth  of  June,  lS/,0,  15th  of  May,  18/, 1,  Ac.,  to  wit: 
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Debt  of  county. 
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ders  not  bearing  Interest.  $14,000  temporary  loans,  and  $10,00° 
loan  for  the  erec  tion  of  insane  asylum. 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT  for  the  year  A.  1).  1876,  showing  the  wards,  boroughs  and  townships  in  the  county  of  YORK,  and  the 
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purposes  whatever,  were  valued  and  assessed,  made  and  entered  pursuant  to  the  provisions  in  the  acts  of  Assembly.  88th  of  February 
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LUZERNE  COUNTY  AND  THE  CITY  OF  SCRANTON 

Section  42  of  the  act  incorporating  the  city  of  Scranton,  approved  the 
23d  day  of  April,  1866,  (P.  L.,  1049,)  provides  that  all  taxes  within  the 
said  city  “  shall  be  collected  by  the  city  authorities,  and  at  the  expense  of  • 
the  said  city  ;  and  all  county  taxes  assessed  and  collected  within  the  limits 
of  said  city,  together  with  the  taxes  uncollected  within  the  same  for  the 
year  1866,  shall  be  collected  for  the  use  of  said  city,  and  paid  into  the  trea¬ 
sury  thereof ;  and  said  city  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  any  sum  of  money 
to  the  county  of  Luzerne  in  lieu  of  county  taxes.”  Hence,  the  return  on 
pages  B.  65  to  6S,  inclusive,  of  this  report  does  not  include  the  valuation 
of  the  real  estate  of  said  city,  and  therefore  does  not  fully  represent  the 
taxable  property  of  the  county. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  in  passing  the  act  of 
the  15th  day  of  May,  1874,  under  which  the  preceding  returns  were  made, 
was  to  secure,  for  public  information,  a  full  statement  of  all  the  taxable 
property  in  the  Commonwealth.  This  special  provision  in  the  charter  of 
the  city  of  Scranton  seems  to  have  been  overlooked.  The  acts  above  re¬ 
ferred  to  having  been  laid  before  Attorney  General  Lear,  and  his  instruc¬ 
tions  in  the  premises  solicited,  he  decided  that  the  commissioners  of  Lu¬ 
zerne  county,  having  no  control  over  the  assessment  of  property  in  the  city 
of  Scranton,  could  not  be  compelled  to  make  any  return  thereof,  nor  could 
such  a  return  be  required  from  the  authorities  of  that  city,  because  they 
are  not  included  in  the  act  of  1874.  The  attention  of  the  Legislature  is 
therefore  respectfully  directed  to  this  omission  in  the  act  of  1874,  and  to 
the  necessity  of  some  enactment,  requiring  a  return  of  the  taxable  property 
in  the  city  of  Scranton.  The  absence  of  such  a  return  very  materially 
lessens  the  valuation  of  Luzerne  county,  and  affects  the  summary  for  the 
Commonwealth  to  the  same  amount. 

REVISION  OF  THE  TAX  LAWS. 

The  statutes  providing  for  the  valuation  of  property  for  taxation  pur¬ 
poses,  and  for  the  assessment  of  taxes,  have  been  so  frequently  changed  by 
repealing,  amending  or  extending  enactments  that  the  subjects  of  taxation 
can  only  be  ascertained  after  a  very  careful  examination  of  all  the  laws 
bearing  upon  the  question.  These  receive  a  different  interpretation  in 
almost  every  county  and  often  in  the  same  county,  and  as  a  legitimate  re¬ 
sult  there  is  not  that  uniformity  in  the  method  of  taking  an  account  of  and 
valuing  property  and  assessing  taxes  that  is  contemplated  by  our  Constitu¬ 
tion  and  laws.  In  a  few  counties  the  assessors  have  complied  with  the  law 
in  rating  property  at  its  actual  value,  “and  at  such  rates  and  prices  for 
which  the  same  would  separately  bona  fide  sell  in  others  the  rate  is  one- 
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half  or  one-third  of  the  actual  value.  Even  in  the  same  county  property  of 
equal  value  is  rated  differently. 

The  commissioners  of  several  counties  neglect  to  levy  any  State  tax,  and 
in  others  omit  to  collect  such  a  tax  from  some  items  of  personal  property 
that  are  yet  taxable  for  State  purposes.  Among  the  numerous  evidences 
of  the  lack  of  uniformity  of  the  prevailing  system,  your  attention  is  re¬ 
spectfully  directed  to  the  following  omissions  in  the  county  returns : 

Counties  that  have  not  made  any  return  of  excess  of  furniture. — Adams, 
Armstrong,  Butler,  Cameron,  Elk,  Erie,  Greene,  Jefferson,  M’Kean,  Mon¬ 
roe,  Northumberland,  Perry,  Pike,  Potter,  Snyder,  Wayne  and  Wyoming. 

Counties  that  have  not  made  any  return  of  money  at  interest. — Butler,  Clear¬ 
field.  Forest,  M’Kcan  and  Potter. 

Counties  that  have  not  made  any  return  of  Hie  number  and  value  of  cows, 
dc. — Erie,  Lawrence  and  Perry. 

Counties  that  have  not  made  any  return  of  pleasure  carriages. — Erie,  M’- 
Eean,  Potter  and  Tioga. 

Counties  that  have  not  made  any  return  of  salaries,  occupations,  profes¬ 
sions,  dc. — Northumberland  and  Philadelphia. 

Neither  Bedford  nor  Fulton  county  assessed  any  State  tax. 

In  Berks  county,  having,  with  the  city  of  Reading,  an  area  of  960  square 
miles  and  33,180  taxable  inhabitants,  the  aggregate  valuation  of  real  estate 
is  $  1 9, 1 78,884  ;  and  in  Delaware,  with  an  area  of  195  square  miles  and 
8,043  taxable  inhabitants,  the  valuation  is  $32,151,008.  It  is  evident  that 
the  rules  governing  assessors  in  affixing  valuations  cannot  be  alike  in  these 
counties.  Similar  contrasts  could  be  drawn  between  returns  of  other  coun¬ 
ties,  but  this  is  sufficient  to  direct  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  not 
that  uniformity  which  should  prevail. 

The  laws  relating  to  the  listing  of  taxable  and  exempt  property,  making 
valuations  and  levying  taxes,  could  be  greatly  improved  and  simplified  by 
careful  revision.  There  should  be  uniformity  throughout  the  Commonwealth 
as  to  the  time  at  which  the  assessors  shall  begin  their  annual  duties,  in  the 
form  of  their  books,  and  in  appraising  property  subject  to  taxation  at  its 
real  value.  Power  should  be  delegated  to  some  officer  of  the  government 
to  have  supervision  of  the  entire  system  and  to  enforce  a  compliance  with 
the  law. 

PROPERTY  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION. 

The  act  of  5th  April,  1849,  requires  each  assessor  to  make  a  return  to 
the  commissioners  of  the  proper  county  of  all  property  exempt  from  taxa¬ 
tion.  To  this  return  the  assessor  should  be  required  to  affix  a  valuation, 
which  should  be  included  in  the  return  of  the  commissioners  to  this  Depart¬ 
ment,  so  that  an  accurate  valuation  of  all  the  property  in  the  Commonwealth 
may  be  secured. 


116  B. 


SECRETARY  OF  INTERNAL  AFFAIRS. 


STATISTICS. 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  this  Department  attention  was  directed  to  the 
importance  of  collecting  and  publishing  the  statistics  of  agriculture.  I 
then  suggested  that  “it  might  be  made  the  duty  of  the  assessor  on  his 
annual  official  visit  to  collect  such  data  as  may  be  required  in  his  ward, 
district  or  township  and  make  return  thereof  to  the  county  commissioners, 
and  their  duty  to  compile  the  returns  for  the  several  districts  of  the  county 
and  make  a  return  for  the  county  to  this  Department  for  publication  This 
plan  would  obviate  the  necessity  for  the  creation  of  any  new  offices.  The 
work  could  be  done  with  comparatively  little  expense  and  by  those  who 
are  best  acquainted  in  their  respective  localities. ” 

MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS. 

The  law  of  1814,  above  referred  to,  provides  for  an  annual  report  of  the 
indebtedness  of  each  county  of  the  Commonwealth.  A  similar  report  should 
be  required  to  be  made  by  the  proper  corporate  officers  of  each  city,  bor¬ 
ough  and  township,  showing  the  amount  of  the  indebtedness  of  their  re¬ 
spective  corporations. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  M’CANDLESS, 

Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs. 
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